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NASA last Monday clarified and 
revised its job-loss estimate for the end 
of the shuttle era and its transition to the 
new Constellation program. At a senate 
field hearing in Port Canaveral involving 
NASA administrator Mike Griffin and 
senators Bill Nelson (D-Fla.) and Mel 
Martinez (R-Fla.), the agency said the 
net job loss would fall between three and 
for thousand workers. Nelson, who flew 
aboard the shuttle Columbia as a con-
gressional payload specialist 
in 1986, urged and orga-
nized the meeting to 
take place.

“I can’t say 
it’s good news,” 
Nelson said, 
“but it’s cer-
tainly news 
that’s a step in 
the right direc-
tion.”

N A S A 
is expected 
to retire the 
shuttle after ten 
more flights, the 
last of which is 
expected in mid-
2010. Earlier this 
year, the agency projected a 
loss of as much as 8,000 jobs across 
the nation, with 6,400 of those at the 
Kennedy Space Center. However, it was 
never clearly specified if those numbers 
were solely the loss from the shuttle pro-
gram, before including any new-hirees or 
employees who would stay on into the 
Constellation program. 

An outdoor rally the same day, 
named LinkToLaunch, attracted sever-
al hundred demonstrators, many with 
signs to show support from the pro-
gram and desire for more money to be 

pumped into the agency budget. 
Organizers of the rally had hoped to 
attract several thousand and stated the 
attendance at about one thousand, likely 
an overestimate.

The current workforce at KSC alone 
is approximately 14,500. NASA said an 
even more accurate number of job losses 
would come later, after all contracts for 
the Constellation program were finally 
awarded and a budget for coming years 
is laid out. Some believe changes in 
congress this election season could affect 
those numbers.

Under the current budget and timeframe, 
there is expected to be a minimum five-

year gap between the last 
flight of the shuttle and 

f i r s t m a n n e d 
flight of the 

Orion crew 
e x p l o r a t i o n 

vehicle, though 
several unmanned 
tests of the space-
craft and its Ares 
launcher are 
expected begin-
ning in mid-2009. 
The present five-

year gap could be 
decreased with a 

budget increase in 
coming years.
Congress is currently 

evaluating increasing NASA’s 
budget for 2009 from the current 

$17.6 billion laid out by the Bush admin-
istration to $20.2 billion. A bill which 
passed the House two weeks ago is now 
in the Senate, and also includes a measure 
to add one additional shuttle flight to the 
program. This eleventh remaining flight 
would carry to the space station a $1.5 bil-
lion European science instrument known 
as the Alpha Magnetic Spectrometer 
(AMS). The AMS, long completed, was 
removed from the manifest following the 

Please see “NASA,” page A3

TWIN STARS GROUNDED FOR 08-09

Embry-Riddle’s multi-engine 
training, the Diamond DA-42 
Twin Star, will be grounded 
for the 2008-09 academic year 
after the recent bankruptcy of 
the Twin Star’s engine manu-
facturer, Thielert. The grounding 
will be effective immediately for 
new multi-engine students begin-
ning Summer B of 2008. Frank 
Ayers, Chairmen of the Flight 
Department at Daytona Beach, 
told the Avion they will return to 
flying the Piper Seminole for the 
next year. 

Ayers said the prices for parts 
for the German made engines 
have more than 
quintupled, which 
would place the 
regular mainte-
nance parts over 
$1 million for the 
next year with no 
guarantee of the 
parts being avail-
able. Diamond 
accused Thielert 
of intentionally 
misleading the 
public of their 
own financial sit-
uation. Thielert has since raised 
the pricing of their parts, sky-
rocketing the hourly cost of oper-

ating the 
e n g i n e 
from about 
$13 to 
about $85, 
along with 

voiding all warranties on the 
engines, accord-
ing to Diamond. 
Thielert rebutted, 
accusing Diamond 
of “a blatant 
m i s r e p r e -
sentation of 
the facts,” said 
T h i e l e r t ’s 
a t t o r n e y 
B r u n o 
Kubler at 
the Berlin 
Air Show. 
“ D i a m o n d 

offered to buy a large number 
of engines and spare parts, but at 
a price considerably lower than 

the price that would be charged 
to the end customer,” continued 
Kubler. More than 800 Diamond 
DA-40 Star and DA-42 Twin 
Start aircraft are using t h e 
Thielert diesel. 

Diamond Aircraft announced 
earlier this month they would 
offer two alternatives to the 

Thielert Centurion engine cur-
rently used by the DA-42 Twin 
Star. Diamonds sister 
company 
i n 

Austria, will offer the 
Austro diesel engine, similar to 
the Thielert engine but producing 
165HP, 30 more than the German 

engine. Diamond’s alternative is 
the avgas powered 180-HP 

Lycoming 

IO-360, which 
Diamond is “aggres-
sively” pursuing certi-
fication for. 
Ayers told The Avion 

they will send all ten Twin 
Stars back 

Please see “DIAMOND,” 
page A2
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We have not 
determined what 

the follow-on 
trainer will be

-FRANK AYERS

”

“

The Government Accountability 
Office (GAO) sided heavily with 
Boeing on their appeal that the 
Air Force unfairly awarded the 
KC-X tanker 
to Northrop 
G r u m m a n . 
The announce-
ment was 
released June 
18 in response 
to Boeing’s 
appeal filed 
March 11. 

