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Nick and Norah
debuts big over
the weekend

The not-so-typical romantic
teen comedy pulls in $12 mil-
lion and is #3 on the charts
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Latina Like Me

Part one of our six-part
series exploring the perspec-
tives of minorities on campus
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Check out this
week’s comics
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Blue Raiders
throttle South
Alabama

MT dominates conference
foe South Alabama 4-0 Sun-
day in its fifth straight victory

SPORTS, 9

Alumni Drive from Blue Raider
Drive to Friendship Street will
be closed for the fall semester
for road improvements. With the
closing of Alumni, there will be
no access to the Library parking
lot. During the construction
period, the northern part of
the parking lot by the Honors
Building will be changed from
green to white. The southern
end of the lot by Ezell Hall will
remain green for students. You
will not be able to access the
campus via Womack Lane.

Due to construction, several lots
have been rezoned. All legal
parking areas are designated

by signs, painted stripes, or
other marks. Be sure to check
the posted signs BEFORE you
park your automobile. If it is not
marked, don'’t park!

For more information, visit
www.mtsu.edu/~parking.
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250,000 people currently have HIV and are unaware of it, so MTSU Student Health

Services is encouraging student

By TIFFANY GIBSON
Campus News Editor

An August study by the Center
for Disease Control and Prevention
found that HIV is spreading faster
in the United States than expect-
ed, resulting in 56,300 new cases a
year.

Kevin Lawson, testing and train-
ing coordinator for Nashville Cares,
said that young people from the
ages 24 and under make up half of
these cases.

“They can be straight, gay, white
or black,” Lawson said. “We’re talk-
ing about 27,000 young people every
year becoming infected with HIV”

Lawson said that the CDC now
requires everyone between the ages
of 13 and 64 must get an HIV test
once a year as part of their routine
health care.

“This is to help us decrease stig-
ma around HIV testing, and find
250,000 Americans who are cur-
rently living with HIV, and don’t
know it,” Lawson said.

Even though anyone is capable of
catching HIV, there has been an in-
crease in the number of women that
have contracted the disease.

“Black females account for more
cases than white females,” Lawson
said. “[But] women still account for
a little less than half of the [56,300]
cases.”

S get tested to stop the spread of the deadly virus
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A nurse at Student Health Services performs a rapid HIV test on a student while diluting the blood to see the results.

Black women are nearly 15 times
as likely to be infected with HIV as
white women, and Hispanic women
are four times as likely to be infect-
ed as white women, the CDC study
said.

The study also found that black
men are six times more likely to
become infected as white men, and
are nearly three times more likely as

Hispanic men.

Lawson said that the reason for
these statistics is because there are
more viruses in the black commu-
nity because people who are infected
are spreading the disease to others.

With the majority of young adults
from the ages 24 and under attend-
ing universities, HIV testing has be-
come a necessity to health services

on college campuses.

MTSU’s Student Health Servic-
es offers several kinds of sexually
transmitted disease tests, including
HIV.

A rapid HIV test, which consists
of a finger prick and blood sample,
allows students to see their results
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Williams engages students in a discussion after the vice presidential debate.

Students commentate
on vice presidential
debate at Cyber Café

By JESSY RICHTER
Staff Writer

The American Democracy Proj-
ect hosted a vice presidential debate
watch from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. in the
Cyber Cafe on Thursday. After-
wards, the group held a short dis-
cussion among those who attended.

Jim Williams, history profes-
sor and campus coordinator of the
ADP, moderated the discussion. He
also provided voter registration in-
formation before and after the de-
bate.

Zack Barnes, junior psychology,
said there were more people than he
expected at the debate watch.

He said he thought it was impor-
tant for students to attend these de-
bate watches.

“It’s really good for students to get
together and discuss, because we

could swing the election,” Barnes
said.

Williams said it is important for
all Americans who are going to vote
in this historic election.

“The office of vice president has
grown in power and influence since
1993 with Al Gore and Dick Cheney,
so probably the next vice president
will continue that trend,” Williams
also said. “As a historian, I think
Americans will have to realize that
they can no longer ignore the vice
presidential candidate as someone
who sits on the sidelines.”

Kyle Styer, junior physics major,
said he agreed with the fact that the
vice president’s powers have been
increasing.

The group at the Cyber on Thurs-
day discussed many questions, one
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By EMMA EGLI
Staff Writer

The Student Government As-
sociation tabled a resolution in its
last meeting that would raise the
activity fee by $10 or $20 per se-
mester.

The last time the fee was offi-
cially raised was in 1998 when the
fee was increased from $5 to $20.
If the resolution is voted on again
by the SGA and is passed, the stu-
dent body will vote by referendum
in November.

“The SGA brought up the idea
of raising the activity fee for every-
body’s interest,” said Gene Fitch,
associate vice president for Stu-
dent Affairs and dean of Student
Life. “It’s been about 10 years since
it was last raised.”

Every student who is registered
seven hours or more is required to
pay the $20 per semester student
activity fee. The money goes to
registered student organizations
for their programs and activities.
The money is then distributed
among each group in accordance
to requests made by smaller orga-
nizations within those divisions.

Arguments have arisen as to
whether or not raising the student
activity fee would be in the best in-
terest for all students who have to
pay the fee. While many students
do participate in sports clubs,
Greek life and other organizations,
there are still some who don’t.

“A lot of [students] aren’t in-
volved in these student organiza-
tions,” said Matthew Hurtt, senior
political science major. “So their
money is going to something they
don’t participate in.

Hurtt, who was the 2007 and
2008 senator for the college of Lib-
eral Arts, said that each Sen

SGA tries to resolve
activity fee budget for
2009 and 2010 year

ACTIVITY FEE GOING?
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ate seems to have an issue that gets
brought up every year, and this
year it might be the student activ-
ity fee increase.

“I just don’t think it’s fair to the
students,” Hurtt said. “Especially
in these tight economic times
where the cost of filling up your
gas tank has doubled within a year
and a half.”

The reason for the noticeable
increase in the student activity fee
is that there is simply not enough
money to go around for all the
student organization activities, ac-
cording to Fitch.

“There are over 300 different or-
ganizations at MTSU,” Fitch said.
“Each semester the requests for
money pile in for trips, lectures,
concerts and other programs. It is
simply a question of need.”
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