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New café to open in time for next semester

LAUREN DANIE
SENIOR REPORTER

A new restaurant will soon be
open on Gilbo Avenue in Keene.
Port Authority Café will open its
doors to college students and the
Keene community as soon as Dec.
15. Catering to Keene State College
students, Port Authority Café will
stay open until 2 a.m. each night.

Owner Mark Seidler said he got
inspiration to keep his doors open
until 2 a.m. from KSC students.

“I understand that there could
be kids studying until 11 at night
and I thought that there needs
to be a place to go to get a break
or something,” Seidler said. “I'm
hoping it'll work out that way at
least.”

Most KSC students have taken a
liking to the idea.

“It will not only be good on
weekends when we have the beer
munchies, but also on week nights
when it’s 10:30 and were hungry
for god knows why,” sophomore
Amy Gregory said. “It'll be nice
to go and get some real food that
late.”

Freshman Kelsey Sanford
agreed with Gregory and said she’s
excited for a change from the usual
late-night restaurants.

“The only place to go for food
around 2 a.m. is Dominos right
now,” Sanford said. “There’s only
so much Dominoes you can have
before you gain the freshman fif-
teen.”

Port Authority Café will feature
a wide variety of food from basic

hamburgers, hot dogs and fries
to open-faced grilled sandwiches,
soups and salads.

“We're going to serve interest-
ing things to make it interesting
and fun,” Seidler said. “We're going
to have a broad menu; there will
be something tied in for everyone
and we plan on anchoring some
recipes to somewhere far off and
far away.”

Seilder said he'd feature chicken
wings that originated in Buffalo,
NY., as well as other items from
places around the country and even
the world - even getting inspiration
for a tea from the book “Three
Cups of Tea” by Greg Mortenson
and David Oliver Relin.

This diversity is what Seidler
hopes will make his restaurant
stand out among others in Keene.

“It’s going to be good food at a
great price, made from scratch in a
fun environment,” Seidler said.

“I think that diversity among
restaurants is really important,”
Sanford said. “It sounds like this
resturant will be pretty popular.”

Seidler said Port Authority Café
will have a high-tech theme and
will also stay true to its bus station
roots.

“There’s gioing to be some
cinder blocks but the rest is basi-
cally all stainless steel,” Seidler
said. “The only color essentially
will be a vase in the center with
red flowers.”

“It'll be really high tech and I'm
also gong to announce regularly
when the busses are leaving the
station,” Seidler added.

Seidler hopes to open his res-
taurant by Dec. 15, but acknowl-
edges most of that depends on
other people.

“A lot of it is out of my hands at
this point and in the hands of con-
tractors and plumbers and other
people,” Seidler said.

City Manager John MacLean
has worked with Seidler on the
process of getting Port Authority
Café up and running,.

“He (Seidler) came to me only
a few months ago, it’s been a fairly
quick process,” MacLean said.
“Processes like this can go quickly,
but that depends on the circum-
stances. In this case, there was
available space and he met all the
requirements for information and
layout and presented it to the city
council who voted to authorize the
lease.”

Seidler said he has some ideas of
how to make Port Authority Café
stand out and survive in today’s
market.

“Number one: I'm trying the
best way I know how to make it
a fun place to be in. Number two:
we're going to have great food and
number three is that I'm going to
hire people who will make the
place warm and welcoming,” Sei-
dler said. “The last thing is that
we’ll have prices that will be good
in today’s economy.”

“Overall I want it to be a fun
place where KSC students feel
comfortable in, and not just from 10
p-m. to 2 am., but anytime during
the day,” he said.
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The Port Authority Café will be located on Gilbo Avenue and is expected to open on Dec. 15.
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iel Stout said disorderly neighbor-
hoods not only make its occupants
uncomfortable, but they devalue
the houses within them.

“There are neighborhoods
where this has happened,” he
said.

Not all city council members
are enthusiastic about the pro-
posed ordinance. Mitch Green-
wald is a city council member and
landlord in Keene. He said he is
strongly opposed to the ordinance
as it stands now.

“It tries to make the landlord
responsible for the tenant’s bad
behavior,” he said.

Greenwald said he thinks
many landlords in Keene will be
opposed to the ordinance.

Pamela Russell Slack, a city
council member in Ward two, said
under the ordinance landlords
have more of a chance of getting
fined.

“I think the landlords need to
have some type of responsibility,”
Slack said. “I don't want to see my
sons or daughters living in apart-
ments not fit to be lived in.”

Slack said there have been less
instances involving disorderly
behavior so far this year.

“My understanding is there
aren’t as many complaints this
year,” she said. “I think it’s because
they’ve (Keene Police Department)
targeted certain apartments; we
know where the problems are.”

She said the students who
cause problems are few and far
between.

“It’s always the minority,” Slack
said. “The kids either change their
behavior or they don't, and some
don’t.”

Lt. Jay Duguay of the KPD
was a campus liaison at KSC for
six years. He said students made
up about 11 percent of arrests in
Keene while serving as liaison.

“Keene State students were a
small majority. It’s probably gone
up but not too much,” Duguay
said.

However, according to City
Manager John MacLean, the pro-

Below is a table including all violations listed in the proposed Disorderly Houses
Ordinance and their point values.

