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When Eastern entered into its partnership 
with Siemens Building Technologies in the 
spring semester of 2008, it planned to invest 
$22 million in reducing energy costs—$22 
million that would be replaced by energy sav-
ings. More recently, Eastern announced that 
the investment, and eventual savings would 
be increasing to $27 million. Today, nine 
months after Eastern’s initial announcement, 
where does the plan stand?

James Street, Eastern’s director of capital 
planning and facilities management, said East-
ern is currently in an 18-month-long construc-
tion phase, during which the energy-saving 
changes and renovations will be completed.

Gary S. Effinger, Siemens construction 
manager, said Siemens targets everything that 
consumes energy or water in search of areas 
where efficiencies might be found. Light fix-
tures have been replaced or retro-fitted with 
more energy efficient bulbs, the central heat 
plant has been updated and mechanical sys-
tems are being upgraded.

Effinger said Siemens has been working 
on the boilers in the central heat plant. Boil-
ers #1 (coal-fired) and #3 (gas-fired) are al-
ready in operation and Boilers #2 and #4 
(both coal-fired) are to be started at some 
point this week. The goal is to run mainly on 
coal with gas as a back-up. 

Lighting retrofitting work has already be-
gun in Wallace and the Crabbe Complex and 
water conservation measures will start some-
time this week, Effinger said.

Effinger said a notice would be sent out in 
EKU Today alerting the campus communi-
ty when and in what buildings water service 
will be shut down to make adjustments.

“A lot of work is being done second shift, 
so that students and faculty are not dis-
turbed,” Effinger said. 

Effinger said that larger projects would be 
done in the summer when Siemens can be in 
more buildings at once without disrupting 
students and faculty. Dorms will be worked 
on in the summer as well, when students are 
away on break.

Marc Whitt, director of public relations 
and marketing, said the savings Eastern has 
acquired have led to national press attention 
and has shown that Eastern is a leader in the 
nation for its sustainability.

Street said Eastern will have saved approx-
imately $2 million after construction is com-

pleted, but an exact amount of how much 
the university has saved at the present time 
would be hard to determine. 

Street said the university spends nearly $7 
million a year on utilities alone. Siemens will cut 
that sum in half, saving Eastern about $3.5 mil-
lion a year, and nearly $6,000 a day, Street said.

Street said the new improvements being 
implemented would also help to reduce East-
ern’s carbon footprint and create a healthier 
campus environment.

Eastern will save an environmental equiv-
alent of more than 37,662 acres of forest pre-
served, 9,832 cars removed from the road or 
105,091 barrels of oil burned. Carbon dioxide 
emissions will also be reduced by more than 
76,425,790 lbs, according to information pro-
vided by Street.

“[It’s] the largest single revenue proj-
ect we’ve ever undertaken,” Street said. “The 
beauty is $27 million worth of work that 

doesn’t take revenue away from other [areas] 
of the university.”

To pay for the project, Eastern borrowed 
money through SunTrust Lease, Street said. 

Rich Middleton, director of facilities ser-
vices, said the money saved on utility bills 
pays for the project.

But Eastern won’t have to worry if the 
power bill is little high in a given month.  

Street said that if the university does not 
make enough money from the new improve-
ments to pay back SunTrust, Siemens will pay 
the difference.

Street said that payback would last for 
roughly 12 years after the 18-month con-
struction phase is completed.

Effinger said after construction is com-
pleted, Siemens continues to provide service 
elements and measurement verifications to 
make sure that things are still operating prop-
erly to save the university money.

The Faculty Senate vot-
ed unanimously to reject the 
new Dead Week policy pro-
posal this Monday, Dec. 1 – 
the same policy the Student 
Senate voted unanimously to 
approve on Tuesday, Oct. 28. 

Members of the Student 
and Faculty senates had be-
gun working together at the 
beginning of last semester 
to create the policy revision, 
which would further define 
the rules for “pre-examination 

week.” 
S t u d e n t 

Government 
Association 
E x e c u t i v e 
Vice Presi-
dent Lindsey 
Cross, who 
brought the 
proposal be-
fore the Fac-
ulty Senate, 
said she was 

extremely surprised the policy 
failed without any recommen-
dations for how to revise it. 

