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bama’s inauguration is not just nationally significant,” said William
H. Rehnquist Professorship of American History and Culture Jim Ralph, “it
is internationally important.” Fully cognizant of the gravity of the event, the
Middlebury community watched intently, reflecting on the manner in which
the transition of power will transform their lives.

“What I find truly extraordinary is the hope and the promise that later in
my life I might look back on this day, January 20, 2009, and this entire elec-
tion process, as one of the most influential and one of the most critical for my
future successes and for those of this country,” Emily Gullickson "10 said.

“I believe that Obama’s election and inaugura-
tion represents change in the beliefs of many
Americans. For many African-Americans, it is
somewhat proof that the sky is the limit. On the
other hand, many people now call this a post-ra-
cial society. I believe that it is incredibly naive for
anyone to think that this is a post-racial society,
and to think that the issue of race will magically
disappear with the election of one black man. Oh,
by the way, is he really black?”

“It is like the dream being realized on many lev-
els. I have this organic feeling about him as my
leader. He needs my energy and my support, and
he has it. It’s an inspiring thing to feel that he lis-
tens to our voices and feels our pain. He knows
what’s going on. I felt divorced from the last re-
gime. We were crying out about issues that were
important to us, and he wasn’t listening ... This is
not just the wish, dream, desire and need of the
black community. It’s the desire of the soul of the
nation ... Students can’t just give lip service to this
momentous change. They need to examine their
own lives and see how they can participate.”
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Students, faculty and staff were alternately ecstatic and apprehensive: : :
even before the election really got going,

they relished the change to come, but wondered whether Obama harnesses
the ability to live up to high expectations.
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— Matt Westman ’0

“I woke up this morning and
felt better about life. I feel proud.
I've never had this much patrio-
tism. Obama inspires me to be a
better American.”

— Aaron Smith ‘09

local restaurant.”

“Yes we can. Yes we did. Yes we will,” Tahirah Foy ’10 said.
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I identify myself as a conserva-
tive, and I voted for John McCain.
But I'm so proud of our country
today.

— Kristen Gura, '11.5

“The first time I get to vote, I un-
derstand and believe in everything he
said. That whole 10-minute speech, I
understood everything he said. I see the

Change'”‘ — Melida Maldonado "11 i

I'm just really excited that Obama
can bring new hope for the future, and
it'’s exciting to see a person of color in
the White House. I hope he’ll do more
for social justice, and bring people to-
gether.

— Manuel Carballo, Associate
Director of Admissions

Students, faculty and staff
gathered in FIC to watch

Obama be sworn in.




