
Semantics play big 
role in covering Israeli-

Palestinian conflict
In an article underscoring 

the important role that seman-
tics play in the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict (namely, with 
respect to the word “intifada”), 
I was struck by the irony of 
Marie Wilson’s careless char-
acterization of Israel’s West 
Bank barrier as an “apartheid 
wall” in her April 4 piece on 
“Cafe Intifada.” 

This may well be the term 
that Students for Justice in Pal-
estine utilizes to portray the 
structure, but Ms. Wilson’s 
choice to use such a partisan 

description without quotation 
marks smacks of irresponsible 
journalism. 

Indeed, it would be no more 
appropriate to describe the 
barrier as a Fence for Life, as it 
has been depicted by the epony-
mous Israeli movement and oth-
er pro-Israel constituencies. 

The diligent use of putatively 
neutral language in character-
izing aspects of the Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict not only avoids 
implicit bias but further incen-
tivizes readers to familiarize 
themselves with the intrica-
cies of this complex and cost-
ly dispute.

Jeff Brown
Graduate student

Global Campus:  
Global disaster

President White’s expedition 
into the turbulent waters of cyber 
learning has proved to be fool-
ish at best. After $3 million, lots 
of hot air and a long battle with 
the University Faculty-Student 
Senate, President White has gath-
ered 10 (yes, 10) students into the 
“global” campus. Neighborhood 
Campus might be more fitting of 
a name. Why is the University 
of Illinois, a prestigious world-
renowned university, competing 
with the University of Phoenix, 
which does not even deserve the 
title of “University”? Cornell and 
New York University failed miser-
ably when they attempted quality 

cyber learning. Why do we think 
we can do much better? 

The reality of the situation is 
that President White wanted to 
make a quick buck from cyber 
learning. The original intention of 
the program was a low-standards, 
high enrollment system to maxi-
mize profit. Then the University 
Faculty-Student Senate rightly 
stepped in to enforce academic 
standards and prevent a system 
with TAs grading thousands of 
Online students in a sweat-shop-
like setting. The end result: a pro-
gram with no purpose. 

President White, please tell the 
University, why is Global Campus 
worth the time and energy? 

Frank Calabrese
University Faculty-Student Senate

Editorial

Weekend MSU riots are a cautionary tale
S ometimes words aren’t 

enough to describe a big sto-
ry. We’re used to seeing foot-

age of police in riot gear march 
in far off places trying to dis-
perse crowds. 

But this weekend we saw imag-
es of a riot at Michigan State Uni-
versity that resulted in more than 
50 arrests and the use of tear gas 
against college students.

The estimated crowd of 3,000 to 
4,000 weren’t protesting or fight-
ing for anything (their right to 
party notwithstanding). It seems 
that the chaotic scene stemmed 
from a block party called Ce-
dar Fest that spiraled out of con-
trol. After one officer was hit by 
fireworks and revelers starting 
hurling beer bottles, police were 

forced to act.
Authorities say that Cedar Fest 

was actually banned in the 1980s 
after the event got too out of con-
trol. Apparently, the event was 
revived thanks to Facebook (what 
else?) and included messages that 
may have incited the chaos. More 
disturbing was that some reports 
say people in the crowd started 
shouting at the police to use tear 
gas.

Does any of this sound famil-
iar?

What happened at MSU shows 
just how delicate the relationship 
between students and authorities 
really is. Judging from reports, 
our own annual campus event, 
Unofficial St. Patrick’s Day, is no-
where near as troublesome as 

some of the events in MSU’s past.
But an event that was supposed 

to have been dead for 20 years re-
surfacing should give administra-
tors and local governments pause 
when they use wildly inappropri-
ate rhetoric to describe Unoffi-
cial. After all, we saw what real 
chaos looks like at MSU. 

In fact, this year’s Unofficial 
was incredibly docile with few 
arrests, tickets and no major in-
juries. But there’s no guarantee 
that will be the case next year, es-
pecially as more efforts are made 
to kill Unofficial.

We are concerned that escala-
tion between students and author-
ities may lead to incidents like 
the unfortunate events of this 
weekend, but on our own cam-

pus. Instead of engaging in the 
annual cat and mouse game ev-
ery spring, both sides need to find 
ways to work together to main-
tain the delicate balance of fun 
and safety that was shown this 
year.

Attempts to kill Unofficial may 
be successful in the short term, 
but they will do nothing to pre-
vent the next big act of rebellion 
someone on this campus comes 
up with. 

In fact, it may just provoke 
them.

That would be a shame, es-
pecially for a campus that has 
shown it can handle a big celebra-
tion, whether on Unofficial or af-
ter an incredible upset of a con-
ference rival such as Ohio State. 

At issue:
Direct conflict between 

students and authorities can be 
avoided by softening dialogue 
and actions.
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Rev. Wright’s good 
outweighs the bad
Barack Obama has faced 

many attacks; from the 
nonsensical comments 

about not wearing a flag pin 
to the allegations of secretly 
being Muslim, the junior sen-
ator from Illinois has been 
forced to defend himself on 
more nonpolitical issues than 
any other candidate. After 
adequately defending himself 
from every other accusation, 
critics now are harassing him 
for his membership in Chica-
go’s Trinity United Church of 
Christ. 

