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Editorial

Once again, our ode to final exams week
And it came to pass.

Early in the morning to-
ward the last 

day of the semester,
There arose a great multitude 

smiting the books and wailing.
And there was much weeping 

and
Gnashing of teeth,
For the day of judgement was 

at hand
And they were sore afraid, for 

they 
had left undone
Those things which they ought 

not to have done,
And there was no help for it.
And there were many abiding 

in the dorms
Who had kept watch over their 

books

by night,
But it availed them naught.
But some there were who rose 

peacefully,
For they had prepared them-

selves the way
And made straight paths of 

knowledge.
And these were known
As wise burners of the mid-

night oil.
And to other they were known 

as
“curve raisers.”
And the multitude arose
And ate a hearty breakfast.
And they came unto the ap-

pointed place
And their hearts were heavy
And they had come to pass,
But some of them

Repented of their riotous liv-
ing and 

bemoaned their fate,
But they had not a prayer.
And at the last hour there 

came among them
One known as the instructor; 

and 
they feared exceedingly.
He was of diabolical smile,
And he passed papers among 

them 
and went his way.
And many and varied
Were the answers given,
For some of his teaching had 

fallen among fertile minds.
Others had fallen among the 

fallows,
While others had fallen flat.
And some there were who 

wrote for 
one hour,
Others for two,
But some turned away sorrow-

ful, 
and many of these
Offered a little bull
In hopes of pacifying the in-

structor
And these were the ones who 

had 
not a prayer.
And when they finished,
They gathered up their be-

longings
And went their way quietly, 

each in his own direction,
And each vowing unto himself
in this manner: 
“I shall not pass this way 

again.”

At issue:

For years, The Daily Illini used to 
publish the following editorial on 
the first day of finals each semester.

The Daily Illini 
Editorial Board:
Editorials reflect the majority 

opinion of the board, which 
comprises:

Steve Contorno, editor in chief; 
Katie Foody, managing editor 
reporting; Susan Kantor, managing 
editor visuals; Karis Morrall, 
managing editor on-air; Ann Coultas, 
newscast editor; Katie O’Connell, 
managing editor online; Patrick 
Wade, campus editor; Angelina Cole, 
metro editor; Pam Nisivaco, online 
content editor; Marguerite Day, copy 
chief; Andrew Mason, opinions editor

Editorial Cartoon dane gaydos, the daily illini

Letters to the editor

Hate speech is slippery 
slope

I am appalled the DI views 
the decision to keep Timothy 
Brumleve’s programming on 
air as a victory for freedom of 
speech. 

While educated citizens may 
see past his slander and know 
to change the channel, they 
are not the concern. The con-
cern is people ignorant of Jew-
ish heritage who can be misled 
and persuaded by anti-Semitic 
messages. 

Public access channels are 
funded with the same tax dol-
lars that all citizens pay, includ-
ing Jewish citizens, who then 
get to watch that money turn 
around and slap them in face.

Tuesday you wrote about 
eliminating hate crimes. Hate-
ful speech is the beginning of 
a slippery slope to crime. Are 
you implying it’s OK to preempt 
hate crimes so long as you don’t 
commit them? Brumleve takes 
advantage of a community so 
concerned with upholding this 
“freedom” that it is ignoring 
the civil right of the Jewish cit-

izens to live in an environment 
that doesn’t proliferate hateful 
and intolerant messages.

Brumleve abused his right 
by inaccurately titling his pro-
grams and doctoring credits 
and titles in that programming 
to confuse the matter of how 
he sources his shows. Now, the 
sources are known. He shows 
biased remarks from Louis 
Farrakhan (Nation of Islam’s 
leader) and Rev. Ted Pike’s 
comments accusing the Jewish 
people of crucifying Jesus and 
controlling the mass media.

In the case Beauharnais v. 

Illinois, the Supreme Court 
held that defamation of a race 
is not protected by the First 
Amendment. 

I feel it is my duty to remind 
you, editors, about what free-
dom of speech guarantees. 

It entitles Mr. Brumleve to 
share his opinion. It does not 
entitle him to his own facts. 
The last time we stood by and 
let someone exercise their free-
dom with similar “facts” in the 
1940s, six million Jews died.

Olga Malkiman
Sophomore in Business

War on Terror 
still goes on

In Somalia, another top al-
Qaida operative is dead. In 
Syria, a nuclear reactor is 

destroyed. The former event 
was caused by an effective 
U.S. airstrike. The latter was 
carried out by Israeli bomb-
ing. Two nations, two separate 
events. Or so it would seem. 

