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in on-campus residents 
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Renovations of 
Beauregard to 
begin late fall

By Catrina Hebert
Staff Writer

 The renovations for the Cotillion Ball-
room began during the summer semester and 
the Beauregard Hall renovations will begin 
sometime in the fall, Michael Davis, assistant 
vice president for administration, said.
  Beauregard will be undergoing renova-
tions for 18 months to two years and should 
be complete by the fall 2010 semester, Davis 
said. 
 The cost to renovate Beauregard Hall is 
$14.8 million provided by state funds and was 
originally requested in 1983, Davis said.
 “The project is possible through the efforts 
of (state) Rep. Warren Triche,” Davis said.
 Beauregard Hall will be gutted out and re-
ceive new labs and stadium style sitting for lec-
ture classes, Davis said. The new interior will 
consist of rebuilt mechanical systems, electric 
service upgrades, energy effi cient windows 
and fi re alarm upgrades.
 The staircase on the quad side will be re-
moved along with the pond, Davis said. The 
building will be upgraded with handicap ramps 
and new elevators.
 “The building will be brought up to cur-
rent ADA accessibility codes,” Davis said.
 There will be no classes scheduled for 
Beauregard Hall in the fall, spring and the fall 
of 2009, Larry Howell, associate provost, said. 
With the help of the departments, classes have 
been reassigned to other buildings. 
 Davis said the scheduling of classes has 
shifted some classes to evening classes to ac-
commodate the renovations.
 “The biggest part of the project is to sat-
isfy academic needs,” he said. 
 Fresh paint to the walls and entranceway 
to the Plantation Suite, along with new light-
ing and refurbished restrooms, is brightening 
up the heavily-used Cotillion Ballroom, Davis 
said. 
 “The wear and tear of the building was be-

By Delia-Marie Richardson
Staff Writer

 With three new residence halls 
and additional housing options, more 
students are opting for on-campus 
residency this year.
 Housing applications for the 
2008 fall semester have increased 
by more than 165 applicants since 
the 2007 fall semester, Eugene Dial, 
vice president of student affairs and 
enrollment services, said. 
 “The cost of driving back and 
forth is so costly it is cost effi cient 
to live on campus. When students 
look at the cost of fuel and time spent 
— students could be working, mak-
ing money during this time — it just 
makes more economic sense,” Dial 
said.
 The rising cost of fuel isn’t the 
only believed reason for the increase 
in on-campus residents. 
 “The new facilities will provide 
students with state-of-the-art ameni-
ties and privacy. It makes students 
want to live here,” Dial said.
 “The increase in students inter-
ested in living on campus is a nice 
development. More campus resi-
dents means a more active campus 
life. The increase in housing requests 
necessitated bringing Babington Hall 
back on line. As a result we will be 
hiring some additional resident assis-
tants for both Babington and a couple 
of other halls. We don’t anticipate 
any particular diffi culties with the 
increase in residents once we have 
reached a full staff,” Lisa Grubbs, di-
rector of Residential Life, said.
 But with the excitement of new 
facilities and additional on-campus 
residents, comes various problems. 
 “The development of the new 

halls is behind schedule by a couple 
of weeks; the halls should have been 
fi nished in early July, early August 
at latest. Everything will be very 
hectic,” Kim Montague, director of 
housing, said. “No one is to blame 
for the setback. We can’t open new 
halls two weeks or four days before 
school starts without having diffi cul-
ties. We need to check light bulbs, air 

conditioners, we need a few months 
to walk through the new buildings 
and check everything out.”
 Brittany Taraba, marketing ju-
nior from Monroe, who lives in 
Scholars Hall, does not have a func-
tioning room key and will be without 
one for over a week. 
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Celeste Roberts, English sophomore from Schriever, helps freshman Annie Bordelon 
move into the new Scholars Hall . This semester saw an increase of residents.
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