The church’s former pastor, 
the Rev. Jeremiah Wright, has 
been called every name except 
the one his mother and father 
gave him. He has been called 
insanely stupid, unpatriotic 
and a black supremacist, just 
to name a few. All these ad 
hominem attacks stem from a 
few sound bites of him accus-
ing the government of man-
ufacturing AIDS or how 9/11 
was a hoax.

Anyone who knows the Rev. 
Jeremiah Wright or has taken 
the time to research him will 
learn he is far from “un-Amer-
ican” or “unpatriotic.” During 
the 1960s, Wright 
left college to vol-
untarily enter the 
Marine Corps 
to fight in Viet-
nam. After his 
tour ended, he 
stayed in the ser-
vice as a naval 
medical techni-
cian, and dur-
ing that time he 
received numer-
ous White House 
commendations. 

In addition, 
Jeremiah Wright 
is far from being 
“insanely stupid” 
because after his 
service in the 
military, he went 
to the Univer-
sity of Chicago 
where received a 
master’s degree 
in theology and 
ministry.

Rev. Wright 
has dedicated his 
priestly career 
to his commu-
nity. His church 
has more than 
50 humanitarian 
ministries, including a tech-
nology center dedicated to 
teaching community members 
job-related computer skills. 
In addition, Trinity sponsors 
more than 30 college scholar-
ships, including one person-
ally funded by Rev. Wright 
himself.

Admittedly, he does focus 
on the plights of black people 
because the majority of his for-
mer congregation is black but 
that doesn’t make him a “black 
supremacist” or “Africentric.” 
To summarize a point made by 
Martin Marty, a professor of 
religious history at the Uni-
versity of Chicago, Trinity 
is no more “africentric” than 
synagogues are “Judocentric” 
or Chicago Irish parishes are 
“Celticentric.” They work to 
help their members.

One could even argue that 
Rev. Wright is the clerical 
embodiment of conservative 
ideology. He is a war veteran 
who has worked for his com-
munity and doesn’t ask for 
“government handouts.” Most 
conservative critics blame the 
black community for not being 
more independent and self-

reliant. Here’s a man who has 
done that, and these same crit-
ics demonize him. Doesn’t that 
sound a little hypocritical?

Furthermore, some people 
are surprised by the racially 
toned and politically charged 
statements made in his church 
sermons. My question to them 
is, why? The African-Ameri-
can church has always been a 
place where blacks discussed 
race and politics. The Afri-
can-American Second Bap-
tist Church was created in 
response to racism. In Mich-
igan in 1836, 13 black activ-
ists were given permission to 
create Michigan’s first black 
church. The church became 
a “station” in Underground 
Railroad. 

The black church was also 
the focal point during the civil 
rights movement. Let’s not for-
get that Martin Luther King 

Jr. was a rev-
erend. Jeremi-
ah Wright’s ser-
mons would seem 
like a whimper 
when compared 
to the roaring 
speeches given 
by the Rev. Mar-
tin Luther King 
Jr. (like when he 
brutally attacked 
America for 
being involved 
in Vietnam in 
his lesser-known 
“Beyond Viet-
nam” speech). 

Rev. Wright 
has done a lot 
of great things 
throughout his 
life, but I will 
admit that there 
are few things I 
don’t agree with; 
honoring Louis 
Farrakhan with a 
lifetime achieve-
ment award is 
one of them. 
I agree with 
Barack Obama 
and don’t con-
done awarding 

Farrakhan, who has made so 
many anti-Semitic comments, 
but you can’t judge Wright just 
off that one action. Nor is it 
possible to say that Barack 
Obama is somehow tainted 
by the actions taken by Rev. 
Wright. 

Just because Wright was his 
pastor and his personal friend 
doesn’t mean he agrees with 
everything he has to say. You 
probably have a friend who 
believes or has said or done 
something you don’t agree 
with, but I bet that action or 
belief has not altered your 
friendship. I would also wager 
that you’re not tainted by your 
friend’s action, so then why 
would Sen. Obama be?

For Barack Obama to be crit-
icized and harassed because 
of his association with Rev. 
Wright is ludicrous. The great 
things Rev. Wright has done 
drastically outweigh the bad. 
You can’t sum up a man’s 36-
year humanitarian career in a 
30-second sound bite.  

Paul is a junior in political and 
computer science and regularly at-
tends a black church at home.
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9/11 changed American perception, little else
Common knowledge holds 

that the world radically 
changed Sept. 11, 2001. 

The hype around this “cataclys-
mic event” theory had enough 
momentum to dupe smart and 
well-educated people into believ-
ing terrorism was a new threat, 
when the reality was quite dif-
ferent. Despite the temptation 
to declare that 9/11 forever 
changed the foreign relations 
paradigm and gave birth to new 
international threats, its most 
significant result was the read-
justment of perception.

