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Baseball’s
2008
surprises

“In this world nothing can be said to
be certain, except death and taxes.”
Benjamin Franklin, 1789

Benji forgot to mention a few
certainties in this world: the Yan-
kees and the
Red Sox will
scuffle for first
place all season
long; Pujols will
go .300-30-100;
Mike Sweeney
will get hurt.
But every year,
there are some
surprises. Last year, for instance,
the Indians shocked everyone with
a 96-win season and a swift beat-
ing of the Yanks in the playoffs.
Dustin Pedroia, the Sox’ scrappy,
five-foot-nine second basemen, hit
a healthy .317 to win Rookie of the
Year. And did you know that Eric
Byrnes, the hard-nosed outfielder
for the Diamondbacks, stole 50
bases last year? The 2008 season
starts in just over a month — what
won’t go according to plan?

Ellis Rochelson
MLB Exclusive

Dontrelle Willis’ triumphant re-
turn

When the Tigers acquired
Miguel Cabrera and Dontrelle Willis
from the Marlins, analysts focused
mainly on the addition of Cabrera.
This is understandable; 24-year-old
Cabrera is one of the best hitters
in the game, while Willis posted an
ugly 5.17 ERA last year. There’s rea-
son to believe, however, that Willis
is poised for a huge comeback. We
witnessed D-Train’s potential for
greatness in 2005, when he won 22
games with a sparkling 2.63 ERA.
He regressed in 2006 to a more
reasonable level of performance:
12 wins, 3.87 ERA. His severe re-
gression in 2007 was largely due
to his 38 percent increase in home
runs allowed. This stat might be
frightening if Dontrelle had sud-
denly started giving up more fly
balls than usual, but his ground ball-
to-fly ball ratio remained identical
from ’06 to ’07. This means that his
inability to keep the ball in the park
was likely due to bad luck — more fly
balls just happened to go a few extra
feet and clear the wall. When this
luck evens out in 2008, Willis will
be left with an ERA back near 4.00.
This leaves the Tigers with one of
the best rotations in the American
League, and they will regain the AL
Central crown.

Billy Wagner implodes

This prediction is somewhat
bold, but I'm not afraid to say it —
Billy Wagner will be downright,
Armando Benitezesque-awful this
season. There are several indicators
that a sharp decline is around the
corner for the Mets’ closer. First of
all, we return to the ground ball-to-
fly ball ratio. In 2007, this ominous
number began to shrink. He went
from 1.77 in 2006 to 0.87 in 2007. He
gave up more fly balls than ground-
ers for the first time since 2000 when
he posted a 6.18 ERA. Wagner is a
power pitcher and he cannot afford
to give up a ton of fly balls — his
96 MPH fastball will leave the park
just as fast. If this trend continues,
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Ashley Hess / Herald

Tri-captain Mark Savino ‘08 captured two key wins for his team over the weekend in N.Y. against Columbia and Cornell.

Wrestling loses its last two dual meets

BY HAN CUI
SPORTS STAFF WRITER

The wrestling team competed
in its final two dual meets of the
season in New York against Cor-
nell on Friday and Columbia on
Saturday. Although the Bears lost
31-9 to No. 15 ranked Cornell,
the team wrestled “some great
matches (with) great intensity,”
according to tri-captain Mark
Savino '08. The next day, the
Bears faced off against the Lions
and suffered another loss, 23-14.
But all three senior captains won
their matches against Columbia,
ending their dual meet careers
on a high note.

In the dual against Cornell,
Chris Musser ’09 started the
action at the 165-pound weight
class. Musser scored an early
takedown in the first period and
headed into the final period 2-1.
But with 15 seconds remaining

in the match, his opponent Mike
Mackie scored a reversal and
came back 3-2.

The Big Red went on a win-
ning streak and took the next
three matches. At the 174 and
184-pound weight classes, Kasey
McCurdy '11 and Matt Gevelinger
’09 wrestled against the No. 10
and No. 17 ranked opponents,
respectively. At 197, Leo Saniuk
’09 lost another close match, 4-3,
giving Cornell a 15-0 lead in team
points.

In the next heavy-weight class
match, tri-captain Levon Mock
’08 gave the team a confidence
boost when he pinned his oppo-
nent 32 seconds into the second
period, earning six team points
for the Bears. But the team lost
the next two matches at 125 and
133 pound-weight classes. At
141, Savino picked up the last
team win of the day when he
defeated Nick Bridge with a 5-3

decision.

