
By Amanda Seef
Executive Editor

The spring concert is in the fate 
of Brockport student's hands. Any 
student with a NetID can log on to 
BSGonline.org to have a say in the de-
cision for Brockport Student Govern-
ment's spring concert selection. 

"We feel it is important to ensure 
students have a say in who we bring in 
the for spring concert," BSG Market-
ing Director Jeremy Becker said.  "The 
more input the better."

The survey will include choices 
for genre and the decision of having 
one popular performer or two or three 
emerging national artists. 

On the survey, which runs from 
Monday, Nov. 17, to Sunday, Nov. 
30, there is an option to choose which 
bands students would like to see at 
Brockport. 

"The following are being consid-

ered for the spring concert," the survey 
reads.  "Some of the artists could be 
openers.  Feel free to suggest any artist 
not listed."

Bands include Boys Like Girls, 
Cute is What We Aim For, Motion 
City Soundtrack, Jack's Mannequin, 
Secondhand Serenade, Three 6 Mafia 
and Gym Class Heroes, among many 
others.  There is also a place to write in 
other bands students would like to see 
considered for the annual event. 

In the past, surveys have been ad-

ministered relating to the preferred 
genre. The idea for a survey of art-
ists was one of BSG President Kyle 
Amendola's campaign promises.

Past concerts included Augustana, 
50 Cent, Billy Joel, Busta Rhymes, 
Jay-Z, Something Corporate, O.A.R., 
Red Hot Chili Peppers and many 
more.

"While we try to select a band/
artist that we feel will be popular and 
representative of the body, selecting a 
band that will resonate with the stu-
dent body is not an exact science," 
Becker said.  "We decided to use our 
best resources and ask the students 
themselves what they want to see."

The survey also questions the 
participant on a potential fee for the 
concert, asking if  they would be more 
willing to pay a few dollars more to 
see a bigger artist.  Concerts for Brock-
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Spring concert survey underway

By Allison Kowalski
Editor-in-Chief

Beginning in Fall 2009, students at The College at 
Brockport will have more housing options when the 
Brockport College Suites open on Redman Road. 

Residential Life is currently participating in a con-
sultant study about the possibility of  a second phase of  
townhomes. The second phase would consist of  an ad-
ditional 52-unit complex, which would be constructed on 
the empty land on Plateau Field, near the current town-
homes.   

Students were surveyed this semester to determine 
interest in a second phase. A report is expected by the 
end of  November, Joseph Franek, Director of  Residen-
tial Life, said. Surveyed students suggested two and six-
bedroom units, including the current four-bedroom units 
in the first phase. 

“There may be some differences in Townhome Phase 
II based on student input,” Franek said.  “If  the decision 
to go ahead is made, Phase II could open as early as Fall 
2011, but more likely Fall 2012.” 

The College at Brockport may expect an increase in 
enrollment, where there will be need for additional hous-
ing. Some dorms had to be tripled due to the number of  
students and overflow housing was utilized this semes-
ter.

“This combined with current unmet demand for hous-
ing and the popularity of  the townhomes has caused us 
to seriously consider Phase II,” Franek said. “[Students] 
will need to carefully weigh the advantages and disadvan-
tages of  living on-or-off-campus.”  

Advantages of  the current townhomes include a 
washer and dryer in each unit.  The townhomes will also 
be located near the new Special Events Recreation Center 
if  they open.

“There is state-of-the-art living in a central campus 
location with convenient parking and a short walk to 
classes,” Franek said.   

With possible plans for an additional townhomes 
and the building of  Brockport College Suites, students 
will have numerous living options with which to choose. 
Brockport College Suites offers students the option of  
apartment living, yet there will be no resident assistant or 
resident director supervision.   

Like the townhomes, Brockport College Suites offers 
state-of-the-art living with individual bedrooms, full fur-
nishings, living rooms, bathrooms and kitchens with ap-
pliances.  Free cable, Internet and parking are also avail-
able. Security will be available 24 hours a day, and there 
is a lounge and game center.   

A workout facility, café and laundry facilities are on 
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By Amanda Seef
Executive Editor

SUNY students may face more 
pinching of pennies, after Gov. David 
Paterson called for a SUNY tuition 
increase. The $5.2 billion reduction 
plan has been set by the governor to 
attempt to eliminate the state's current 
$1.5 billion shortfall.

The presidents of 29 SUNY cam-
puses collectively supported the mea-
sure, which was brought to the SUNY 
Board of Trustee's Finance Commit-
tee.  The presidents, including Brock-
port's President John R. Halstead, 
urged the committee to seek a $1,090 
annual increase in tuition, beginning 
with a $545 increase for the spring 
2009 semester, a 13 percent increase 
from the current tuition rate.  Tuition 
would raise to $4,950 per year, with a 
per semester price of $2,475.

The presidents penned a letter to 
the committee's president, H. Carl 
McCall. 

"We fervently believe SUNY is 
the educational and economic asset 
that can forge a path to recovery and 
revitalization for our state and its citi-
zens," the letter read.  "Within SUNY 
resides the hope and passion to create 
a new and sustainable economy for 
New York state."

Two days after the suggestion to 
Gov. Paterson from the presidents, 
Paterson proposed tuition hike of  
slightly less. He is urging state leg-
islatures to approve a $600 annual 
increase, resulting in a $300 increase 
next semester.  The state legislature is 
scheduled to meet in a special session 
Tuesday, Nov. 18.

After the increase, Gov. Paterson's 
office notes tuition will still be below 
the $5,000 threshold for the Tuition 
Assistance Program (TAP). 

"[This is] ensuring that the needi-
est students would have their entire 
tuition costs covered," a press release 
from the governor's office notes.

Enrollment and applications are 
increasing for many SUNY schools, 
as a result of the current budget cri-
sis. 

SUNY educates more than 
427,000 students statewide, with more 
than 8,000 at Brockport.  SUNY tu-
ition has only risen once in the past 
15 years, a whopping 28 percent in 
2002.

Last month, the SUNY Student 
Assembly voted to raise tuition gradu-
ally, matched with a Higher Educa-
tion Price Index.  This system would 
garner any amount of increases, an-
nually, instead of an all-at-once in-
crease. 

Besides the tuition increase, Pa-
terson also called for a reduction in 
student aid.  Colleges with more than 
6,000 students, such as Brockport, will 
have base aid reduced by $300 per stu-
dent.  The federal aid can potentially 
be decreased by such an amount for 
each student currently receiving need 
based aid.
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