“We sought faculty input 
from the very beginning, and 
it seemed like we all agreed 
that this policy was a good 
idea,” she said. “So for not one 
senator to vote yes for this pol-
icy was shocking.”

Cross said the initial facul-
ty and student group looking 
at the Dead Week policy was 
comprised of six faculty sen-
ators and three student sena-
tors.

The policy then spent a 
lot of time within the Stu-
dent Senate, Cross said, dur-
ing which it was taken to the 
members of the Faculty Senate 
several times for their input, 
undergoing revisions every 
time, up until November.

“I really couldn’t believe 
people who helped draft the 
policy voted against it,” she 
said.

Cross said she feels the dis-
agreeing votes show a weak 
relationship between the stu-
dents and faculty.

“I feel that this decision 
was made without the Faculty 
Senate’s full consideration of 
the policy’s impact on the stu-
dent body, and that this deci-
sion indicates that the Facul-
ty Senate is out of touch with 
what the student body needs,” 
she said.

But while the Faculty Sen-
ate voted against the policy, 
they did vote to issue a task 
force to investigate Dead Week 
further.

Malcolm Frisbie, biological 
sciences professor and faculty 
member on the Board of Re-
gents, said the rejection of the 
policy doesn’t mean the Fac-
ulty Senate is completely op-
posed to investigating the is-
sue. 

“The decision to create a 
task force with the Student 
Senate will allow us to look 
at the issue more closely and 
see what, if anything, we can 

do to address the concerns 
surrounding Dead Week,” he 
said.

But at the Student Sen-
ate meeting on Tuesday, Dec. 
2, many senators voiced their 
displeasure with the faculty’s 
idea of creating a new task 
force.

“What was the point of last 
spring’s task force who drafted 
this policy?” said Robert Mill-
er, chair of the Student Rights 
Committee. “The Faculty Sen-
ate helped us write it. We made 
concession after concession 
and I just can’t envision taking 
more out of the policy and it 
still having practical use to the 
student body.”

Senate Information and 
Technology Chair Brian Fab-
er said he felt the lengthy dis-
cussion in the Tuesday meet-
ing indicates dedication on the 
Student Senate’s part.

“We’re trying to think 
like faculty, but it seems like 
they’re not trying to think like 
students and how this all af-
fects us,” he said.

Jane Rainey, political sci-
ence professor and faculty sen-
ator, said feelings like Faber’s 
aren’t necessarily warranted. 

“I really feel like most pro-
fessors want to be reasonable 
and have students do well on 
tests and papers,” she said. “We 
don’t try to overload at the end 
of the semester, but some as-
signments do fit best at the 
end of the course and need to 
be in the last few weeks of the 
semester.”

Rainey said she feels nor-
mal coursework helps students 
practice time management.

“We understand students 
have a lot of stress during the 
week before finals with more 
classes than just ours,” she said. 
“But many of us teach classes 
other than just theirs too, so 
we think about that when we 
issue assignments.” But Rain-
ey said academic freedom for 
instructors did play a role in 
many “no” votes. 

“A lot of faculty seem to feel 
like a policy like this would 
take away a professor’s right 
to manage and schedule their 
own course,” she said. “The 
faculty feels like they’re being 
micro-managed.”

University President Doug 
Whitlock said the complexity 
of the policy put forth was a 
major issue with Faculty Sen-
ate.

“We’ve got a relatively sim-
ple dead week policy right 
now,” he said. “Once you try to 
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A student committee charged 
with helping to keep college af-
fordable is looking for input 
from students in a unique way—
through Facebook.

The Student Advisory Com-
mittee, made up of the student 
body president and one other 
student representative from ev-
ery university in Kentucky, has 
been given the job of telling 
Frankfort how the state could 
make sure college costs stay rea-
sonable for students.

The student committee, 
along with its counterpart, the 
University Presidents’ Adviso-
ry Committee, is helping guide 
the recommendations made by 
a higher education task force, 
created by Gov. Steve Beshear in 
October. Lawmakers will con-
sider the task force’s recommen-
dations during the next general 
assembly.

A Facebook group called the 
Kentucky Student Coalition for 
Affordable Tuition has been cre-
ated as part of the process. Stu-
dents can post ideas for keeping 

college costs low to a discussion 
board on the group page—a dis-
cussion board that is being read 
by members of the task force, 
said Alex Combs, Eastern’s stu-
dent body president.

