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Student assaulted over parking
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By BYRON WILKES
Community News Editor

Campus Police arrested
an MTSU student at 10:14
a.m. Wednesday follow-
ing a confrontation over a
parking spot with another
student that led to a bloody
assault involving a bladed
instrument.

The incident took place
after two MTSU students
tried to pull into the same
parking place in the Bell
Street parking lot.

“Both individuals were in
the lot waiting on a space
when both of them tried to
pullinto the same spot,” said
Chief of Police Buddy Peast-
er. “At some point, both in-
dividuals got out of their ve-
hicles and approached each
other, though it is uncertain
whether this happened im-
mediately after they got out
of their cars or a few min-
utes after.”

One of the drivers, Star-
lett Custer, then allegedly
assailed the other driver by
pulling a sharp instrument
out of her purse and repeat-
edly cutting her.

“There was blood all over.
Blood on her hair, blood on
the car, blood on the pave-
ment,” said parking author-
ity employee Howard Rho-
des, who was working in the
parking lot when the assault
happened. “It was ugly. It
seemed like [Custer] came
at her 20 times.”

MTSU police arrived af-
ter a 911 call was sent to
the Murfreesboro Police
Department, and the de-
partment notified campus
authorities. Along with the
MTSU police and MPD,
EMS and the Murfrees-
boro Fire Department were
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Students walk across the street to Bell Street parking lot.

also sent to the scene of the
crime.

The 17-year-old victim,
whose name is being with-
held, was taken by ambu-
lance to Middle Tennessee
Medical Center for treat-

HOWARD RHODES
Parking authority employee

ment of her lacerations.
She was then transferred to
Vanderbilt Medical Center
a few hours later for special-
ized attention. According
to police, the victim was cut
on her face, left shoulder,
fingers and hands, though it
is possible she may have sus-

tained further injuries.
“The wounds that the vic-
tim received are consistent
with defensive wounds,”
said Peaster. “There was
some difficulty getting the
ambulance to the scene of

There was blood all over her hair,
the car, and the pavement.”

the crime within the Bell
Street lot, and at least three
or four illegally parked cars
had to be towed in order for
the ambulance to reach the
victim.”

Custer was detained at the
Rutherford County Adult
Detention Center and was

eligible for bail as of last
night.

“It was a very unfortunate
incident,” said MTSU Presi-
dent Sidney McPhee. “I hope
that this will teach students
to make better decisions
when it comes to the park-
ing situation. [MTSU] has
more than enough parking,
and students need to learn
to plan ahead and come to
campus earlier so that they
can make it to class on time.
We are very sorry for what
happened to this young girl,
and we hope that she will
get well and make a quick
recovery.”

Custer is being charged
with one count of aggra-
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the Battle for the
Palladium
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Alumni Drive from Greek
Row to Blue Raider Drive
will be closed this week for
final surface paving.

Alumni Drive from Blue
Raider Drive to Friendship
Street will be closed for
the fall semester for road
improvements.

With the closing of Alumni,
there will be no access
to the Library parking lot.
During the construction
period, the northern part
of the parking lot by the
Honors Building will be
changed from green to
white. The southern end
of the lot by Ezell Hall will
remain green for students.
You will not be able to
access the campus via
Womack Lane.

For more information, visit
www.mtsu.edu/~parking

Foothall game closes various parking lots

Administration advises students to walk to classes and
stadium to reduce traffic around south side of campus

By TIFFANY GIBSON
Campus News Editor

Several parking lots will
be closed throughout the
day Thursday in prepara-
tion for the first home foot-
ball game against Troy.

The Kirksey Old Main
parking lot will be closed
at 2 p.m. for reserved park-
ing, the Reserved Officers’
Training Corps lot behind
Jones Haill will be closed
at 1:30 p.m. and will be re-
served only for faculty, and
the Greenland Drive lot will
be blocked off all day.

In addition to these
lot closings, both ends of
Faulkinberry Drive will
close at 4:30 p.m. and exit-
ing will only be permitted
through Blue Raider Drive.

The Nursing Building
curve lots will also close at
2 p.m. and will be strictly
reserved for media parking
only.

These lot closing have
added to a long list of park-
ing changes since the semes-
ter began.