“Individually, I was really
happy about my results,” said
Savino, who won the next day
against Columbia as well. “As a
senior, I was excited to get two
wins to finish the dual meet.”

Head Coach Dave Amato
thought the team wrestled bet-
ter against Cornell, which is a
much better team, than against
Columbia.

“Against Columbia, a few
matches didn’t go our way,”
Savino added.

At the starting 125-pound
match, Columbia got a four
point lead with a major deci-
sion. But two captains, Schell
and Savino, quickly stole back
the lead in the next two matches
with a major decision and a de-
cision win respectively. But the
Bears’ momentum stalled there

Four wins
for w. track
at champs

BY NICOLE STOCK
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The USA Track and Field New Eng-
land Championships last Sunday
at Harvard were a good stepping
stone for Brown as it prepares to
compete this weekend at the Ivy
League Heptagonal Championships
in Ithaca, N.Y. The heptagonals are
the pinnacle of the season for the
Bears as they look to close out the
indoor season with a bang. Even
though some of the team members
did not compete last Sunday in order
to rest for this coming weekend,
the Bears still had many strong
finishes.

The men turned in several strong
performances, headed by Matthew
Jasmin’s '09 first place finish in the
60-meter hurdles. Jasmin is looking
to take this performance into next
weekend.

“Even though it does feel good
to win New Englands my main goal
is to perform well at Heps,” Jasmin
said. “I'm definitely going to focus
on improving upon my personal
best at Heps as well as score some
points for Brown.”

Christian Escareno "10 turned in
another strong performance in the
one-mile run, crossing the finish
line third with a time of 4:16.12, a
personal best. Escareno also took
home an eighth place finish in the
800-meter run. The 60-meter dash
proved tough for the Bears as Jo-
seph Mastrangelo '09 earned a 13th
place finish and teammate Deshaun
Mars ’08 finished 15th. Mastrangelo
had a better finish in the 200 meter,
earning sixth with a time of 22.52
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Equestrian takes fifth at
Wesleyan, Region Lead

BY MEGAN MCCAHILL
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

After an encouraging second place
finish to UConn two weekends ago,
the equestrian team placed fifth
at Wesleyan’s Windcrest Farm
on Saturday, finishing 12 points
behind first place UConn. The first
place team at the end of the regular
season qualifies for the Zone 1
Championship, from which the
top two teams advance to IHSA
Nationals. Brown started off the
season with a sizeable lead in the
region, but since the Thanksgiving
break it has been steadily declin-
ing. As a result of Saturday’s fifth
place finish, Brown, which had a
19 point lead over the Huskies
in Region One, now stands only
seven points ahead of their rivals
with only two shows remaining in
the regular season.

“It was disappointing to lose
some of our lead, but because we
all felt we rode pretty well it didn’t
really hurt our team morale,” said
Dakota Gruener ’'11. “We were ex-
pecting to do better but the judges
didn’t rule in our favor.”

Brown point riders got off to an
encouraging start when Whitney
Keefe ’08 finished second in Open
Fences, but that turned out to be
one of the few highlights of the day

for the Bears. Gruener, who upset
UConn’s top rider to take High
Point Rider the previous week-
end, placed sixth in Intermediate
Fences. In Novice Fences, Irmak
Tasindi ’08 finished fourth.

“Nobody on our team felt like
they rode poorly,” Gruener said.
“I personally disagreed with a lot
of the judges’ scoring on differ-
ent divisions but that’s the way
it goes in a sport with subjective
judging. You win some and you
lose some.”

Keefe took third in Open Flat,
Emma Bogdonoff "10 finished
sixth in Intermediate Flat and Ta-
sindi placed third in Novice Flat.
Stephanie Carmack '08 pinned
fifth in Walk Trot Canter before
Kona Shen ’10 finally gave the
Bears some much needed points
with a blue ribbon in Walk Trot.

“It’s always a little harder
when your class is last in the day
because you know exactly how
important your points could be,”
said Shen. “But everyone who is
chosen to score is under equal
pressure. We actually rode well
on Saturday; it just turned out that
the people who placed well weren’t
chosen to count for points, and
that’s one of the toughest things
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Courtesy of Amy Lowitz

Emma Clippenger ‘09 pointed out in the Novice Flat, earning a blue rib-
bon as well as a bid for regionals, at Wesleyan on Saturday.



