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The intersection of
Blue Raider Drive and
MTSU Boulevard will be
closed May 5 through
Aug. 20 for construction
of a roundabout. The
temporary detour by the
Honors Building will be
active for those who are
traveling north on Blue
Raider Drive.

There will also be a
detour just past the
Greenhouse for those
who are traveling east on
Blue Raider Drive. Detour
signs will be posted.

For those who ride the

Raider Xpress, please

check mtsu.edu, under

“Transportation” for the

temporary changes to
the routes.
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Uncle Dave Macon Days holds
31st annual music celebration

By Andy Harper
Editor In Chief

Nashville musician
Bobby Osborn received

the 2008 Uncle Dave Ma-
con Days Heritage Award
at the 31st annual festival
in Murfreesboro this past
weekend.

In keeping with the fes-
tival’s legacy of dedication
to the art the traditional
American music genre of
bluegrass music, Osborn is
a skilled vocalist and man-
dolin player with more
than 50 years of experience
in the music industry.

“The award is given to
someone who has helped
preserve old time mu-
sic and dance style, and,
through his career, Bobby
has done that,” said Wendy
Bryant, public relations of-
ficer for the festival.

“He was just pleased that
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he was given this honor,” Musicians perform during the Uncle Dave Macon Days festival held at Cannonsburgh Village.

Bryant said.

The festival, which saw
around 45,000 participants,
is in honor of “Uncle” Dave
Macon, who lived near
Murfreesboro and is consid-
ered one of the first Grand
Ole Opry superstars.

Macon, considered a
master banjo player, died
in 1952 and was elected to
the Country Music Hall of
Fame in 1966.

The festival that honors
him is considered one of the
few “old-time” music com-
petitions in the nation. The
festival hosts a Friday and
Saturday night music and
dance competition featur-
ing a prize of $10,000.

In 1986, the United States
House of Representatives
denoted these competitions
to be the National Champi-
onships in Old-time Banjo,
Old-time Clogging and
Cold-time Buckdancing.

Last year, the festival was
selected by the Southeast
Tourism Society as one of
the “Top 20 Events in the
Southeast” and this year,
the American Bus Asso-
ciation placed Macon Days
in the “Top 100 Events in
North America for 2008.”

“We definitely learned
this year that heat, gas prices
and rain do not keep these

people away,” said Gloria
Christy, president of Uncle
Dave Macon Days Incorpo-
rated’s board of directors.
“We had more people from
farther away than ever come
this year. We had musicians
from Florida, West Virginia
and Hawaii attend.”

“We want to be a national
event,” Christy said. “This
year we were actually des-
ignated by Congress as a
National Center for Tradi-
tional American Music.”

One of the largest prob-
lems faced by the festival is
the aging of the generation
that truly celebrates tra-
ditional American music,
Bryant said.

In an attempt to train
younger generations in the
art of bluegrass, members
of the Macon family have
invested money into a pro-
gram called the “Macon
Dubler Fellowship.”

This year’s recipient of
the Fellowship was Hillary
Bevels of Fayetteville, Tenn.
Bevels, a fiddle student of
Jim Wood, played for fes-
tival-goers Saturday night,
after the Heritage Award
Ceremony.

“We reach out and help
train younger people in tra-
ditional music and dance,”
Bryant said. “We try to in-
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Local musicians showcase talent with different instruments.

still the love of music early.”

Bryant attributes a recent
interest in folk music to
popular movies like 2000
film “Oh Brother, Where
Art Thou?”

“It has brought back blue-
grass music to mainstream,”
Bryant said. “I think people
have a desire to turn back to
a simpler time.”

An additional element to

help attract a younger gen-
eration is the creation of a
MySpace.com profile page
for the event.

“We just wanted to thank
everyone for coming out
and experiencing this cul-
tural tradition,” Bryant said.
“This year was great and we
know that next year is going
to be just as successful.”
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Interim
director
selected
for Mass
Comm.

By Johnathon Schleicher
Staff Writer

Zeny Panol, former editor
for the International Com-
munication Bulletin, has
been appointed by the School
of Journalism as interim di-
rector for the 2008/2009
school year.

Panol’s related experience
includes Mass Communica-
tions and Public Relations at
MTSU and is a faculty advi-
sor for the Public Relations
Student Society of America.

“T am thrilled with the op-
portunity to work with the
faculty, students and staff of
the School of Journalism as
well as the other constituen-
cies within the MTSU com-
munity, and the industries
and professions represented
by the four concentrations
in our school,” Panol said.
“At the same time I am fully
aware of the challenges that
we face during my one-year
interim appointment brought
about by the budget cuts,
among others.”

Panol has previously served
as the active director of the
School of Journalism during
a past summer, and said she
is expecting some significant
differences.

“For starters, my sum-
mer stint was only for three
months and now I am look-
ing at one full year in admin-
istration,” Panol said. “Our
faculty in the coming year
would have grown in size by
six new hires, and we will
have a new dean in the Col-
lege.

“With the budget situation
I am expecting a revisiting or
realignment of priorities in
the short and long term.”

Panol said she did not plan
to implement major changes
during her term but the work
at the School of Journalism is
certainly cut out for us.

“We have six new faculty
that we need to mentor and
made to feel at home here,”
Panol said. “We also are go-
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MTSU summer camp brings out inner rock star

By BYRON WILKES
Staff Writer

The sixth annual “South-
ern Girls Rock & Roll Camp”
prepares to melt faces and
rock out as they form bands
and practice this week at
MTSU.

The SGRRC is a week long
day camp in which the par-
ticipants, comprised of girls
from ages 10 to 17, learn how
to play a variety of instru-
ments, and then form bands
with one another.

The bands will play in a
showcase at 7 p.m. on Sat-
urday in the Boutwell Dra-
matic Arts Building for $8
per ticket.

Kelley ~ Anderson, an
MTSU art education gradu-
ate, founded the SGRRC
when she was 18, after see-
ing a similar camp with all-
women volunteers in Port-

land, OR.

“When I was at MTSU, 1
noticed there were plenty of
girls in marketing and pub-
lic relations fields, but not
that many doing technical
work, producing or record-
ing,” Anderson said. “At
shows, there would be plenty
of women there but none on
stage and there’s no justifi-
cation for that difference.”

“I knew I'd either be
moving to the Northwest
or starting a camp here in
Murfreesboro, and MTSU
is the place I wanted to stay,”
Anderson said.

This year the camp con-
sists of 90 girls, who take
classes to learn and rehearse
their choice of guitar, drums,
keyboards, vocals, bass and
electronic music.

“The first year my daugh-
ter came to this camp she

did the drums. Then she
learned guitar the second
year, and this year she’s do-
ing electronic music,” said
Kelli Morris, mother of
SGRRC camper. “We got the
idea to come to the camp
from someone’s T-shirt and
thought it would be a cool
thing to do.”

“I love that it teaches girls
who usually listen to pop
music more about rock’n’roll
music and what it’s about,”
said Karyn Knecht, SGRRC
volunteer beginner guitar
teacher. “The camp lets the
girls feel more comfortable
with who they are and their
personality, and learning to
play musical instruments
lets them discover even more
about themselves.”

“After I was too old to be a
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A teenage girl learns the art of playing drums in a band at camp.