Violation 1st Offense | 2nd Offense 3rd
Offense
Allowing intoxicated or impaired per- |10 20 50
sons to leave unattended by a sober
person
Assault 25 50 75
Blocking/impeding traffic 10 20 50
Criminal mischief 10 20 50
Disorderly conduct 10 20 50
Littering 5 10 20
Noise violations 5 10 20
Overcrowding 5 10 20
Parking in violation of City ordinance |5 10 20
and/or capacity for site or neighbor-
hood
Public urination/defecation 10 20 50
Selling alcohol without a license 25 50 75
Trespass; spillover to other private 10 20 50
property
Unlawful drug possession or use 25 50 75
Underage alcohol possession or con- | 25 50 75
sumption

posed  disorderly
houses ordinance
applies to all neigh-
borhoods, not just
those housing stu-
dents. He said there
are houses in Keene
that “fit the criteria”
outlined in the ordi-
nance.

“If you look at

“If you look at
the ordinance,
it’s not just about
parties. It doesn’t
even talk about

MacLean
said “exhaustive
study” was done
on surround-
ing towns, such
as Rindge and
Durham, and
how they deal
with these types
of issues.

BrianMurphy,

the ordinance, it’s : ” land use enforce-
not just about par- p arties. ment officer for
ties. It doesn’t even Plymouth, N.H.,
talk about parties,” JOHN MacLEAN 4,34 Plymouth
MacLean said. “It CITY MANAGER has a  simi-
has to do with cer- lar  ordinance
tain issues people called Disorderly
have complained Actions  Ordi-

about to certain types of proper-
ties. These activities can take place
whether there’s a party or whether
students live there or not.”

nance.

“It is applicable solely to the
individual,” he said. “Generally,
when we encounter a house that is

a source of this type of conduct, it
ups police scrutiny and violators
are charged when warranted.”

He described one incident of
disorderly behavior that wassolved
by Plymouth State University and
town administrators personally
warning the perpetrators that they
would be “under constant scrutiny
and it would behoove them to
make sure that they dropped off
of official radar.”

“It serves to show that things
can sometimes be handled without
someone’s record being stained by
a violation,” Murphy said.

If the ordinance is passed, it is
in the name of maintaining a high
quality of life within Keene.

“I have to do what’s in the best
interest not only of the students
but of the community at large,”
Redfern said.

HURRY

(Cont. from A1)

through Keene Cribs.

Realtor Rick Grauer said stu-
dents wishing to look for places
through Keene Cribs can go online
and see properties available, which
is useful when
explaining what

“T don’t know

without an increase in supply, it
would make sense for landlords to
raise prices on properties.

According to Grauer, Keene
Cribs has not raised rent prices for
the 2009-2010 year from what they
were for 2008-2009.

Shepherd said rent has to go
up a little bit due to supply and

demand.

“You do have

an .apartmer.lt . . to raise the rent a
looks thke to their if more kids little bit, especially
parents. .
"ien cn v are looking yet, et
for landlords has
for landlords, as but more are_ decreased, the new
many. _students - definitely looking rental prices have
aren’t lpokmg for -, increased,”  Shep-
expensive apart- earlier. herd said. “Also,
ments or homes.. the city of Keene
_ Grauer  said RICK GRAUER has new regulations
living off campus REALTOR about upgrades and
allows students

to pay differently

with monthly payments rather than
one large payment at the begin-
ning of the year, which is how
students pay for room and board
when living on campus.

“The school wants your money
before you move in and they then
have the ability of holding your
grades or credits if they don’t get
that money. Landlords don’t have
that ability and you pay monthly,”
Grauer said.

Grauer also said he’s noticed
the increase in students looking for
places earlier in the year.

“I don’t know if more kids are
looking yet, but more are definitely
looking earlier,” Grauer said. “I
think they know that there will be
an increase in demand for places
when other people wake up. Girls
in particular have been looking
recently I've noticed. Some people
are going overseas to study next
semester, so they’ve wanted to
secure leases before they go.”

Mierzejewski said that was
another reason why she was look-
ing earlier.

“My roommate is going to Italy
next year so we wanted to look for
an apartment together and hope-
fully sign a lease before she leaves.
That would be so much easier,”
Mierzejewski said.

With the increase in demand

conditions of rentals

that make the prop-
erty more expensive, which drives
up the cost of rent.”

Grauer also said along with
supply and demand, the abuse pre-
vious tenants do to the apartment
or house can raise the rent for the
next tenant.

Senior Emily Bregman plans on
living in Keene for one semester
next year and has already told her
landlord about her plans.

“He said since me and my room-
mate have lived here before and
that he likes us, we've never given
him any trouble or anything, he’s
not going to raise our rent for next
year,” Bregman said.

“My boyfriend lives in a house
owned by my landlord, too. My
landlord said that if everyone
moved out of that house than he'd
raise the rent for the next tenants,”
she added.

Shepherd said most of his ten-
ants this year are seniors and some
are juniors. The junior tenants
he has haven’t started looking to
resign leases or look at other prop-
erties yet, so he has been getting
brand new students wanting to
secure leases.

With student population con-
tinuing to rise and a limit of on-
campus housing, finding a place to
live early might not be a bad idea.
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“What is your favorite holiday
tradition and why?”

“I like making
Christmas cookies
with my mom.”

Ashley Young
Freshman
Education

“Listening to
Christmas music
and singing
Christmas carols.”
Calice Maestro

Sophomore
Communication

“Singing Christmas
songs with my
family because I
love them.”

Jana Berthinanme

Sophomore
Education

“Going to church on
Christmas Eve.”

Kacey Rice
Freshman
Education

“When we open
presents on
Christmas Day.”

Will Nikiforakis
Freshman
Elementary Education

_|

Template 022308 JJP



