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No charges filed
yet vs. Nealley

Investigation continues

BY GILLIAN JAVETSKI
Daily Editorial Board

The Middlesex District Attorney’s
Office is still investigating former
Director of Student Activities Jodie
Nealley’s alleged embezzlement of the
student activities fund.

Nealley was fired on Nov. 9 after alleg-
edly pilfering approximately $300,000
from Tufts. She has admitted to taking a
portion of the money.

Although she was not authorized
to discuss specific details, Middlesex
District Attorney Spokeswoman Jessica
Venezia confirmed that no charges have
yet been filed against Nealley.

“We are still in the middle of an
ongoing and comprehensive investi-
gation ... and are working to follow
the facts to see where they bring us,”
Venezia told the Daily. “Until the inves-
tigation is closed, we cannot comment
any further.”

Nealley’s lawyer, Howard Lewis of the
law firm Lewis & Leeper, LLC, was not
available for comment.

Tufts Director of Public Relations Kim
Thurler said that Tufts has made little
progress in the case since November.
“The results of our audits have been
turned over to the Middlesex County
District Attorney’s Office,” Thurler said.
“The timing and progress of the investi-
gation is up to them at this point.”

After receiving an anonymous tip,
Tufts’ Audit and Management Advisory
Services conducted an investigation

see NEALLEY, page 2
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Common, Dropkicks rock Presidents Lawn

MEREDITH KLEIN/TUFTS DAILY
Common rocked the crowd at Spring Fling on Saturday with his empassioned set.
“Who loves hip hop?” he asked the energetic crowd. Headliners The Dropkick
Murphys turned up the heat at the end of the afternoon, capping their set with back-
to-back performances of “I'm Shipping up to Boston” and “Dirty Water.”

Capital campaign
gets boost from
Doble donation

BY ALEX BLOOM
Daily Editorial Board

With Frank Doble’s (A ’11) posthumous
donation of $136 million earlier this month,
Tufts’ Beyond Boundaries capital campaign
surged ahead of pace and is now set to reach
its goal on time.

The funds drive, which is seeking to raise
$1.2 billion for university improvements and
supplements to its endowment, has already
raised $875 million and reeled in 73 percent
of its goal.

The campaign has raised $212 million in
fiscal year 2008. Beyond Boundaries’ targeted
end date is June 30, 2011.

“The campaign is doing exceptionally
well [and is] exceeding our expectations to
date,” said Brian Lee, the vice president of
University Advancement. “We're delighted
with the response from our alumni and our
reporters in the campaign who have been
extraordinarily generous in supporting our
campaign’s priority.”

Many universities launch capital cam-
paigns to encourage alumni to give money.
Tufts started Beyond Boundaries in July 2002,
and the campaign entered its public phase in
November 2006.

Lee hailed the Doble gift, in which a trust
fund the alumnus had set up before he died
was unbolted and half the were funds given
to Tufts. Lee called that gift emblematic of
Beyond Boundaries’ goal.

“There’s an important dynamic at play:
that one generation of Tufts students enables
the next,” Lee said.

see BOUNDARIES, page 2

After challenge, referendum passes on TCU amendments

Silverman wins TCU VP,

The Tufts Community Union
(TCU) Elections Commission
(ECOM) announced yesterday
that a referendum featuring
three amendments to the
TCU constitution had passed,
despite an appeal.

Two of the amendments,
all of which appeared on last
week’s ballot, will change
the process by which student
groups are able to hold com-
munity representative seats in
the Senate. Community repre-
sentatives act as spokespeople
for their groups, participating in
Senate meetings and voting on
most of the Senate’s decisions.

The vote to determine
whether a student group can
receive a community repre-
sentative has historically
been conducted in student
body-wide elections, but
Wednesday’s first amendment
changed this. The vote will
now be conducted within the
Senate.

The second amendment
internalizes the process by
which community representa-
tives are re-approved. Rather
than needing to receive the
support of the student body,
each group that already has a
community representative will
need to receive a two-thirds
vote from the Senate every

year to retain its seat.

The third amendment will
add a historian position to
ECOM, enlarging the board to
five people.

Freshman Christopher
Snyder appealed the referen-
dum last week. Snyder, who is
also a copy editor for the Daily,
claimed that ECOM did not
follow its own by-laws, as it
failed to sufficiently advertise
the proposed amendments.

“When | went on to vote
on Wednesday, the first time
| knew about the referendum
was when | saw the ballot,”
Snyder told the Daily. He
also noted that the option
to abstain from voting on
the referendum was not as
prominently displayed as the
options for approving and dis-
approving the amendments.

The TCU Judiciary struck
down the appeal in a 5-2
vote on Friday. It subsequently
released the previously with-
held results in an announce-
ment yesterday. ECOM does
not release the percentages in
referendum votes.

In its decision, the Judiciary
ruled that Snyder’s complaints
comprised “harmless error”
on the part of ECOM. The
student body’s “overwhelming
vote in favor of the ... referen-

dum question” demonstrated
that, had the complaints been
addressed before Wednesday's
election, the outcome of the
vote would not have been
affected, the decision stated.

Recognizing ECOM'’s error,
the Judiciary decided to require
the commission to prominent-
ly display an option to abstain
“on all ballots for all issues”
in the future. The Judiciary
also ordered ECOM to allo-
cate funds dedicated to better
advertising referendum ques-
tions in its fiscal year 2009
budget. In addition, ECOM
must “modify ... [its] bylaws
such that there are specific
mechanisms for both elections
in which there are candidates
and elections in which there
are referendum questions.”

Snyder said that he was
“pleased” with the ruling,
but still expressed concerns
about ECOM’s actions in last
Wednesday's elections.

ECOM Chair AnjaliNirmalan,
a junior, declined to comment
on the decision.

Nirmalan said she hopes
members of the Class of 2012
will step up in the fall to
fill ECOM’s fourth and fifth
positions.

—by Ben Gittleson

Shapanka is new treasurer

BY BEN GITTLESON
Daily Editorial Board

The Tufts Community Union
(TCU) Senate elected a new
executive board, Senate commit-
tee chairs and Allocations Board
(ALBO) chairs during in-house
elections conducted last night.

The newly elected members of
the 2008-2009 TCU Senate select-
ed sophomore Scott Silverman

as vice president, junior Matt
Shapanka as treasurer, senior
Antonella Sarcano as historian and
sophomore C.J. Mourning as par-
liamentarian. They will be joined
on next year’s executive board by
sophomore Duncan Pickard, who
was elected as TCU president by
the student body on Wednesday.
Committee chairs were also

see ELECTIONS, page 2

ANNIE WERMIEL/TUFTS DAILY

Sophomore Scott Silverman said the Senate was a well oiled machine, and
called the vice president its motor oil during a speech to fellow senators

during yesterday’s in-house elections. Silverman won the vice presidency.
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Students face ongoing
difficulties with Tufts’
health insurance.
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