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Former lllini wrap up campaigns
during wild Sunday at U.S. Open

BY WES ANDERSON
COPY CHIEF

While the outcome of the 108th
U.S. Open remains in the balance
pending Monday’s 18-hole playoff
between Tiger Woods and Rocco
Mediate, a pair of former Illini
finished up their major champi-
onship campaigns during a gritty
weekend in San
More Diego, Calif.,,
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out from 1988-
90, finished in a
tie for 29th place
at eight-over-par
292 on Sunday. The 1990 graduate
and PGA Tour veteran was one-
over-par for the weekend and stabi-
lized after a shaky start on Thurs-
day and Friday.

After D.A. Points found himself
in contention at
three-over par
after Friday’s
second round,
two straight
rounds of six-
over 77 sent
the former Illi-
ni plummeting
down the lea-
derboard over
the weekend at
the U.S. Open.
The Pekin, I11.,
native finished
in a tie for
69th place at
15-over.

The third
alumnus in the
155-man field failed to make the
weekend. Garrett Chaussard, only
three years removed from his play-
ing days at Illinois, shot rounds of
80 and 82 to miss the 36-hole cut by
11 shots. The wide-eyed 24-year-

“It's the biggest
tournament that I've ever
played in my entire life. It

was probably kind of naive
for me to think | could
just step up and treat it
like a regular week."

GARRETT CHAUSSARD,
2005 lllinois graduate, U.S. Open competitor

old, playing in his first-ever major
championship, struggled through-
out both of his playing rounds after
making the field through local and
sectional qualifiers. Chaussard said
he often struggled to maintain his
composure.

“The whole week, I never really
got into that comfortable mode,”
Chaussard said. “I think there were
a couple of places where I got really
close and hit a few good shots in a
row, but for the most part I never
really shed that feeling of being (at
the U.S. Open) and not taking it like
a regular tournament, because in
all honesty, for me it’s not a regular
tournament. It’s the biggest tourna-
ment that I’ve ever played in my
entire life. It was probably kind of
naive for me to think I could just
step up and treat it like a regular
week.”

While Illini alumni scrapped their
way around Torrey Pines, the big-
gest story of the week unquestion-
ably occurred
at the top of the
leaderboard.
Woods, nursing
a sore left knee
throughout the
week following
arthroscopic
surgery in April,
curled in a 12-
foot birdie putt
on the 72nd hole
to force the first
U.S. Open play-
off since 2001.
Mediate, who
missed a 30-
footer of his own
on 18 that would
have sealed the
45-year-old’s first major title, will
attempt to become the oldest win-
ner in U.S. Open history.

To do that, however, he’ll have to
take down the world’s No. 1 player
on Monday.
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Former lllini D. A. Points chips onto the first green during the second round of the
US Open championship at Torrey Pines Golf Course on Friday in San Diego. The
Pekin, lll., native finished the tournament in a tie for 69th place at 15-over par.

Bizzarri ta

BY DANIEL JOHNSON
STAFF WRITER

Although she may have come up
just one runner short of winning
the national championship in the
5,000-meter run, sophomore Angela
Bizzarri finished Friday as the new
school-record holder in the event.

Bizzarri ran a 15:46.08 clip,
breaking Jamie Turilli’s previous
mark of 16:13.53, set in 200S. The
time was also a career-best for
Bizzarri.

“I’'m so excited,” Bizzarri said in
a press release. “I was just hoping
to be an All-American and run with
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the top pack. Honestly, I would have
been happy to finish in the top eight.
The race went better than I could
have hoped or expected. I was just
in the mindset to enjoy the race and
see how it went. I was in the mood
to run.”

The race made Bizzarri a three-
time All-American this year alone:
Once for cross country and once
during the indoor season, and the
fourth time overall in her career.

“She probably ran the smartest
race of the year,” distance coach
Jeremy Rasmussen said. “I’'m super
excited for her. She put in a lot of
work this season. With this year
being her first running the 5,000
meters, I think she’s found her
niche. Going into the race we knew
she was going to be one of the fast-
est individuals. I told her to give
herself a shot. With about six laps
to go, she was in the third pack and
saw four girls in front of her break
away and she immediately broke
ahead to catch up, which set her
up to finish as well as she did. She

came off the track grinning from
ear to ear.”

Bizzarri’s result was far and
away the best finish for Illinois on
the weekend, with steeplechase
runners Danelle Woods and Chan-
telle Groenewoud finishing 15th
and 22nd, respectively, in their
event. Senior Briana Cunningham
took 22nd, as well, in the 400-meter
hurdles. Taking 22nd in the shot
put was Illini sophomore Aja Evans
with a distance of 14.95 meters.

LaNeisha Waller finished her Illi-
nois career, taking 13th in the 100-
meter hurdles in 13.60 seconds.



