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I once read somewhere that
the best horror stories happen
in places you feel safe.

It makes sense, right? It’s the
reason why children are terrified
of the monster under their bed:
their bed is “safe” and a monster
is invading their safety.

This philosophy holds some
weight in the residence halls,
too. The residence halls on
campus are designed to be safe
for its occupants, but if you
analyze it, they're not the safest
place to inhabit.

They have rules that are hon-
estly meant to protect the resi-
dents: the outer doors that lock
are sturdy and do a great job at
keeping most unwanted people
out, and when you lock your
room door behind you, you're
about as safe as you can get.

The “No tailgating” signs
posted at every entrance and
on the marquees on lobby TV
screens remind you not to let
anyone in behind you.

But who really follows that?
I only know one person, and
that was the RA of my first
residence hall.

She was pretty into the rules,
actually. After quiet hours, you
could hear a pin drop, and she
was always in bed around 12. For
what it’s worth, Kelley was an
incredible RA and really adhered
to the rules. However, no one
else really did.

I lived in one of the all-girl
dorms, but it was pretty shock-
ing to see the number of boys
who lurked about the halls after
hours. Most of them were fairly
harmless looking, and some of
them I knew myself. One of my

close male friends was pretty
much a permanent resident of
a floor. Almost every night, he
was there.

But sometimes, the visitors
weren’t so harmless.

During fall semester of last
year, | had an unpleasant stalker-
esque experience with a boy
harassing me. My next-door
neighbors even had to knock
on my door one morning to
tell me to look outside where
he had written, in chalk, on
the roof of the building our
rooms overlooked.

On a floor with double oc-

cupancy, there is a girl in

every other room that has

been raped or has almost
been raped.

Don’t go there, fellas. It's a
cute idea until she wakes up
in the morning and finds you
lurking under her window. It’s
creepy. Especially when it’s
unwanted.

On Halloween night, of the
hundreds of people that were
milling around west end, he
found me. Not only did he not
give up when asked to leave, but
he actually convinced someone
to let him in the building and up
to my door.

This person is now a felon,
just gonna put that out there.
Imagine the things he could
have done if I had been in that
room and answered the door.
Instead, he left a note and a
random gift.

I don’t want to criticize the
safety of campus, because I know
that student patrol groups and
the student police work incred-
ibly hard, but the safety of females
on campus seems to be a little
slack.

Yes, sometimes we ask for it
by being inebriated, but think
about this: one in every four col-
lege women experiences rape or
attempted rape. To put it in per-
spective, on a floor with double
occupancy, there is a girl in every
other room that has been raped
or has almost been raped. Are we
doing enough to protect them?

Campus security is trained first
and foremost to be a mediator.
They do not want to start throw-
ing fists like an episode of “Dog
the Bounty Hunter.”

78 percent of women who
have been raped knew their
attackers. Kelley, the fabulous
RA that she was, told us about
a person she knew at another
university who was assaulted by
her roommate’s boyfriend while
her roomie stepped out for a
phone call.

So, as much as you might hate
that visitation policy, think twice
before you break it. Make sure
your roommate is alright with
your fella sleeping over, even if
the coordinator isn’t.

Also, consider knowing basic
self defense, even the gentlemen.
Males can be victims, too, and
ladies, that pepper spray doesn’t
stop everyone.

Recognize that the resi-
dence hall association knows
exactly what it’s doing. So next
time, think twice before you
let that stranger follow you in.

This writer can be contacted at
opinion@theeastcarolinian.com.

Gotsomethingtosay?

Send us your pirate rants!

Log onto theeastcarolinian.com to submit a Rant of your own.
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“Remember the time we had that huge fight and

you moved out for a month? Let’s do that again.”

The East Carolinian does not endorse statements made in Pirate Rants. Questions regarding
Rants can be directed to Katelyn Crouse, Editor in Chief, at opinion@theeastcarolinian.com.
Log onto theeastcarolinian.com to submit a Rant of your own.

These incoming freshmen all look 14.
Basic math: ECU > UNC

Making and spending money, laughing
and acting funny.

Thanks to the housekeeper/facilities guy
who found my phone this morning! You're
a life saver!

Hey, if you're going to clip your nails, at
least close the door! | can't stand hearing
that clip, clip, clip! Are you clipping your
fingers and toes?!

To the men who stole from us: You must
have been really desperate and had
lookouts to be able to hit 5 houses in one
evening! Revenge is mine, says the Lord.
| will leave it to Him.

I need to get laid. Pronto!

ATTN LADIES: Please wear thongs!! Short
shorts are acceptable too. Thanks, Male
population

I'm sad MJ is dead.
| hate summer classes.

| miss Greenville.

| miss all of my friends.... but being in
summer school is still a lot better then
being home.

| think | have fallen in love with a cop.

Dear ECU, Don't budget cut necessary
things like A/C... Sincerely, the summer
school students

You know you're falling asleep in class
when your teacher becomes blurry and
eventually fades away.

THRILLER!

ECU needs to invest in a waiting pool.
While you're waiting for the bus in the
hot sun, you wait in a nice, cool pool. The
solution for winter is a hot tub.

Don’t you hate when you sit down and get
your whole book bag unpacked and then
you have to take a crap?

There's this weird girl who is always star-
ing at me...

Sarah Russell
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