
A student group had grades for this 
year’s candidates. We’ll tell you who 

passed the test with flying colors.
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The No. 2 Wildcats put their unbeaten 
record on the line Saturday. Did they stay 
out of the loss column for another game?
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By BRIAN ROSENTHAL 
THE DAILY NORTHWESTERN

Two months after being released 
from prison, a man known by resi-
dents as the “laundry room burglar”  
found himself back in police cus-
tody Thursday.

When Evanston Police Depart-
ment officers spotted Jose Clark Jr., 
he was carrying eight bags of quar-
ters and a hex wrench, authorities 
said . They arrested the 27-year-old 
after discovering evidence that 

linked him to a December 2007 
robbery of a coin-operated washing 
machine .

Physical evidence discovered at 
the scene implicated that Clark, of 
the 2000 block of Howard  Street, 
was at the scene of the year-old bur-
glary, according to an EPD state-
ment released Friday afternoon. A 
follow-up investigation “verified 
Clark’s involvement,” the statement 
said. 

The charges included burglary 
and theft from a coin-operated ma-

chine, the same allegations that 
landed Clark in jail last year for two 
 similar  incidents in November and 
December 2007.  

Clark was arrested last Decem-
ber for his role in the incidents. Res-
idents of Evanston’s 8th ward, 
where the burglaries took place, at-
tended several of his court hearings 
to protest a court system which they 
said was too lenient on criminals .

In a preliminary hearing on Jan. 
 23, the 15 residents prompted whis-
pers from many in the courtroom, 

including Clark’s fiancee, who won-
dered aloud, “Who are these peo-
ple?” 

In June, he was sentenced to six 
years in prison for the robberies. 
But on Nov. 13, after just f ive 
months in prison, Clark was re-
leased on parole.

Gary Brooks, coordinator of the 
Brummel Park Neighborhood 
Watch, said the fact that Clark was 
arrested while carrying eight bags 
of quarters and a wrench shows that 
the parole system is flawed.

“I believe in people having 
chances,” he said. “But when a per-
son’s paroled back into the same 
area, it defeats the purpose. It’s just 
an open door and continue on what 
they’ve been doing.”

Brooks, who attended the Jan.  23 
court hearing , said he wasn’t sure if 
the residents would take as much 
interest in Clark’s case this year as 
they did last year . In a post on her 
message board, Ald. Ann Rainey 
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Jail might not have cleaned up city’s ‘laundry room burglar’

McSA's culture week 
takes a politcal spin with 
conflict in Palestine 
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The Wildcats took Purdue to overtime, but 
were unable to score a win Sunday.
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Thousands protest Gaza war

City budget to 
increase taxes

By BEN GEIER  
THE DAILY NORTHWESTERN

Facing a $140 million pension fund 
deficit and a growing recession, the 
major players of Evanston government 
came together Saturday for their first 
discussion on the proposed budget for 
next year.

“The economy, wherever it is — 
global, national, state or local — it all 
looks the same,”  said Martin Lyons, 
the city’s  fi-
nance director, 
who took over 
in August. 

Lyons led 
most of the 
meeting  at the 
Evanston Civic 
Center, 2100 
Ridge Ave., and 
gave a presen-
tation on the 
major points of the plan for the 
2009-2010 fiscal year.  

The proposal includes raising the 
property tax in Evanston by almost 5 
percent, which would generate 
$207,000 in additional revenue. It also 
relies on taking $5 million from the 
city’s General Fund and several other 
cost-saving methods. 

This year’s budget is tight, as city 
officials try to make up for the $140 
million deficit in the pension fund for 
police and firemen. The fund was un-
derpaid for nearly 20 years, leaving 
the city in a tough position with 24 
more years to make up the deficit. 

Another reason for the increase 
in taxes on existing property is the 
sharp downturn in tax revenue from 
property transfers, Lyons said. Tax 
collections from real estate transfers 
are down 38.6 percent compared to 
last year, he said. The data was 
through November. 

“It’s two things,” Lyons said. “We 
have fewer transactions and we have 
transactions at lower dollar amounts.” 

The finance director repeatedly 
stressed that taxes needed to be in-
creased in order to make up for lost 
revenue. He said that although spend-
ing cuts were an option, there was only 
so much cutting that could be done.

“Evanston is a full service commu-
nity,” he said. “The whole range of ser-
vices and then some are provided to 

E v a n s t o n 
residents.” 

After Ly-
on’s presen-
tation, both 
city council 
m e m b e r s 
and Evan-
ston resi-
dents had a 
chance to 
voice their 

concerns regarding the presentation 
and the proposed budget.

“I’m amazed at the amount you 
people pay in taxes,” said Tom Burn-
ham , who moved from Connecticut to 
Evanston four years ago. “It’s amazing 
to sit here and watch you people make 
a presentation raising taxes five per-
cent.” 

Burnham said he was also per-
plexed by Mayor Lorraine Morton’s 
promise of job security to existing city 
workers, asking why in the tough 
times the city was not making the 
same type of cuts that other businesses 
are making. 

Other residents, including many 
candidates for mayor and alderman in 
April’s municipal election, also voiced 
concerns over various aspects of the 
proposal.

Sitting city officials were more sup-

π Budget includes 5 percent hike in existing property 
taxes to generate more than $200,000 in revenue

By CHRIS KIRK 
THE DAILY NORTHWESTERN

Chanting “free, free, Palestine,” 
thousands gathered in Chicago on 
Friday to march on the Israeli 
Consulate  in protest  of Israel ’s 
bombings in the Gaza Strip.

“We want to show the world 
that we don’t accept what’s going 
on in Gaza,” said rally organizer 
Awad Hamdan   , who estimated the 
attendance to be near 10,000.

Israel started bombing Gaza on 
Dec. 27 in response to Hamas fir-
ing hundreds of rockets into south-
ern Israel, which killed one Israeli 
citizen. The military followed their 

air assault with a ground invasion 
on Jan. 3. Authorities estimate that 
13 Israelis and 879 Palestinians 
have been killed, 250 of which 
were children  .

Friday’s march began at Daley 
Plaza , where, standing among left-
over holiday decorations, several 
speakers rallied the crowd.

“We believe that the blood of 
the Palestinian child is not cheaper 
than the blood of an Israeli child,” 
said Zaher Sahloul,  a councilman 
of Islamic Organizations of Greater 
Chicago . “We believe that the tears 
of a Palestinian child are not 
cheaper than the tears of an  Israeli 
child. We believe that the pain of a 

Palestinian child is not less than 
the pain of our children.”

 The protesters carried a banner 
that read: “Occupation is the high-
est Form of Terrorism. End the Is-
raeli Occupation Now. STOP Ter-
rorism.”  Hamdan, a member of 
American Muslims for Palestine , 
guided cheers from a pickup truck, 
his voice amplified. 

“(The speakers) demanded 
something concrete and something 
feasible  — that we need an imme-
diate cease-fire, that the people in 
Palestine need immediate medical 
help and humanitarian aid, that 

See PROTEST, page 4 See BUDGET, page 5
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Protestors marching at Daley Plaza on Friday carry signs in response to the conflict in Gaza. They were met with 
occasional approval from passers-by, in the form of an upraised fist or a car horn honking. 

“We have fewer transactions 
and we have transactions at 

lower dollar amounts.”

Martin Lyons
Evanston’s financial director
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