In reality, events such as 
these are closely linked. And 
yes, this connection goes far 
beyond the close alliance 
America and Israel enjoy. The 
association that both of these 
occurrences share is that they 
are both a part of a broader 
conflict. The United States for-
mally recognized this battle six 
and a half years ago as the War 
on Terror. 

In order to understand how 
these seemingly disparate inci-
dents are a part of a larger 
whole, one has to understand 
what the War on Terrorism 
actually is. 

This statement of “war” is 
merely a formal recognition 
of a longer ideological strug-
gle that extreme 
fringe groups of 
Muslim extrem-
ists have been wag-
ing against us and 
others for some 
time now. These 
groups view West-
ern strength and 
power as a huge 
threat. Some of 
these groups have 
finally determined 
to bring the West to 
its knees. 

The classic exam-
ple is al-Qaida itself: 
In 1997, Osama bin 
Laden declared 
war against Amer-
ica and stated his 
desire to destroy 
it using whatev-
er means possible. 
He even explicitly 
mentioned using 
weapons of mass 
destruction against 
us. 

So, in wanting to 
combat all groups 
like this after 9/11, 
we decided to fight 
back. To not offend the mil-
lions of peaceful Muslims, we 
declined to mention Islam-
ic extremism in the name of 
our struggle. Because ter-
rorism was the main tool the 
extremists used against us, we 
called our fight, “The War on 
Terrorism.” 

So we’re reacting against 
a threat, but how much of a 
threat are these terrorists? 
How do acts of terrorism help 
their goal to bring down the 
West? Well, such acts obvious-
ly show strength to the Mus-
lim world. 

If they can attack us with-
out facing retaliation, they will 
be called heroes and viewed 
as strong and mighty. They 
then might be able to negoti-
ate for the WMD they so des-
perately desire. Or a Muslim 
government might aid them to 
increase its domestic popular-
ity. Another scary prospect is 
that terrorists could take over 
home governments and employ 
national resources to get what 
they need. 

Think that last point sounds 
farfetched? Then you’d be in 
the same boat as all of those 
who thought it farfetched that 
groups of misguided Marx-
ist terrorists would one day 
take power in many coun-
tries. These communists spoke 
of worldwide revolution, and 
once they had a power base, 
they tried to follow through on 
their goals. 

The big difference is that the 
current crop of extremists are 
less hesitant to destroy civili-
zation as we know it than the 
communists. They scored their 
biggest hit on Sept. 11, 2001. So 
instead of mistakenly think-
ing peace was the answer once 
again (after watching Kenya 
and the U.S.S. Cole), we retaliat-

ed in Afghanistan. 
In continuing to 

fight the war, we 
have made mis-
takes. But what is 
really important 
for the future of 
our nation is the 
current status of 
the fight. Well, 
let’s take a look at 
what’s currently 
happening in the 
world, shall we? 

We don’t want 
there to be unstable 
regimes in the Mid-
dle East where ter-
rorist groups can 
take root. Thus, we 
continue to fight for 
stability in Iraq. 

We don’t want 
instabi l ity in 
regions where 
troops loyal to ter-
r or i s t - s upp or t -
ing regimes still 
fight. Thus, we 
keep battling in 
Afghanistan.

We don’t want 
the extremist 

groups to get WMD. Logical-
ly, we don’t want anti-Western 
rogue nations with grudges to 
settle to get them either — if 
any nation would share weap-
ons with terrorists, those types 
would. Israel helped us in that 
regard by destroying a Syrian 
nuclear reactor that was built 
by the North Koreans.

Lastly, we want to hunt down 
every last al-Qaida operative 
(current and former) and anni-
hilate them. That’s not just 
revenge. That’s called safe-
guarding the future. We did 
this in Somalia. 

One can see that these events 
are not only part of the War on 
Terror, but rather, they are its 
crucial parts. 

In an election year, it’s ter-
ribly important we remember 
to place events such as these 
in the proper context. Other-
wise, our foreign policy and 
our safety will once again be 
in jeopardy.

Dan is a sophomore in political sci-
ence. James Kenneth.

quote of the day

So, you want to be a DI columnist
The Daily Illini wants you 

to be an opinions colum-
nist. That wasn’t dramat-

ic enough. The end is near, the 
ground shakes, hail falls from 
the sky and you should apply to 
be a columnist. Way too much 
impending doom. The Daily Illi-
ni wants YOU to be an opinions 
columnist. Can’t go wrong with 
all caps.

