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money going?

The cost of school doesn’t 
just include classes, but 
comprises administrative 
pay, facility maintenance.
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Gee, Suber 
voted to All-

Sun Belt team
Two MT players selected 

to the preseason, 
all-conference team at 
Sun Belt Media Days.
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Survival of the richest 
should never be

an American value 
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Capitalism is
not mankind’s 

fi nest work

COMMUTE
The intersection of 

Blue Raider Drive and 
MTSU Boulevard will be 

closed May 5 through 
Aug. 20 for construction 

of a roundabout. The 
temporary detour by the 
Honors Building will be 
active for those who are 
traveling north on Blue 

Raider Drive.

There will also be a 
detour just past the 

Greenhouse for those 
who are traveling east on 
Blue Raider Drive. Detour 

signs will be posted.

For those who ride the 
Raider Xpress, please 
check mtsu.edu, under 
“Transportation” for the 
temporary changes to  

the routes.

SPORTS

‘Jazz Age’ exhibit adds mural

Erin Anfi nson, assistant 
professor of art at MTSU, 
along with alumnae, Em-
ily May-Ragland and Sarah 
Sullivan, have volunteered 
to paint a new mural for the 
Heritage Center of Murfrees-
boro’s new exhibit, “Entering 
the Modern Era: Murfrees-
boro’s Jazz Age.”

Anfi nson has previously 
done work for the Heritage 
Center and will be working 
with May-Ragland and Sul-
livan on the 6 feet by 20 feet 
mural that will set the tone 
for the exhibit. 

“I am pleased with how it 
is coming along so far and 
especially with the students’ 
work,” Anfi nson said. “It is a 
great opportunity for them 
to gain professional experi-
ence.” 

The exhibit’s focus is the 
shaping and transformation 
of the community in the 
1920s, the thrill of the Jazz 
Age. 

Anfi nson said that with 
this piece she would be able 
to create a “speakeasy kind 
of feel” and wanted alumnae 
to work with her on this par-
ticular project. 

In addition to working on 
the “Entering the Modern 
Era: Murfreesboro’s Jazz 
Age” exhibit, MTSU students 

have also designed and cre-
ated the concept for another 
exhibit entitled “The Time 
that Changed Everything: 
Murfreesboro’s Civil War 
Era,” which was completed 
in November 2007.

Afi nson and the students 
will continue to add layers of 
acrylic to the painting in or-
der to make the 1920s scene 
unfold by portraying danc-
ing couples in “roaring ‘20s” 
fashion twirl across the art 

deco background. 
In her research for the 

project, Anfi nson honed in 
on art deco patterns and in-
fl uences from artists of the 
time period. 

Melissa Zimmerman, her-
itage-programming special-
ist for the Center for Historic 
Preservation, said she has 
high hopes for public’s reac-
tion to the exhibit. 

“I hope the mural will add 
the fl avor of music, fashion, 

art style and the feel of hot 
jazz to the exhibit,” Zimmer-
man said. 

Visitors are welcome and 
encouraged to come as well 
as observe the artists as they 
work on the mural.

The Heritage Center, lo-
cated just off the square 
at 225 West College St., is 
devoted to commemorat-
ing Murfreesboro’s history 
and raising awareness in the 
community.

They are currently ex-
panding “Entering the Mod-
ern Era: Murfreesboro’s Jazz 
Age”, which was their fi rst 
permanent exhibit, that was 
completed on May 15, 2007.

The expansion of the ex-
hibit and the mural are set 
to be fi nished in mid to late 
August; however, anyone 
can visit the exhibits for free 
during the hours of 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday.

MTSU art professor and alumnae paint mural for 
‘Entering the Modern Era: Murfreesboro’s Jazz Age’
By SHAYNA HERRING
Contributing Writer
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Sarah Sullivan, MTSU alumnus, paints the new Jazz Age mural located in the Heritage Center.

Diane Miller 
selected as vice 
provost for 
academic affairs

MT faculty teach college-
level classes to prisoners

Diane Miller has been 
named MTSU’s new vice 
provost for Academic Af-
fairs after formerly being 
interim vice provost for the 
past year. 

Miller, a professor of 
Mathematics, received her 
Ph.D. in Mathematics Edu-
cation from the University 
of Missouri, Columbia.

“Well I was in the position 
that I had before but now I’m 
permanent,” Miller said. 

Miller has been interim 
vice provost for academic 
affairs for three years before 
now. She served from 2002 
through 2004 and was asked 
to come back in January of 
2008 to serve for a period of 
time as interim.

Miller said she didn’t 
know how long she’d hold 
that position because a na-
tional search was conducted 
for a replacement so she also 
decided to apply for the po-
sition in hope of holding it 
permanently.

“We interviewed three 
candidates but ultimately 
she was our best applicant,” 
said Kaylene Gebert execu-
tive vice president and pro-
vost at MTSU.

Miller said her responsi-
bilities include all matters 
dealing with curriculum is-
sues on campus, so if a de-
partment wants to form a 
new major or a new degree 
program, there’s a process 
on campus to which that re-

quest has 
to be ap-
proved. 

In ad-
dition to 
new degree 
programs, 
Miller said 
that the 
Offi ce of 
Academic 
A f f a i r s 

also handles grade appeals.
“There’s a number of di-

rectors that report to this 
offi ce like African-Ameri-
can Studies, Aging Studies, 
Women’s Studies, and the 
director for transfer students 
just to name a few,” Miller 
said. “There are a number of 
other offi ces on campus that 
report to me.” 

In addition to currently 
serving as the interim vice 
provost of academic affairs 
and taking over the posi-
tion permanently in the fall, 
Miller also serves as director 

Photo Courtesy Lisa Rollins
Daniel Born (left), John McDaniel (middle), Phillip Phillips (right) prepare to educate prisoners.

MTSU, along with the 
Tennessee Department of 
Correction and the Great 
Books Foundation, have 
joined together to form a 
program to teach classes in 
local prisons called Great 
Books in Middle Tennessee 
Prisons.

The program began in 
late March and took place 
at the Riverbend Maximum 
Security Institution, the 
Lois M. DeBerry Special 
Needs Facility and the Ten-
nessee Prison for Women. 
The program incorporated 
volunteers from MTSU’s 
English faculty, including 

Philip E. Phillips, associate 
professor of English.

“Educational opportu-
nities that include critical 
examination of texts and 
thoughtful discussion of 
great ideas abound at Mid-
dle Tennessee State Univer-
sity, and such opportunities 
enrich our students’ minds 
and lives,” Phillips said.

Phillips applied for and 
received an MTSU Public 
Service Grant for $2,701 
and $250 from the College 
of Liberal Arts for the pilot 
initiative of the program. 

Working along side Phil-
lips as volunteers were War-
ren Tormey, Becky King, 
Laura Dubek, Rhonda Mc-
Daniel and Tricia Gaitely.

The process of trying to 
set up the programs in the 
prisons began in January 
after Daniel Born, of the 
Chicago-based Great Books 
Foundation, visited the Riv-
erbend and DeBerry facili-
ties.

Sharmila Patel, head of the 
education department for 
the Tennessee Department 
of Correction, took Born 
on a tour of the prisons and 
described the need for pro-
grams like Great Books in 
Tennessee prisons. 

“I feel like it really en-
riched our lives and it really 
enriched theirs too,” said 
Rebecca King, an English 
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