
Discovering Philadelphia:  10 hidden places

Aromatic House of Kabob, 113 Chestnut St.

Located in Old City, this restaurant/hookah bar specializes in Per-
sian food at prices that college students can afford.  They always have 
room for large groups, but the romantic atmosphere is perfect for 
couples.  On top of it all, the service is welcoming and friendly, mak-
ing Aromatic House of Kabob an excellent place to get a bite to eat 
and enjoy the comforts of many varieties of sheeshah fl avors.

Woody’s, 202 S. 13th St.

One of the oldest gay bars in the country, Woody’s Bar has much to 
offer to those of any orientation.  Called “Philly’s gay Mecca,” it offers a 
place for college-aged students to go Wednesday nights for only fi ve dollars 
admission.  The music always consists of the popular dance hits, specializ-
ing in “Bring ‘Em Out,” no pun intended.  And don’t worry, ladies, the men 
with the toned bodies sporting man thongs most likely won’t hit on you.

Lemon Hill and the Woodlands of Fairmount

Venturing deep into Fairmount, an outdoors-starved urban college student may fi nd comfort in knowing 
that the wonders of nature still exist.  Fairmount Park actually consists of many wooded areas mainly sur-
rounding Lemon Hill, which is basically a giant, open fi eld.  If you decide to go past the Waterworks of Fair-
mount, there are defi nitely many discoveries waiting to be experienced. 

Locust Walk 

Instead of only taking the small portion of Locust Walk over to CVS or Starbucks, try walking 
the entire walk — all the way to 40th Street.  UPenn’s campus is surprisingly relaxing and calming, 
along with being a sight to see in terms of aesthetic pleasure.  Upon reaching 40th Street, there are 
many stores and eateries to explore as well.

First Friday, Old City Art Galleries

On the fi rst Friday of every month, art galleries of Philadelphia open for 
the public — free of charge.  There are students who sell art on the street as 
well, if you’re willing to spend less than $500 dollars and still want a worth-
while piece of art.  So, if you’re looking for something to do early on a Friday 
night before all the parties and late night fun, stop by Old City for a look at 
some of the wholesome treasures that the city has to offer.

National Liberty Museum, 321 Chestnut St.

This museum is a hole-in-the-wall kind of adventure, seemingly boring and 
dull on the outside, but actually full of enjoyment and discovery.  The Flame of 
Liberty is a must see, a 20-foot crimson glass sculpture extending in the middle 
of the gift shop to the second fl oor.  The museum honors peace and the heroes of 
our world, bringing out the good in all who visit its halls of enlightenment.

Clark Park, 4400 Baltimore Ave.

This park remains hidden to most but is truly a treasure.  The park features a map 
that lists the diversity of trees found in the park, containing approximately 50 different 
kinds.  Every Saturday, the park has a farmers market that provides some relief from 
the city lifestyle.  Many other events occur at Clark Park on a regular basis, so it’s best 
to keep up with them, as they are often unique and a whole lot of fun. 

Gojjo Ethiopian Restaurant & Bar, 4540 Baltimore Ave.

Appearing like a hut from the outside — as its name translates in Ethiopian — but a classy 
restaurant on the inside, Gojjo offers unique food with cheap prices that will turn you into a 
regular in no time.  Drexel students receive 15 percent off on Wednesdays, so make sure to stop 
by and try out something new.

Kaskey Park

Located on UPenn’s campus, this botanical garden can be a great place to go to clear 
one’s head.  The Park has a trail that is surrounded by plants and wildlife and contains 
a large pond that is inhabited by many birds and possibly fi sh.  With spring coming, 
Kaskey Park is a great place to check out the blossoming foliage and beauty of nature.

Thrift Stores, South Street, 17th and Chestnut and Beyond 

Just to name a few, Green Street Consignment, Retrospect and Philly AIDS Thrift are great ways to 
save money and still stay fashionable and trendy.  Being in college, it may be hard to afford pricey cloth-
ing. By shopping in thrift stores, you not only save money, but sometimes even support a charity, such as 
with Philly AIDS Thrift or with the Salvation Army.  Buffalo Exchange offers an opportunity to trade 
your own clothes in for money, making the experience even more worthwhile.
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