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Symposium focuses 
on social networking, 
both online and off

please see Dartmouth, page 11

City faces employee ‘exodus’

By Steven Berger
The Daily Northwestern

The Kaplan Humanities Scholars 
Program’s first Spring Symposium, 
focusing on how society changes 
through social networking, at-
tracted about 60 students and fac-
ulty in Harris Hall Thursday night. 

The event, “Social Networks 
and the Good Society,” featured 
two speakers, University of Chi-
cago law professor and author Cass 
Sunstein and University of Virginia 
professor and author Siva Vaid-

CAPS expands, 
putting sharper 
focus on stress

By Brian Rosenthal
The Daily Northwestern

The controversial former Dart-
mouth College lecturer who threat-
ened to sue her students before 
coming to Northwestern as a re-
search associate says she has en-
joyed her first month on campus.

Priya Venkatesan, 39, started her 
research position at NU’s Interna-
tional Institute for Nanotechnology 
on April 14, said Kathleen Cook, the 
institute’s director of operations & 
strategic initiatives. Venkatesan vol-

By Stephanie Wang
The Daily Northwestern

Therapy is no longer just about 
dream analysis sessions on a psychi-
atrist’s couch.

Northwestern is following the 
trend of many universities by offer-
ing students specialized stress man-
agement services. Counseling and 
Psychological Services expanded its 
clinic this quarter to include more 
accessible group meetings, medita-
tion and biofeedback training in 
technological relaxation methods.

“The idea behind the expansion 

Calif. court legalizes 
same-sex marriage 

SAN FRANCISCO — California's 
Supreme Court declared gay cou-
ples can marry - a monumental but 
perhaps short-lived victory for the 
gay rights movement Thursday 
that was greeted with tears, hugs, 
kisses and at least one instant pro-
posal of matrimony. .

Death toll still rising 
after earthquake
LUOSHUI TOWN, China — 
Troops dug burial pits in this 
quake-shattered town and black 
smoke poured from crematorium 
chimneys elsewhere in central 
China as priorities began shifting 
Thursday from the hunt for survi-
vors to dealing with the dead. Offi-
cials said the final toll could more 
than double to 50,000.

— Associated press

Dartmouth lecturer 
who threatened suit 
enjoying work at NU

please see kaplan, page 11please see caps, page 8

By Brian Rosenthal
The Daily Northwestern

At least 45 City of Evanston 
staff members have resigned or 
retired in the past year, including 
eight of the nine city department 
heads, leaving residents to specu-
late on the reason for the “mass 
exodus.”

The primary explanation was 
probably the City Council’s decision 
to instate a one-year-only “Early 
Retirement Initiative,” which was 
passed to save the city millions of 
dollars, Ald. Steve Bernstein (4th) 
said.

But “philosophical differences” 
with former City Manager Julia 
Carroll, the city’s chief executive, 

were also factors, said three re-
cently retired department heads.

“The city manager’s manage-
ment style was certainly a contribu-
tory factor in my retirement,” said 
Jay Terry, the city’s former director 
of health and human services, who 
retired in January.

Carroll said she didn’t know of 
any issues with former colleagues.

“I’m not aware of any problems 
that they have mentioned to me,” 
she said. “I don't know what they're 
talking about.”

Carroll, 55, unexpectedly an-
nounced her resignation April 28, 
citing unspecified health reasons. 

Performance

Stephen Blackman/the daily northwestern

Besides performing with improvised instruments like garbage cans and plastic pipes, members of Boomshaka rapped and danced in their 10th annual spring 
show, Restore Chaos, in McCormick Auditorium at Norris University Center. The show, which consists of a series of student-written pieces, began running 
Thursday and will continue Friday at 8 p.m. and 11 p.m. and Saturday at 8 p.m. and 11 p.m. 

More than 40 leave under retirement initiative
Tennis
Top seed NU 
stomps Fresno 
State 4-1 in 
the NCAA 
Round of 16.
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watching
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CULTURAL EVENTS
Black-Jewish Freedom Seder 
mixes cultures in celebration of 
common experience, struggle

News when you need it 
Daily blogs updated regularly at dailynorthwestern.com

4

3

DEVEOPMENT
Oak Avenue condo developer gets 
second extension for planned 
building on vacant property

Please see RETIREMENT, Page 10
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ALUMNI Q&A
Broadway director who worked on 
‘Avenue Q,’ ‘Lion King’ got her start 
working on NU student theater
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BATTLE OF THE BANDS
Photo essay of the Mayfest event, 
which pits campus bands against 
each other last night and tonight

Alice Feng/the daily northwestern

University of Chicago Professor 
Cass Sunstein spoke Thursday on 
the importance of social networks.