Combs said the Student Ad-
visory Committee he serves on 
has already provided the task 

force with a report of poten-
tial money-saving ideas, and 
will be refining and expanding 
those ideas for a second report 
to be given to the task force on 
Jan. 13. But he said his adviso-
ry committee’s opinions are not 
the only ones Frankfort needs to 
hear.

“We don’t wanna be the only 
ones making suggestions,” he 
said. “In a sense, any student 
who joins [the Facebook group] 
has the ability to have their voice 
heard.”

As of Tuesday night, the dis-

Facebook acts as forum for ideas on college costs

Eastern announced on Mon-
day that it is entering into a gov-
ernment-funded partnership to 
research and produce an alter-
native fuel source made from 
plants farmed in Kentucky.

Eastern President Doug 
Whitlock said Eastern will be 
working with its corporate 
partner, San Diego-based Gen-
eral Atomics, to develop an “op-
timum mix” of plant materials 
grown in Kentucky that can be 
used to create fuel using algae.

General Atomics Vice Presi-
dent Bill Davison said General 
Atomics has already done work 
producing biofuel using algae 
in the sunny desert areas of the 
southwest U.S., but wants to de-
velop the capabilities to pro-
duce the fuel in other areas of 
the country as well.

General Atomics has already 
done work in Kentucky, includ-
ing the creation of hazardous 
waste disposal units for the 
Blue Grass Army Depot, Davi-
son said.

Eastern’s role in the project 
will be through its newly cre-
ated Center for Renewable and 

Alternative Fuels Technology 
(CRAFT), Whitlock said. Whit-
lock said the center is currently 
staffed by two Eastern agricul-
ture professors, Dr. Bruce Pratt 
and Dr. Don Llewellyn, and an 
Eastern economics professor, 
Dr. Frank O’Connor.

The center will conduct re-
search on Eastern’s campus and 
in the field to determine which 
inedible plant parts create the 
best mix for pairing with algae 
to creat biofuel.

Pratt said potential plant 
choices include switch grass, 
corn stalks and sawdust. The 
plant parts must be made of 

cellulose, an indigestible part 
of the plant for humans, Pratt 
said.

In order to create the bio-
fuel, the cellulose must be bro-
ken down into its sugar com-
ponents. Those sugars are then 
used to feed the algae, which 
have a very high oil content, 
Pratt said. That oil is then ex-
tracted from the algae and re-
fined into biodiesel, he said.

Whitlock said the first step 
would be to create diesel fuel, 
but ultimately the goal would 
be to produce jet fuel.

Siemens partnership reducing utility costs

New Dead Week 
policy killed by 
faculty senate

New research center will assist in turning plant materials into fuel
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These are the 11 college affordability top-
ics that Chris Crumrine, the chair of the Stu-
dent Advisory Committee, recommended Gov. 
Beshear’s Higher Education Work Group look at. 
Crumrine presented his remarks on Nov. 12.

1. Textbook cost
According to a study cited by Crumrine, the 

cost of textbooks tripled from December 1986 
to December 2004. Crumrine said if students 
could know ahead of time what texts each course 
would require, students would choose courses 
with cheaper textbooks, and textbook publishers 
would subsequently want to lower their prices in 
order to sell their books.

2. Online syllabi
Crumrine said by providing a syllabus for ev-

ery course in an “online forum,” students could 
make more informed decisions when they regis-

ter for classes. More informed registration could 
reduce “class shopping” and translate into few-
er dropped courses when classes start, Crumrine 
said.

3. Tax relief
Crumrine said giving college students tax 

breaks for non-tuition education-related costs 
would make it easier for more people to attend 
college. He also said creating a post-graduation 
tax break could encourage graduates to remain 
in Kentucky.

4. Developmental education
Crumrine said students are often unpre-

pared for college and need remedial courses. Im-
proving high school education, creating a more 
“comprehensive” advising process and offering 
pre-college summer education programs are all
ways to improve the preparedness of students 
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Mike Lester, a pipefitting foreman for the Finney Company, uses a cutting torch in the Fun-
derburk mechanical room to cut piping, which will be reworked in preparation for the con-
denser water heat exchanger.
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President Doug Whitlock addressed the media Monday during a press 
conference about Eastern’s new partnership with General Atomics.
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