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URBAN CAMPUS PROVIDES RICH HISTORY

BY SUMMER REIBERT
Contributing Writer

Attending an urban university comes with draw-
backs—occasional crime, traffic and, of course,
parking dilemmas—but it’s important to gain
as much enrichment as possible from your time
spent here, and it would be a shame to ignore the
historically rich and vibrant neighborhood sur-
rounding you every time you come to class.

Baltimore’s Mount Vernon, a National Register
historic district and home to the University of
Baltimore campus, might never have been if it
weren’t for a generous last-minute donation of land
from the private estate of Baltimore resident and
Revolutionary War hero John Eager Howard.

In 1809, a group of Baltimore residents decided
to erecta monument to honor George Washington.
The monument was originally slated to stand
downtown, just one block west of the current
city hall building. In 1815, Robert Mills, who later
designed the Washington Monument in D.C., was
chosen to design the Baltimore memorial.

When the residents surrounding the proposed
site opposed construction—afraid that such a tall
tower could collapse and crush their homes—
Howard stepped up and donated land from his
Belvedere estate, which was far enough north of
the city to pose no risk should it fall.

Construction of the monument, the first
memorial erected in the United States to honor
Washington, began in 1815 and was finished
in 1829. The final product was a much simpler
version of the original design due to high costs.
Sculptor Enrico Causici, who had worked on the
U.S. Capitol’s iconic rotunda, was recruited to
create the statue of Washington that stands atop
it to this day. The tower served as the 178-foot tall
seed that grew into a thriving new neighborhood
in the quickly expanding Port of Baltimore.

During the 1840s, Baltimore’s population and

commercial activity boomed. The upper ech-
elon of Baltimore society began building the
ornate townhouses and mansions around the
Mount Vernon parks that still exist today. After
World War II, there was a move toward sub-
urban living; many of the elite and influential
left the neighborhood, which fell into neglect.
Fortunately, there were groups interested in
maintaining and developing the area, namely
the Mount Vernon Improvement Association,
which still functions today.

Even now, the Mount Vernon neighborhood
still holds onto its 19th-century charm, but has
continued to grow and change with the times.
Bounded by Mount Royal Avenue, Guilford
Avenue, Mulberry Street and Howard Street, the
district offers more than 100 stores and restau-
rants to explore. Within these few blocks, you can
dine internationally, from Ethiopian, Egyptian,
and Russian, to French, Sushi, Thai and Mexican.
Just about any culinary craving can be satisfied.

If it’s nightlife you're seeking, there’s an assort-
ment of venues for imbibing, running the spec-
trum as far as atmosphere and price from ten-
dollar Godiva Chocolate Martinis on the 13th
floor of the Belvedere Hotel, with its sweeping
city views, to the Baltimore-Brewed Resurrection
Draft Beers poured in the basement bar of the
Brewers Art.

With the holidays just around the corner, be
sure to check out the many independent bou-
tiques along the Charles Street corridor, as well
as the few hidden jewels along Read Street. Of
particular interest is Read Street Books, a row
home-turned-discount bookstore with three
floors of cozy reading spaces, live music every
weekend, a BYOB policy and delicious coffee and
pastries for sale in the café area.
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Sculptures in the squares

Upon Howard’s death in 1827, the four park squares around the

monument—Mount Vernon Square = —were laid out by his

heirs. The north and south parks are called Washington Place,
while the east and west parks named Mount Vernon Place—
which eventually became the name of the neighborhood.

In his honor, a statue depicting Howard during the
Revolutionary War was installed in the north square (. Also
in North Washington Place is the likeness of Roger Brooke Taney;,
chief justice of the U.S. Supreme Court from 1835 to 1864.

In the east square, the city placed a statue of philanthropist
George Peabody @—who founded the institute bearing his
name—in recognition for his role in creating a cultural center for
the city. Accompanying Peabody in East Mount Vernon Place is
a memorial to Severn Teackle Wallis, a prominent Baltimore
attorney and political reformer of the late 19th century.

In South Washington Place, the final major sculpture—
Lafayette, general in the American Revolution who served George
Washington—was added and dedicated to the memory of the
fallen in World War I .

West Mount Vernon Place became the repository for several
bronze sculptures by French animalier Antoine-Louis Barye, a
sculptor whose work comprised almost exclusively of wild ani-
mals. A favorite of collector William Walters (founder of the
Walters Art Gallery), the Barye’s sculptures were donated to the
city from Walters’ private collection in the 1880s.

In addition to Barye’s “Lion in Repose,” () there are four
sculptures in a collection that Barye originally created for the
courtyard of the Louvre. Each statue includes a group with an
animal, a boy and a man, and each expresses a generalized con-
cept: war, peace, order and force.

The Walters Art Museum
600 N. Charles St.

Though Baltimore was exploding as a commercial center in the 1840s, the
same could not be said of its culture. A turning point, however, was marked
by the major endeavor undertaken by Baltimore native William Walters and
his son Henry.

The two men shared a fascination with history and art and compiled a wide
variety of artwork, ranging from Far Eastern ceramics to paintings from Europe.
They collected a total of almost 22,000 pieces that spanned 55 centuries.

Since the founding of the Walters Art Museum, the collection has grown
to include over 28,000 pieces of art. Special event galleries are hosted periodi-
cally, ensuring that visitors will be greeted by new and different exhibits on a
regular basis.

Also on Mount Vernon square is the Hackerman House, built in 1841. Once a
private residence, it now houses the Walters Art Gallery’s Asian art collection.

One feature of the Walters Art Museum that is sure to appeal to UB students
is the fact that there is no longer any cost of admission. Community members
can now enjoy beautiful works of art free of charge.

The Mount Vernon Place Methodist Church
10 E. Mount Vernon Place

Near the East park lies The Mount Vernon Place Methodist Church, which was designed
by Thomas Dixon and Charles L. Carson and was completed on Nov. 12, 1872.

In 1830, years before the church’s construction, this site was the foundation for the
mansion of John Eager Howard’s son, Charles Howard, who happened to be married
to Elizabeth Phoebe Key, the daughter of Francis Scott Key. The famed composer of
The Star Spangled Banner passed away there in his daughter’s home, and a plaque in
his honor marks the church’s southern outside wall.

Six different types of stone comprise the building; one of the most noticeable is the
green serpentine marble, which was excavated from the Falls Road area of Baltimore
County. The delicacy of this and the other building materials necessitated major repairs
in 1932 and 1978.

The inside of the church is just as impressive as the outside. Each one of the pews
was hand-carved by a single man out of American walnut; it took him seven years to
complete his work. Also of note is the stained glass Connick cross behind the pulpit.

George Peabody Institute
17 E. Mt. Vernon Place

Across the park stands the Peabody Institute, a world-renowned musical conser-
vatory with a remarkable gold-leaf library ceiling and an impressive collection of
scholarly works.

Philanthropist George Peabody never forgot the two decades he lived here, during
which he laid the foundations for his success and wealth. In 1847, Peabody gifted
the city $1.4 million to finance an institution whose sole purpose was to jump-start
and perpetuate a cultural interest in the fine arts. Peabody dedicated his namesake
institute to the citizens of Baltimore for their “kindness and hospitality.”

As chartered by Peabody, the Institute originally comprised of a free public library,
a lecture series, a conservatory of music and an art collection. Today, it is a divi-
sion of The Johns Hopkins University. As the first academy of music started in the
United States, the Conservatory music school is particularly renowned.

The Peabody Library building, which opened in 1878, is especially impressive;
inside, the Peabody Stack Room is home to five tiers of cast-iron balconies that rise
towards the skylight 61 feet above the floor.
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