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Bonnaroo 2008
With the music festival months away, stu-

dents are already making their `Roo plans.
See FEATURES, 4

United States of fear
A nation living in fear cannot decide
effectively. Evan Barker dissects our

country’s free speech violations.
See OPINIONS, 6

Lymon steps up for Lady Raiders

Sophomore Chelsia Lymon recovers from 
torn ACL and shines in starting role for 

MT’s women’s basketball team.
See SPORTS, 7
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Above: Voters present their identifi cation as others cast their ballots at the Rutherford County Election Commission, also pictured 
bottom right.  Below, left: Zack Marshall, seated left, and Warren Isenhour distribute information in the KUC.

Students cast 
early ballots for 
Super Tuesday

Thursday is the last day of early voting in the Tennessee state 
primary election, which will take place Tuesday, Feb. 5. 

Voters must be registered in Rutherford County to participate 
here, but are not required to affi liate with a specifi c party.

Although on Thursday voters may participate at such locations 
as the offi ce of the Rutherford County Election Commission on 
the Square, “on election day, registered voters must vote at the pre-
cinct they are assigned,” said H. Hooper Penuel, Jr., administrator 
of elections.

Early voting began Jan. 16, Penuel said, and as of Tuesday, some 
7,280 people had voted, including absentees.

Among those striving to get out the vote is the group Students 
for Barack Obama, said Steven Barnes, an advisor to a student or-
ganization on campus and a volunteer with the Obama campaign.

“In the past, so many young people, particularly the 18 to 30 age 
group, have felt like their involvement in the political process is 
meaningless,” Barnes said. “But I think what we’ve seen in earlier 
primaries in this election process, the voter turnout from young 
people–college students in particular–has played a signifi cant im-
pact in the outcome.”

The group is providing free transportation from campus to voting 
sites. Shuttles go from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and depart at the top of every 
hour from the Keathley University Center. Those wishing to receive 
a ride can sign up at the organization’s table on the second fl oor.

Barnes noted that identifi cation is necessary to vote, and that 
while it’s too late to register for the primaries, there is still plenty of 
time before the general election in November.

“Early voting is instrumental to college students because of the 
ease of it,” said Zach Marshall, state coordinator of Students for 

By Dan Potter
Community News Editor

See Voting, 3
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Abortion resolution 
passes Senate again

By Lucas L. Johnson II
Associated Press

Plea bargain 
possible for 
Kevin Sisco

By Dan Potter
Community News Editor

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) _ A resolution that would change the 
state’s constitution to allow more limits on abortion has again passed 
the Senate but still may face challenges in the lower chamber.

The measure sponsored by Sen. Diane Black, R-Gallatin, passed 
23-9 on Wednesday. It has passed the Senate before, but repeatedly 
failed in a subcommittee of the Democrat-controlled House.

The measure seeks to nullify a state Supreme Court ruling that 
the Tennessee Constitution offers greater protection for abortion 
rights than the U.S. Constitution.

The proposal would say that “nothing in this Constitution se-
cures or protects a right to abortion or requires the funding of 
an abortion.”

However, an amendment added to the resolution would allow 
lawmakers to change statutes regarding abortion in cases of rape, 
incest or the mother’s safety.

“I’m pleased with the passage,” Black said. “This is a good day 
for the people of Tennessee; to restore to the people the power of 
their constitution.”

Before the vote, lawmakers debated over several proposed 
amendments to the resolution, all of which failed or were with-
drawn. One proposal by Sen. Beverly Marrero said in part that “the 
government shall not punish a woman for ending a pregnancy” 
when she is the victim of incest, rape, or to save her life.

“The majority of people in this state are not in favor of a woman 
carrying a baby to term that’s been raped,” the Memphis Democrat 
said before the vote on her amendment. “The majority of the peo-
ple in this state are in favor of the language of this amendment.”

The last time a similar resolution passed the Senate was in 2006. 
That same year, however, it failed in the Public Health and Family 
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Students protest the Genocide Awareness Project in Fall, 2007.      
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An assistant district attorney will offer a plea agreement next 
week to the defense attorney of Kevin Sisco, a former MTSU stu-
dent who is charged with attempted murder.

Sisco was charged in September with attempted fi rst-degree 
murder in the beating of Ashley Manis at Jim Cummings Hall, 
where she and Sisco both lived.  

“The defense attorney and myself will sit down and discuss the 
case” on Feb. 4, said Assistant District Attorney Paul Newman. 
“We’ll have a written offer prepared for them.”

“I can’t tell you what the offer would be,” Newman said. 
On Feb. 21, the defense will formally accept or reject the offer, or 

“they could ask for a continuance,” Newman said. “If there was a 
trial set it would probably be in 60 to 90 days.”

Sisco faces heavy consequences if convicted, Newman said. “At-
tempted fi rst-degree murder is a class A felony” and carries a pos-
sible prison sentence of 15 to 25 years. Sisco is also charged with 
possession of a weapon on school property–a misdemeanor.

Murfreesboro Police Department Detective James Abbott said 
in a preliminary hearing in November that Sisco admitted to beat-
ing Manis, the Daily News Journal reported.

Manis, who suffered head trauma and several broken bones in 
the alleged attack, “has not completely recovered,” Newman said. 
“I have talked to [her] father, I plan on talking to him again.”

The case is set for the court of Judge Don Ash, where it is routine 
for the prosecution and the defense to consider a deal before trial, 
Newman said.

Sisco is represented by Guy Dotson Jr. The defense attorney did 
not return calls to his offi ce Wednesday.

Gene Fitch, associate vice president for Student Affairs and 
dean of Student Life, said MTSU Judicial Affairs could not com-
ment on the case, however, “Kevin Sisco has been incarcerated, so 
it makes it diffi cult” to investigate because they do not have access 
to the suspect.

Newman commended local law enforcement for helping the dis-
trict attorney’s offi ce prepare for the case, saying “I think that the 
MTSU police working with the Murfreesboro city police have done 
an outstanding job of putting this case together.”

He also noted two MTSU criminal justice majors are serving as 
interns and helping collect information. “That’s been of great as-
sistance to us.”