For the 10 or so years before 
9/11, Americans, and particular-
ly international relations schol-
ars, were on an emotional high. 
Due to the fall of the U.S.S.R., 
the U.S. was the victor of a four-
decade-long militarized chess 
match. The collapse of the “evil 
empire” allowed foreign policy 
theorists to rhapsodize about 
a monopolar international 
system, one in which the 
American eco-
nomic and mil-
itary institu-
tions could 

dictate policy to the world. The 
EU, China, India, Brazil, Africa 
and the Middle East constituted 
only second-tier players in the 
global game, and America’s dom-
inance of global business and 
military power logically deter-
mined that everyone else would 
have to kowtow to our whims. 
Sept. 11, 2001, merely knocked 
sense into the power theorists, 
albeit too late.

Between 1991 and 2001, the 
U.S. experienced a cultural, 
financial and technological shift 
that, because we thought we were 
unchallenged in global power, 

allowed us 
to build an 
economic 
and politi-

cal struc-
ture mal-
adjusted to 

the way the 
world really 

is. To make an 
analogy, imagine 

preparing a fancy 
dinner for a significant oth-

er when 25 friends show up 
instead. The preparation, though 
well-conceived, was inappropri-
ate for the actual event. Such was 

policy during the interven-
ing decade between the fall 
of the Soviet Union and the 
Sept. 11 attacks.
The first consequences of our 

miscalculation, obviously, were 
the terrorist attacks themselves 
and the growth of Islamic fun-
damentalism. Ten years of semi-
isolationist policy combined with 
an inattentive administration 
allowed a radical ideology to rise 
and become a legitimate threat. 
The second result was the initial 
mini-recession of 2001 and the 
associated corporate scandals. 
Both companies and consumers 
had profited from the technolog-
ical developments of the com-
puter and Internet, but because 
there was no chief internation-
al rival, people and businesses 
spent the money liberally. After 
all, with no looming threat — like 
a Soviet-American nuclear holo-
caust – people can celebrate and 
shower their families with the 
spoils of victory (iPods, TVs, nic-
er cars, larger houses, etc.), and 
the government failed to revise 
regulations accordingly.

The third consequence of pro-
claiming U.S. power unchal-
lenged lies in global warming. 
Even if the theorists were cor-
rect in stating that no other inter-
national actor could challenge 
American hegemony, our coun-
try faced the mounting threat of 
climate change. The 1990s fea-
tured the perfect circumstances 
to combat this threat: relative 
peace, unprecedented econom-
ic and technological growth and 
development, and the absence 
of an intense militarized con-
flict (for example Iraq or Des-
ert Storm.) 

Finally, we are just now expe-
riencing the ultimate price of 
our complacency. With all the 
economic thunder generated 

over the past 15 years, and with 
the supposed absence of a threat, 
people and corporations “forgot” 
about saving for the proverbial 
rainy day. The 2001 recession 
was merely a perfect storm of 
the terrorist attacks, corpo-
rate scandals and the realiza-
tion that money does not in fact 
grow on Web site trees. What 
we face now is a much deeper 
threat, one aggravated by irre-
sponsible government spending, 
an unwillingness to fix smaller 
problems when possible (such as 
paying down the national debt, 
regulating big business, balanc-
ing a trade deficit and adapt-
ing the work force to the new 
economy), war and foreign oil 
dependence.

The decade between the 
U.S.S.R.’s collapse and the 
U.S.’s awakening to the threats 
of radicalism, financial inequi-
ty, a strengthening (and better-
governed) EU, and cheap South 
Asian labor could have been used 
to prepare us to better fight these 
threats. Making the economy 
more environmentally friendly, 
less oil-dependent and more fis-
cally sound, as well as reorganiz-
ing the industrial-military-intel-
ligence complex to better fight 
the looming ideological non-state 
threats would have been a bet-
ter use of the time. As the cli-
ché says, however, hindsight is 
20/20. The lesson Sept. 11 dem-
onstrates, though, is that there is 
always work to be done.

Lee is a senior in mechanical engineer-
ing and he enthusiastically embraces 
the coming of spring (two weeks late).
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Most 
conservative 
critics blame 

the black 
community for 
not being more 

independent 
and self-reliant. 

Here’s a man 
who has done 
that, and these 

same critics 
demonize him.

“A t this time, and 
in light of recent 

events, I believe President 
Bush should not plan on 
attending the opening 
ceremonies in Beijing, 
absent major changes by 
the Chinese government.

-Democratic presidential candidate 
Hillary Clinton on Monday.

“I always thought if you 
put your name on a bill, 

you should be ready to 
take the blame if you’re 
willing to accept the credit.

-Arkansas state legislator Will 
Bond on a law he accidentally 
passed that would have allowed 

anyone in Arkansas, even toddlers, to 
get married. In a special session this 

week, the Arkansas legislator and the 
governor repealed the law. Now, as 
before, males 17 and older and girls 

16 and older may get married.


