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The decision to withdraw a proposal for a 
gay-friendly high school in Chicago earlier 
this week left the school’s future in question.

The Chicago Board of Education was 
scheduled to vote on the proposal at the Nov. 
19 meeting, but the design team withdrew 
their plan on Nov. 18. 

The original proposal for the school, 
named Pride Campus, had changed too dras-
tically from outside suggestions for the design 
team to continue supporting it, said Paula 
Gilovich , a design team member and educa-
tion programs director at About Face Theatre. 

The design team consisted of educators 

and organization representatives from across 
Chicago  and was responsible for developing 
the plan for a gay-friendly school.

“The language got to a point where we 
didn’t feel comfortable,” Gilovich said.  

Since the design team first brought the 
idea to the Chicago Public Schools over the 
summer, the proposal has  attracted national 
 attention.

Chicago Public Schools  is the third-largest 
school system in the country and  would be 
the third district in the nation to open this 
type of school, following New York City and 
Milwaukee. 

Despite the attention the proposal  re-
ceived, the possibility of a similar program in 
the Evanston area is very unlikely in the near 
future, said Dottie Coppock , the department 
chairwoman of student services at Evanston 
Township High School. The Evanston com-
munity has not supported past ideas for a sec-
ond comprehensive area high school, she said.

“I would be very surprised, at least in the 
near future, if that question would ever come 
to the public,” she said.

Coppock said while she doesn’t have an 
opinion on the need for a gay-friendly  Chi-
cago school, she is not aware of any problems 
for gay  students at ETHS .

The issue of  student safety outweighs any 
other concerns about the proposed school, 
said Northwestern Rainbow Alliance member 
Mykell Miller. 

Many LGBT  high school students are bul-
lied and assaulted frequently     and need a 
school where they can feel physically safe, 
said the McCormick School of Engineering 
and Applied Science  senior . Miller would like 
to see a gay-friendly high school opened in 
Chicago as soon as possible.

“It’s a step backwards in the overall move-
ment,” Miller said. “But it might be neces-
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NU students differ on gay-friendly school

CAITLIN KEARNEY/THE DAILY NORTHWESTERN

Alds. Cheryl Wollin (1st) and Elizabeth Tisdahl (7th) talk with Northwestern students at the first “Ask the Aldermen” session Thursday night. Topics of 
discussion included safety along Sheridan Road, the city budget crisis and the possibility of a Best Buy, Target, or Wendy’s coming to the area.

NU looks to 
India for 
graduate 
programs
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Northwestern’s Kellogg School of Man-
agement  and Medill School of Journalism  
are still considering the possibility of open-
ing a joint graduate program in India. 
Though nothing has been finalized, NU 
has explored the viability of an Indian 
campus for nearly two years.   

“All these things have to have interest 
from below,” University  President Henry 
Bienen  said in a Nov. 6 interview with The 
Daily. “I’m a facilitator but if nobody’s in-
terested, that’s the end of it. It depends on 
whether people want to run with the ball.”

The program in India would offer grad-
uate classes focused on journalism and 
media management taught by NU faculty. 
The university is currently exploring all 
options, but a program would likely be 
built in either New Delhi or Mumbai, said 
Kellogg Dean  Dipak Jain . 

India has become an especially attrac-
tive site because of its economic growth. 

“If NU wants to be a global university, 
we need to reach out to markets where we 
see potential and see high caliber stu-
dents,” Jain said.  “Tomorrow,  when people 
graduate under Kellogg or NU,  they will 
be our alumni, and at that time it would 
not matter whether they came out of India 
or NU, but that they were trained by NU 
people.  That’s the most important thing.” 

NU’s global presence has grown in recent 
years. Earlier this year, NU opened the doors 
of its new campus in Doha, Qatar . Kellogg al-
ready has graduate programs in Hong Kong , 
Bangkok, Thailand  and Tel Aviv, Israel . 

Both Medill and Kellogg also have a 
history of working with India: Medill of-
fered a program for undergraduates to 
complete their Journalism Residency  in 
India from 2004  until 2006 . Kellogg, along 
with the University of Pennsylvania’s 
Wharton School , was a leading partner in 
establishing the Indian School of Business  
in Hyderabad  .  

Serious consideration of expanding grad-
uate programs in India began after Bienen’s 
first visit to the school    in 2005, Jain said.

Initially, there were many obstacles in 
pursuing a program in India, including 
space and funding, Bienen said. The pros-
pect of building a program in India was 
temporarily put on hold when NU was asked 
to open a campus in Qatar as part of the Qa-
tari government’s Education City initiative  

Qatar was a more viable opportunity at 

π Kellogg and Medill considering 
starting graduate programs located 
in either New Delhi or Mumbai
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π Chicago high school proposal was 
withdrawn, and Rainbow Alliance 
disagrees on whether it’s a good idea
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Sheridan Road, taxes and Wendy’s.
Those topics, in that order, were among 

the issues discussed at the first “Ask the Al-
dermen” event Thursday night.

Alds. Cheryl Wollin (1st) and Elizabeth 
Tisdahl (7th)  spent more than an hour fielding 
questions from 18 Northwestern students  at 
the forum, sponsored by the Associated Stu-
dent Government and intended to recur quar-
terly. Wollin’s ward includes the southern and 
western parts of NU’s campus, while Tisdahl, 
a candidate to replace retiring Mayor Lor-
raine Morton, represents the area east of 

Sheridan Road. Ald. Delores Holmes (5th), 
who also represents an area where NU stu-
dents live, could not attend. 

 Students spent most of the session asking 
what work is being done to upgrade Sheridan 
Road and how to improve relations between 
the city and university.

The aldermen promised improvements to 
Sheridan Road are coming soon.

“We have a f inal draft proposal for 
change,” said Wollin, who said the proposal 
included two new traffic lights and a plan to 
widen the sidewalk on the street’s west side. 

All of the road’s traffic signals will be 
equipped with countdown timers by next 
summer, Wollin said, adding that officials 

were also considering putting pavement lights 
on the crosswalks.

Last August, the city gained control of the 
road, previously managed by the Illinois De-
partment of Transportation .  A meeting to dis-
cuss the proposal is scheduled for 6 p.m. Dec. 3 
at the Evanston Civic Center, 2100 Ridge Ave. 

On the controversial topic of town-gown 
relations, the aldermen asked students to help 
persuade the university to aid the city in its 
budget crisis.

“We like the students a lot,” said Tisdahl, 
referencing what she called the “100-year 
War” between the city and university. “When 

Aldermen answer students’ questions
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