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N LIONS from page 8

coach Chuck Broyles said. “If you look
at our total plays, we only had 55 plays,
but we were very efficient”

The offense averaged 8.9 yards per
play, reaching the end zone seven times
with the defense and special teams
setting up two of the Gorillas’scoring
drives. A 44-yard punt return by Harrison
Kush and a 24-yard interception return
by linebacker Jason Northern set up
second-quarter touchdown drives of 7
and 11 yards.

Smith finished with a game-high 106
rushing yards and two TDs, including a
55-yardjauntintotheendzonetocapthe
Gorillas'scoring in the fourth quarter. He
also completed 10 of 15 passes for 229
yards and two scores.

A 102-yard rushing effort by Harlon
Hill candidate Germaine Race produced
three TDs. The 225-pound senior tail-
back scored on runs of 16, 7 and 3 yards

before exiting the game on the first play
of the fourth quarter with a leg cramp.
Race’s performance put him within 14
points of Brian Shay’s MIAA record of
544 points.

On the Gorillas’opening drive, Race
and Smith combined for 76 yards on
the ground as Smith scored on the final
15 yards on a keeper. The six-minute,
49-second possession was two minutes
longer than any PSU scoring drive this
season.

“I think they kind of got their heads
down after we just smash-mouthed all
the way to the end zone,” Smith said.
“We just kept going from there!”

Just three minutes later, after forc-
ing the Lions to punt, the Gorillas found
scoring territory once again as Race went
untouched from 16 yards out.

Then, after a punt by MSSU’s Bran-
don Hawkins put the Gorillas at the 1,

they did something unexpected.

With less than a minute left in the first
quarter, Smith faked a hand-off to Race,
dropped back into the end zone and
found Pray at the 33. From there, Pray, a
sprinter for the PSU track and field team,
had no problem outrunning the Lions’
defense for the longest scoring pass in
school history.

“Southern tried to bunch them upin
there and that assured we were going to
get Pray one-on-one,” Broyles said.

Once the play had been called, Pray
said he knew he was going all the way.

“There was like 30 seconds left in the
first quarter and we had the wind, so we
said if have a chance we're gonna call
it,” Pray said. "And when we called it,
outside of the corner, | saw it was just
straight man and call me conceited, but
anybody that’s straight man on me |
think I can run past them.”

The Gorillas scored twice more in the
first half on a 7-yard run by Race and 4-
yard pass from Smith to tight end Brian
Barta.

First-year head coach Bart Tatum’s
Lions (3-1, 1-1) began three of their first
four possessions at the 20 after Nathan
Alleman’s kickoffs flew into or past the
end zone. The other series began at the
17.

The Lions, who went 3-and-out on
two of their first four possessions, gained
358 yards total offense on 65 plays.

After the Gorillas gave up 467 yards
the previous week against Missouri
Western, the defense cameintothegame
against the Lions with a big appetite.

“We definitely were hungry,” said
Northern, who led PSU with 12 tackles
and 1.5 tackles for loss. “Practice started
off Monday intense, absolutely intense,
nobody expected it. ...Today we came
outand showed exactly what we wanted

”

to do, be physical and just tear them up!

Held to just 45 yards in the first quar-
ter, the Lions didn't score until late in the
first half.

Adam Hinspeter hit Colin Bado with
a three-yard TD pass for the first of
three MSSU touchdowns. Kicker Brian
Malette capped thefirst-half scoring with
a 39-yard field goal.

The Gorillas scored on their first two
second-half series for a 48-10 lead with
13:36 left.

In the final 10 minutes, MSSU
trimmed the lead to 48-24 with a five-
yard scoring run by Freddie Colbert and
a one-yard TD pass from Hinspeter to
Bado.

Hinspeter,whothrewfourincomplete
passes on his first six attempts, finished
24 of 34 for 224 yards and Bado pulled
in 10 catches for 66 yards.

“We were all a lot more physical and
just ready to play,” Smith said.

N ESU from page 8

The Gorillas must go into the
game against Emporia State
with the same confidence
theyshowedagainstMissouri
Southern last week.

The offense must build an
early lead to establish domi-
nance as playing at Emporia
has proven a tough task for
the Gorillas. Pittsburg State
has lost two of the last three
contests at Welch Stadium,
the last, 13-3,in 2002.

Quick hits

n While the Gorillas have
won seven of the 10 previous
games against the Hornets,
theserieshasn'tbeenwithout
its share of surprises. In
2003, Emporia State defeated
PSU 22-20 in the Gorillas’
homecoming game. The
Hornets also won 13-3 the
year before.

n Emporia State joined
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when so many teams were this
solid. Northwest is looking fantas-
tic, Western has proved its ability.
Even with a loss, Washburn looks
good again and maybe — maybe
—Truman State has turned a cor-
ner. Don't look at the loss column
to judge the league when the
season comes to an end. A lot of
teams will have beaten up on one
another before then.

Predictions are pointless. Not
many people had Central Mis-
souri — sorry, UCM - with two
losses in their first four games,
and Western’s dominance of the
Gorillas made a lot of heads turn.
It's hard to tell what will happen
in this league. With seven weeks
remainingintheseason, it's pretty
clearthatnothinghasbeensettled
in the MIAA race. We've already
been surprised with some of the
scores we've seen and we're sure
to be shocked a few more times.

The only thing certain is that
it'll be a pretty fun ride.

Goin’ bananas
the MIAA in 1991, two years R
after the Gorillas. The Hor-
nets were one of five teams
to share a piece of the 2003
league title, but have never
won it outright.

n Pittsburg State tailback
Germaine Race sits within
14 points of former Emporia
State running back Brian
Shay’s MIAA career-scoring
record of 544 points. Race
has already broken Shay’s
careertouchdownrecord this
season.

n Hornets senior wide
receiver Ryan Hulings is the
older brother of Pittsburg
State catcher Jenny Hulings,
a first-year player for the
Gorillas’ softball team.

n Perfect on the season,
Pittsburg State kicker Nathan
Alleman is now 30 of 30 on
PAT attempts.

Eenlth and Family Services

Raymond Hillegas/Collegio
Joshua Cunningham, graduate student in engineering technology, cheers during the
Pittsburg State/Missouri Southern football game Saturday at Carnie Smith Stadium.
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Women's Health Care Services
at Reduced Rates

$1.00 off any sandwich with PSU ID
$5.00 off any tanning lotion with PSU ID

Sandwich Bar Hours Coffee Bar and Tanning Hours

Mon- Sat. 10:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday - Saturday

Sun 10:30 a.m.- 6 p.m. 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday

Salad Bar Hours

Mon-Thu. 10:30 a.m. t0 8 P.M. 4Lin orders welcome 620-235-1510
Fri-Sun. 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 602 S. Broadway

Eventcatering,gourmetcakesandcookiesavailablebyspecialorder
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COOMES SELF STORAGE - Fall
and Winter Specials. 620-231-
7450.

W/D $262.50 per month plus 1/2
utilities. 316-304-4344, 316-788-
88309.

our group discounts! Voted best
party schedules. 1-800-648-4849.
w.ststravel.com.

CYAN MAGENTA BLACK