“I think parking is hor-
rible,” said Danielle Cole,
senior recreation and lei-
sure services major. “They
should have waited until
later in the day to close all of
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Cars yield at the newly built roundabout near the Rec Center.

the lots.”

Students in search of park-
ing are encouraged to park
in the Woodfin and Mainte-
nance lot and the Tennessee
Livestock Center.

Parking will be controlled
in the Woodfin and Main-
tenance lots at 2 p.m., and
only passes, credentials and
a current parking pass will
be accepted. For students
and visitors that don’t have
passes or permits, a $5 cover
charge can be paid for park-
ing.

The administration has

advised students to leave
their cars parked and walk
to the stadium or class in an
attempt to keep the campus
less crowded when fans ar-
rive at 5 p.m. for the 6:30
p.m. game.

“We try to encourage stu-
dents to walk to the game be-
cause traffic after the game
is terribly congested,” said
Nancy Weatherly, parking
services manager. “Campus
Police officers will be di-
recting traffic off campus as
best they can because any-
thing to decrease the traffic

on campus, especially dur-
ing a game, is encouraged.”

According to Weatherly,
all handicap parking will be
enforced, and no one will be
turned away from parking
in an appropriate space.

“There is always plenty
of parking on campus,
just not convenient park-
ing,” Weatherly said. “The
Rutherford Boulevard lot
across from Greek Row has
1,000 spaces and there is a
bus service.”

“The key to the congestion
on campus is for students
and employees to park in
the perimeter lots and ride
the bus instead of sitting in
traffic, looking for a parking
space that may or may not
become available.”

As for future plans of a
visitor parking lot, Weath-
erly said that not enough
events are held during the
day, so the expense is “un-
necessary and pointless.”

“There are no [available]
parking spaces,” said Jer-
emiah McCrary, sophomore
recording industry major.
“I don’t think [closing off
parking lots] will affect our
education.”
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Flight
school
raises fee
prices

By ALEX MOORMAN
Assistant News Editor

It’s been nearly a decade
since the last fee increase,
but this fall, the aerospace
department will raise prices
to help battle rising fuel and
new equipment costs.

“We realize that any in-
crease of any type, be it flight
training, textbooks or park-
ing passes, is an increased
hardship on students, but,
unfortunately, it is something
that we have to deal with,”
said Paul Mosey, chief aero-
space instructor at MTSU.

Mosey said that over the
years the flight school has
strived to keep the costs as
affordable as possible to stu-
dents, but a problem devel-
ops when universities have
increased costs of operations
and the equipment.

“We needed to adjust prices
to get back on track and get
operating costs under con-
trol,” Mosey said.

There are a couple of rea-
sons for the increase in fees,
but the main reason is be-
cause of fuel costs, Mosey
said.

“In January of 2004, MTSU
was paying $1.99 per gallon,
which prompted a modest
price increase for aircraft
rental, but in May 2008, fuel
costs went to $5.20 per gal-
lon,” Mosey said.

Mosey said that with a
$2 per gallon increase, 10
gallons per hour usage per
engine and 12,000 average
flight hours per year, it is easy
to see not only the increased
in losses in the future based
upon those numbers, but the
losses incurred over the past
two years when there was no
increase.

“All airlines are having to
add fees and increase prices
because of high fuel costs, so
I think it is something MTSU
needed to do,” said Laura
Alonso, sophomore aerospace
major. “The money for it has
to come from someone.”

“I think that the price in-
creases were necessary due to
the rising fuel prices and the
cost of the equipment,” said
Michael Moore, sophomore
aerospace major. “The school
can’t be expected to just ab-
sorb the extra cost of fuel.
If that were the case, then it
probably wouldn’t be able to
provide the same level of ser-
vice it has in the past.”

“It’s difficult to have to in-
crease prices, but as the times
change, we had to face the
reality of the situation,” said
Wayne Dornan, chairman of
the aerospace department.

Mosey said that they con-
sider their flight school to be a
premier program offering the
best collegiate flight training
available in the country.

“I think that the changes
will end up helping aerospace
students get a better educa-
tion,” Moore said. “ Nobody
likes to have to pay more
money than they already are,
but I hope that the extra costs
will be worth it.”
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