Coming into college inspired 
by Superman and “All the Pres-
ident’s Men,” I had dreams of 
being a newspaper reporter. 
After being rejected by The Dai-
ly Illini three semesters in a row, 
I applied to be an opinions col-
umnist on a whim. 

A year and a half later, I’m 
still here, still unpaid and still 
happy with my choice. I’d like to 
give you insight 
into what 
you’ll expe-
rience as a 
columnist.

Your boss will be Andrew 
Mason, the opinions editor. He’s a 
cross between Jedi-master Yoda 
and the Godfather. Andrew is 
wise beyond his years, and every 
week he’ll give you the freedom 
to write 650 words about nearly 
anything, in any style.

Because you put yourself out 
there every week, there will be 
critics putting you down. This is 

done by comment-
ing online 

and, when really angry, send-
ing in letters to the editor. I’ve 
been told to “stop writing irrel-
evant and idiotic articles,” that 
my opening sentences are “truly 
painful” and that I wrote with 
“willful ignorance and premedi-
tated malice to advance a politi-
cal agenda.”

Friendly readers have accused 
me of fear-mongering and have 
called me a lefty hack with more 
ego than intelligence, incredibly 
liberal and flagrantly homosex-
ual for an Indian guy.  If you’re 
really lucky, your article may be 
showcased in a lecture so that a 
professor can make fun of you.

That being said, the harsh-
est critics may be your friends. 
Your pals will voice their own 
opinions on your writing usually 
a la, “I read your article today. 
Uhhh, there were some funny 
parts. The end didn’t really work 
for me ...” As awkward as that 
may sound, it never seems to 
get old.

On the other hand, there will 
be those who will gush and 

sing your praises. “You 
are amazing, I’m all about 
(insert column topic 

here). You’re going to 
make millions someday 
writing, and I will buy 
your book.” These peo-
ple tend to forget that 

you’re still just a col-
lege student.

While there is 
no fortune, there’s 

a fair share of 
fame. I’ve 
been recog-
nized a few 
times. Once I 

sat next to a man 
reading “Moby Dick” on 

a bus ride to Chicago. He told 
me he liked my poetry and that 
I looked like the picture used in 
the paper. Somehow as I remem-
ber details of that day, I feel as 
though this encounter was much 
more exciting for me.

Another time a homeless man 
I gave change to asked if I was 
that guy from the newspaper. He 
said he’d track me to write his 
biography, which was slightly 
disturbing. He hasn’t showed up 
yet. And then there’s the seem-
ingly everlasting number of peo-
ple who will see my picture in the 
paper, stare for a few moments 
and realize that I’m sitting next 
to them in class, smile and then 
do the crossword puzzle.

But more than any awards you 
may win or the national read-
ership you may have, being an 
opinions columnist is fun. It’s 
an opportunity to put yourself 
out there and express your, well, 
opinions.

This is why I want you to take 
my job. An inside source to The 
Daily Illini, who is coincidental-
ly my boss, wants to stress that it 
really really really doesn’t mat-
ter what sex or color you are or 
what political views you have. 
And if you don’t think of your-
self as a writer, don’t let that 
stop you. What matters is your 
willing to share your opinion. 
What you make of the rest is up 
to you. 

Sujay is a junior in biochemistry. Ap-
plications are now available in the 
opinions section of DailyIllini.com or 
by request at opinions@dailyillini.
com and are due Monday, May 12. 
Mention his name for an unfair ad-
vantage in the selection process. No, 
not really.  

Dan  
Streib

Dan can be 
reached at 
opinions@
dailyillini.com.

The big 
difference 
is that the 

current crop 
of extremists 

are less 
hesitant 

to destroy 
civilization 

as we know 
it than the 

communists.

Recent victories show that 
proper context is needed

“T hey are the best 
practitioners of 

the old politics, so they 
will no doubt call me a 
traitor, an opportunist 
and a hypocrite. I will 
be branded as disloyal, 
power-hungry, but most 
importantly, they will 
use the exact words that 
Republicans used to attack 
me when I was defending 
President Clinton.
-Former Democratic National 

Committee Chairman Joe Andrew 
announcing that he will cast his vote 
as a superdelegate for Sen. Barack 
Obama. Andrew was appointed to 
the post in 1999 by then President 
Bill Clinton. Andrew switched his 
support to Obama after endorsing his 
opponent, Sen. Hillary Clinton 
the day she announced her candidacy 

for president. 

Sujay         
Kumar

Sujay can be 
reached at 
opinions@
dailyillini.com.


