
By AMANDA LUEVANO  AND
SEAN COLLINS WALSH 
THE DAILY NORTHWESTERN

A body found in Lake Michigan 
Sunday morning has been identified as 
that of Communication freshman 
Trevor Boehm , officials said.

The Cook County Medical Examin-
er’s  office notified Northwestern early 
Monday evening. Al Cubbage , vice 
president for university relations, re-
leased a statement shortly afterward. 

“Our hearts go out to Trevor’s fam-
ily and our thoughts are with them at 
this time,” said University President 
Henry Bienen  in the statement. “The 
death of one of our students affects the 
entire Northwestern community. We 
join the Boehm family in mourning the 
loss of Trevor.”

The body was discovered about 
seven miles south of NU near Mon-
trose Harbor in the 4500 block of Chi-
cago’s North Simonds Drive , police 
said. 

Boehm was reported missing Nov. 9 
by his parents, who were visiting for 
Family Weekend. While investigating 
the disappearance, University Police  
discovered Boehm had not used his 
WildCARD or Marlock key since Nov. 
5.

Four days later, police found his 
jacket, WildCARD, keys and cell phone 

By ALEXANDRA FINKEL
THE DAILY NORTHWESTERN

Former Northwestern Provost 
Lawrence B. Dumas died Monday 
morning at Northwestern Memo-
rial Hospital ’s hospice .  Dumas, 
who had fought a brain tumor 
since his retirement in 2007, was 
67.  

Dumas worked at NU for nearly 
40 years before retiring last year for 
health reasons.  Colleagues remem-
bered him as a man devoted to the 
university as a mentor and adminis-
trator.

P r o f .  R i c h a r d  M o r i m o t o 
 worked closely with Dumas in the 
biological sciences department. 
Dumas served as Morimoto’s men-
tor since 1983, when the two 
taught a cell biology class, Morim-
oto said. 

“I’ve had the privilege of work-
ing with him and serving him for 

my ent ire academic career at 
Northwestern,” he said. “He was 
always deeply interested in every-
thing we could do to enhance NU 
at every level, but he was also very 
interested in each of us as peo-
ple.” 

Dumas joined the Northwestern 
faculty in 1970 and was one of the 
founding members of the depart-
ment of biochemistry, molecular 
biology and cell biology. 

He served as the department’s 

chairman from 1985 until 1988, 
when he was appointed the Dean 
of Weinberg College of Arts and 
Sciences. He then accepted a posi-
tion as NU Provost and served for 
11 years before retiring in 2007. 

As provost, Dumas worked with 
faculty members and the adminis-
tration to create “The Highest Or-
der of Excellence,” a statement out-
lining ideas and strategies to im-
prove NU’s future.  

“I think it was his vision that 
Northwestern could be the very 
best institution not only in the 
United States, but the very best in-
stitution in the whole world,” Mo-
rimoto said. 

Dumas encouraged the faculty 
to become more involved and make 
a difference, he said. 

“He always said, with a twinkle 
in his eye and a warm 
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Boocoo employees Tamara McWilliams and Anita Thornton in front of the cultural 
center’s mural. The center, at 1823 Church St., attracts many ETHS students to its music 
classes, creative activities and café. Read more at dailynorthwestern.com.

Former NU provost dies at 67

McSA plans 
speech for 
Ayers at NU

By CHRISTINA CHAEY
THE DAILY NORTHWESTERN

Following  a controversial last-minute decision, 
the Muslim-cultural Student Association  plans to 
bring former Weather Underground member Wil-
liam Ayers  as its 2008 fall speaker Thursday at 
Cahn Auditorium , said Weinberg junior Dana Sha-
beeb , McSA co-president. 

The selection continues the recent trend of stu-
dent groups bringing figures to campus who have 
been lightning rods for criticism, including a For 
Members Only speech by the Rev. Jeremiah Wright, 
Jr.   that Ayers attended as a VIP.

Ayers will be speaking with his wife, Bernardine 
Dohrn , a professor in the School of Law; and Imam 
Zaid Shakir , a black  Muslim scholar. A&O Produc-
tions , Alianza , Asian Pacific American Coalition , 
South Asian Student Alliance  and FMO have co-en-
dorsed the event, called “Peaceful Progress: A Dis-
course on Affecting Change,”  Shabeeb said.  

Ayers, a University of Illinois–Chicago professor 
and Hyde Park neighbor of President-elect Barack 
Obama , was a point of controversy during the 2008 
presidential campaign. Republicans sought to tie 
the Democrat to Ayers’ and Dohrn’s membership in 
the Weather Underground. Some of the members of 
the ’60s radical group were convicted of bombing 
federal buildings, including the Pentagon and Capi-
tol Hill. Charges were filed against the two, but 
were dropped on a technicality  .

Shakir , a scholar who has spoken at national 
Muslim events, is a former member of the U.S. Air 
Force and the co-founder of Masjid  al-Islam, a Con-
necticut-based grassroots effort to provide Islamic 
religious and educational counsel .

By KIRSTEN SALYER 
THE DAILY NORTHWESTERN

Northwestern President Henry 
S. Bienen  was the second highest-
paid university executive in the 
nation in 2006, according to a sur-
vey by The Chronicle of Higher 
Education .

Bienen, who received a total 
compensation of more than  $1.7 
million , was second only to David 
J. Sargent, president of Suffolk Uni-
versity, who received $2.8 million 
after working 52 years at Suffolk, 
including  two decades as presi-
dent   . The presidents of the Univer-
sity of Chicago and Columbia Col-

lege also received more than 
$500,000 in compensation   . 

A president’s pay in any given 
year depends on level of seniority, 
the complexity of the university, 
the university’s facilities and the 
university’s prominence, said Paul 
Fain , a Chronicle senior staff re-
porter.

“President Bienen is up the list 
this year,” he said. “But it’s not all 
that surprising, given he’s stepping 
down soon and he’s been there a 
long time.” 

The survey applies the univer-
sity’s most recently available fed-
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π He made more than $1.7 million in 2006; NU 
spokesman says compensation ‘not that simple’ 
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“Larry was an 
extraordinary man in … 
his distinguished service 

to Northwestern.”

Henry Bienen
University president

See DUMAS, page 3


