
By Kate Munson
Staff Writer

Men’s club volleyball has 
a strong tradition at Illinois, 
dating back to 1984. But for all 
three of the program’s teams, 
this season was especially 
remarkable.

The Blue Team is the Fight-
ing Illini’s “A” team and partic-
ipates in the most tournaments 
each year. This season, it won 
its second consecutive Midwest 
Intercollegiate Volleyball Asso-
ciation (MIVA) Division I title 
while riding a 35-match win-
ning streak. The title comple-
mented its Big Ten Men’s Vol-
leyball Association (BTMVA) 
regular season and tournament 
championship victories.

And plans for next season are 
even more ambitious.

“This year we really focused 
on our serving and defense,” 
said Doug Burchett, club vice 

president and captain of the 
Blue Team. “I would like to see 
our team become a better ‘out 
of system’ team, which means 
getting kills when we don’t 
have a perfect pass. Otherwise, 
our goal is to get back to that 
championship game and win a 
National Championship.”

In Division II play, the 
Orange (B) Team clinched the 
MIVA Championship by defeat-
ing rival University of Wis-
consin-Oshkosh and ended its 
official MIVA season without 
losing a single game en route 
to snagging its fifth consecu-
tive MIVA title. The Orange 
Team also claimed the BTM-
VA title for its division, as well 
as the BTMVA tournament 
championship.

“Our team’s biggest accom-
plishment was the amount of 
respect that we earned from 
all the other programs in the 
country,” Orange Team mem-
ber Brendan Ori said. “It’s 
not easy fielding one really 
good team, but Illinois’ club 

By Kevin Olsen
Staff Writer

With the Olympic torch 
getting closer to its home 
in Beijing, junior Gakolo-
gelwang Masheto’s jour-
ney away from home is just 
beginning.   

Masheto, a native of Muan, 
Botswana, has been in the 
United States for less than 
two years, but he will leave 
for yet another part of the 
world this summer. In Jan-
uary, Masheto was named 
to the 2008 Botswana Olym-
pic team by the Botswana 
Athletic Association. He 
will compete as part of the 
4x400-meter relay, as well 
as individually in the 400 
meters, in China. 

The University of Illinois 
standout has endured a lot in 
his life, and now, the Olym-
pics provide him a chance 
to live out his dreams. His 
parents were tragically 
killed in a car accident that 
subsequently saw Mashe-
to under the care of coach 
Adam Letham for the four 
years before he moved to the 
United States. It was Letham 
who played a major role with 
Illinois head coach Wayne 
Angel in drawing Masheto 
to Illinois. 

“In 1992, I saw the Olym-
pics on television and I told 
myself one day I wanted to 
see myself running at the 
Olympics, so this is a dream 
come true,” Masheto said. 
“For a small country such 
as Botswana, this is some-
thing big to go to the Olym-
pics and go there to repre-
sent my family and people 
back home.” 

Masheto was originally a 
standout soccer player when 
he was younger before mak-
ing the switch to track. The 

decision to trade sports initi-
ated a chain reaction of suc-
cess for the budding star.

Known to teammates, 
coaches and acquaintances 
alike as “Shoes,” this quiet 
competitor lets his legs do 
all the talking. On Feb. 8, 
Masheto, a 400-meter run-
ner, set an NCAA record in 
the 500 meters at the New 
Balance Invitational in 
New York. It was the fast-
est time in the world this 
year. The event is not a sanc-
tioned NCAA Championship 
event, but it is still a colle-
giate record. 

“He’s a very humble indi-
vidual,” Angel said about 
Masheto. “He focuses on 
his academics. He knows 
how hard and how hard not 
to train and he just takes 
things one step at a time.” 

The last meet he compet-
ed at as an individual was 
the Big Ten Indoor Champi-
onships. Masheto exhibited 
his toughness in capturing 
the 400 meters, while nurs-
ing a stress fracture in his 
foot. This marked his fourth 
Big Ten title in just a year 
and a half at Illinois. This 
was nothing new to Mashe-
to, who has been a big-time 
winner since the first time 
Angel saw him compete in 
person. 

Angel traveled to the 
island of Mauritius in the 
Indian Ocean for the 2006 
African Championships 
after reading about Masheto 
online and seeing his times. 
He wanted to “put facts 
with a face” and witnessed 
Masheto and his teammates 
take the bronze in the 4x400 
relay. An instant relation-
ship was born between the 
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MLB
Dodgers.........................13 
Marlins............................. 1

Padres..............................4 
Phillies............................. 2

Tigers............................... 6 
Yankees........................... 2

Blue Jays.......................... 1 
Red Sox........................... 2

Rockies............................ 2 
Giants.............................. 3

Astros.............................. 7 
Diamondbacks.............. 8	

Masheto gears up for Olympics

UI track star excited for chance 
to compete on Botswana team

Portrait by Brad Vest The Daily IlliniSee masheto, Page 4B

Club teams reflect 
on successful year, 
accomplishments

Noteworthy season 
shows drive, talent 
of UI men’s volleyball 

Why blame 
coaches for 
their team’s 
loss, failure?