The Air 
Force’s deci-
sion, between 
Boeing’s 767 
p l a t f o r m , 
and Northrop 
Grumman with 
the Airbus 
A330, came 
February 29. 

The GAO 
listed seven 
reasons why 
the request 
for propos-
al unfairly 
favored the 
N o r t h r o p 
Grumman pro-
posal; includ-
ing failing to 
assess the rela-
tive merits of the proposal in accor-
dance with the evaluation criteria. 
The GAO also found that the Air 
Force could not positively deter-
mine that Northrop Grumman’s 
proposed tanker could aerial refuel 
all Air Force fixed wing aircraft, 
one of the key requirements. 

Boeing’s Vice 
President of 
Tanker Programs 
Mark McGraw 
said, “We wel-
come and sup-

port today’s ruling by the GAO 
fully sustaining the grounds of 
our protest.” in a press release 
June 18.  McGraw continued, “We 
appreciate the professionalism and 
diligence the GAO showed in its 
review of the KC-X acquisition 
process.”

While the Boeing Company 

is ready to start from scratch, 
Northrop Grumman urges for a 
speedy resolution. Paul Meyer, 
Northrop Grumman vice president 
of Air Mobility Systems and KC-45 
program manager, said “We respect 
the GAO process and are confident 
the Air Force will appropriately 

address its recommendations,” in 
response to the GAO report. Meyer 
pressed that the need for the tanker 
is now. “However, the GAO report 
does not change the fact that a new 
fleet of tankers is needed now, 
and Northrop Grumman is ready 
now,” Meyer continued. “Northrop 
Grumman remains under contract 
and remains ready to serve with the 
most modern, most capable tanker 
in the world.” 

Alabama Senator Jeff Sessions, a 
senior member of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, met with 

the GAO officials last week and 
is requesting to meet with senior 
Department of Defense (D.O.D.) 
and Air Force officials to further 
discuss the contract. Sessions says 
he wants to see a 

Please see “TANKER,” page A4 

U.S. Air Force tanker 
contract, take three

Brian Asbury
Editor-in-Cheif

THE PROPOSED TANKER FOR Northrop Grumman, the Airbus A330 is demonstrating a 
refueling with a B-2. Northrop won the tanker contract from the U.S. Air Force but the GAO 
agreed with the Boeing protest, forcing the process to take a step back.
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NASA restates 
job-loss estimate

Ben Cooper
Staff Reporter

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. - Incoming 
Eagles volleyball freshman, Abby Hall 
was named the 18 Club-AAU National 
Championship MVP after leading her 
team, the Asics KIVA 18 White, to a 
first place finish at the AAU National 
Championship Tournament held in 
Orlando June 16-19.

The KIVA team went into the tour-
nament seeded sixth in the nation 
and advanced into Thursday’s Gold 
Bracket (championship) after topping 

a higher seed in Atlanta Boom 18’s.
“They were big but we realized we 

had to play bigger than we are to beat 
them,” Hall said about advancing. 
“We beat them in a tough match, and 
everything was rolling, passes were 
on dot, sets were excellent and swings 
were going down.”

On Thursday, KIVA played the No. 
1 seeded Illini Elite in the first round 
and took the match in three games 
(25-18, 21-25, 15-12). After defeat-
ing the top seed, Hall led her team to 
another victory over Union 18 (a club 
team that is located near KIVA, which 
included some of her high school 

classmates). KIVA took 
the match in two games, 
28-26, 25-23.

In the semi-finals, KIVA 
rallied back in the third 
game to take the victory 
from Mizuno SPVB Blue 
(25-20, 24-25, 15-12), that 
set up Hall and her team-
mates for their second AAU 
National Championship 
game in three years. In 
2005, Hall led her team 
to the championship game 
but the team was unable to 
keep their rally going as 

they took second in 
the tournament.

The championship 
match was a short 
two-game victory 
for KIVA, as they 
handily defeated 
TopTen 18 Elite, 
25-14 and 25-23. 
Hall was named the 
tournament’s Most 
Valuable Player and 
was joined by two 
teammates on the 
All-American team. 
Hall was no stranger 

to AAU Tournament awards as she 
was a member of the All-American 
team in 2004 and 2005, while play-
ing for the KIVA 14 and KIVA 15 
squads.

“I was not expecting to receive the 
award,” Hall said. “I was very excited 
though, I played my heart out and I 
wanted to win this tournament more 
than anything.”

KIVA 18 White will wrap their 
season up at the JVDA Inaugural 
Tournament in Louisville, Ky. on June 
27-30. Hall will join the Eagles squad 
this fall and will pursue a degree in 
aeronautical science at ERAU. 

Eagles newcomer named volleyball Championship MVP
Press Release
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United Airlines 
slashes nearly 
1000 pilot jobs

Aeronautica, A4

Engine manufacturer goes bankrupt, 
prices for parts sky rocket

Congress may add one more 
shuttle mission, increase budget

GAO sides with Boeing 
protest, overturns