The man who holds the 
record for the high-
est regular season win-

ning percentage of all time, 
Avery Johnson, was fired by 
the Dallas Mavericks yester-
day. During his tenure, the 
Mavericks went to the NBA 
Finals once and were consis-
tently one of the best teams 
in the league. From reports in 
various newspapers and from 
ESPN.com, though, it seems 
as if Johnson lost his way 
with both ownership and the 
players and it was time for a 
change.

When it comes to success-
es and failures, coaching is 
always a very interesting top-
ic to discuss. What makes a 
coach so successful for a cer-
tain period of time and then 
have that success disappear? 

Looking back at the recent 
history of Chicago’s two base-
ball teams, I point out that 
former White Sox skipper 
Jerry Manuel won the Coach 
of the Year award in 2000 for 
the White Sox’s impressive 
95 win season. Four mediocre 
seasons later, he was fired.

In addition, Dusty Baker 
won three Coach of the Year 
awards with San Francisco 
and was highly touted by the 
Cubs when he was hired to be 
the coach that ends the curse. 
Baker lasted four years 
before he was fired.

But was it ever really 
coaching ability that led to 
their demise? Could it have 
been? When it comes to strat-
egy in any sport, different 
coaches have different theo-
ries as to what works the best. 
The ones who can refine those 
theories and adapt seem to 
hold up the best, but it’s not 
like a coach would ever lose 
those skills once they gain 
them.

So it would seem to me that 
the ones who actually deter-
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Sports  
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Farewell from an Illini sports writer, fan

Covering wrestling, softball 
and football the past two 
years, I am privileged and 

thankful to have seen a side of 
Illinois athletics many covet 
but few realize. In just more 
than 100 bylines, I’ve been 
provided with an incredible 

assortment of memories and 
experiences.

A few highlights:  
Watching from the sideline 

as Juice Williams took down 
then top-ranked Ohio State in 
the Horseshoe with a gutsy 
time-consuming drive, which 
will rank in the upper-eche-
lon of Illini football memories 
forever.

A week in California cov-
ering the Rose Bowl and din-
ing with coach Locksley and 
his family at the Lawry’s Beef 
Bowl.

Taking in conference wres-
tling matches at a packed Huff 
Hall.

A 50-hour plus Greyhound 
trip to the Rose Bowl filled 
with tear-dropped ex-convicts, 
alleged illegal immigrants, no 
heat, a self-proclaimed Jesus/
Armageddon savant, way too 
much heat and frightening tales 
of the road from an over-caf-
feinated early morning driver. 

This being my one and only 
time to write a column, I’d like 
to state two brief thoughts: Let 
Chief Illiniwek XXXVII and all 

future Chiefs dance, and stop 
with the unwarranted Bruce 
Weber criticism (haven’t Illini 
fans seen first hand these over-
ly simplified blanket statements 
made about head coaches to be 
inaccurate?).    

Special thanks to Dave Just, 
Steve Contorno, Dan Johnson, 
Jason Grodsky, Alex Symonds, 
Adam Harris, Cassie Arner, 
coach Mark Johnson, the Birn-
baum family, Ron Seliga, Frank 
Napolitano and most important-
ly my friends and family. 

So long, Champaign.
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The Illinois Men’s Club Volleyball team poses after its second place finish 
at the Club National Volleyball Championships in Dallas.

See spitz, Page 4B

mike  
theodore

Staff writer

See imvB, Page 4B

Illini shortstop 
breaks Big Ten 
single season 
home run record

By Kate Munson
Staff Writer

While the results of Wednes-
day’s doubleheader against 
Southern Illinois (27-23, 12-8 
Missouri Valley Conference) 
at Eichelberger Field at Mar-
tin Stadium were mixed, one 
Illini made the games memo-
rable. Illinois senior shortstop 
Angelena Mexicano tied the 
Big Ten single season home run 
record in game one and broke it 
in game two.

The first game started out 
looking like a pitcher’s duel with 
neither team crossing the plate 
until the fifth inning. Unfortu-
nately, the scoring didn’t go in 
favor of the Illini (30-29, 8-10 
Big Ten) as they fell to the Salu-
kis 6-3. 

Getting the start for the 
Fighting Illini in game one was 
sophomore pitcher Christine 
Christopoulos. The lefty went 
four innings without allowing 
a run before Southern Illinois 
struck in the fifth.

“Christine threw well today,” 
head coach Terri Sullivan said. 

“Especially through the first 
four innings.” 

Christopoulos allowed her 
first walk to lead off the fifth, 
and the Salukis followed it up 

with a base hit. Following a 
two-run double by junior des-
ignated player Katie Schmidt 
that put Southern Illinois up 2-
0, Christopoulos was pulled in 

favor of senior pitcher Claire 
DeVreese. 

Two more Southern Illinois 

See softball, Page 4B
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Illinois’ Angelena Mexicano hits a home run during the game against Southern Illinois on Wednesday. Mexcano 
broke the Big Ten single season home run record with 24 home runs.  

Sophomore pitcher also 
steps up against SIU  


