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America loses four icons

MAX LEMANOWICZ
THE EAST CAROLINIAN

‘Weird coincidence or not, four
famous celebrities have died in
less than a week. First was Ed
McMahon, then Farah Fawcett
and the King of Pop (both on
June 25th) followed by Billy
Mays, aka the true “Infomercial
King.” This is perhaps one of the
most bizarre turn of events that
has happened in recent years to
the “big-wigs” in entertainment.
A “Tonight Show” sidekick, a
70s glamour idol, one of the
biggest-selling musicians in
recording history and an info-
mercial guru are all dead within
a week. Crazy.

Ed McMahon is most famously
known for being an announcer
and co-star on the “Johnny
Carson Show,” the show which
he was a part of for 80 years.
According to a recent article by
Entertainment Weekly, he was
considered one of television’s
“greatest sidekicks.” McMahon
could be heard laughing through
many portions of the Johnny
Carson Show, which gained
him the nickname “The Human
Laugh Track.” He’s also famous
for his “Here’s Johnny” opening
line that had also resonated to
the big screen, thanks to Jack
Nicholson, in the horror film
“The Shining.” McMahon died
on June 23rd from natural causes
at the age of 86.

age of 62.

As a star on the hit "70s show
“Charlie’s Angels”, Farah Faw-
cett became an American sex
symbol. Men lusted for her and
women desperately wanted to
look like her. She had beautiful,
blond flowing hair, a gorgeous
smile and a wonderful pair of
legs. Her tremendous screen
presence garnered her roles in
the film “Extremities” and the
TV movie “The Burning Bed.”
After having a long, three year
tenure with anal cancer, Fawcett
tragically passed away on June
25th at the age of 62.

Michael Jackson’s passing has
been the most widely publicized
death of this week and has over-
shadowed the other celebrities.

With his death, there have
come some bizarre conspiracy

Charlie's Angels star and sex symbol passed away at the

theories,
such as that
he staged
his own
death (very
similar to
the Elvis
conspiracy
theorists who thought he was
abducted by aliens) and even the
possibility of murder. Jackson’s
personal doctor had been in
hiding up until just recently
and has hired a big-shot lawyer.
Whether or not the guy is
guilty, he still has the potential
to be blamed for the death of
Jackson. Jackson’s exact cause of
death, up until now, is unknown.
He is thought to have died
from cardiac arrest and this
may have been drug-induced.

of television history.

His “Here’s Johnny!” tagline has become an enduring part

Jackson received a daily
dose of Demerol, a pain-
killer which he had been
addicted to for several
years. Jackson died on June
25th at the age of 50.

“If only you Michael] knew
how much love you were get-
ting, after all those years of
paparazzi abuse,” said senior
Chris Thompson. “You will
be missed. [Michael pose]”
said Thompson as he struck a
Michael pose.

The King of Pop lives on after death.

In less than a week

His Oxyclean commercials will forever be
remembered for his bombastic voice.

Other’s feel pity for Jackson
and are even still mesmerized
by his oddity. When asked about
Jackson, junior biology major
Megan Vann said, “He was very
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New bill signed to restore common sense

CAITLIN HALE
THE EAST CAROLINIAN

On Friday, June 19th, North
Carolina Governor Beverly
Perdue signed a bill into law
which bans drivers from text
messaging and emailing on their
cell phones while behind the
wheel of a vehicle. Perdue, who
is best known for her fight to
advance education and improve

healthcare, hopes that this new
law will further help to reduce
the amount of unsafe driving
practices taking place on North
Carolina roads.

Perdue had her spokeswoman,
Chrissy Pearson, send out the
news of her decision through a
text message, which read: “This
msg 2 u was composed while I
was behind my desk, not behind
the wheel. Hope u r not driving

now.”

The law, which goes into effect
Dec. 1st, 2009, is going to be dif~
ficult to enforce. However, North
Carolina Republican Senator Jim
Forrestor hopes that the law
will promote highway safety. As
reported by the Gaston Gazette,
Forrestor claims, “If this bill can
save one life or prevent one acci-
dent, it'’s well worth it.”

While this violation does not

increase insurance rates or add
points to drivers’ licenses, those
who are caught texting while
driving will face a $100 fine, plus
the cost of court. Regardless,
some students feel that this new
law will not make a huge impact
in their lives. Chandler Hatcher,
a rising sophomore, admits to
frequently texting while driving
and claims she doubts her habits
will change a lot after Dec. 1st.

“Since it will be very difficult
for police to catch drivers tex-
ting, I don’t think I will stop
doing it,” she said.

Daniel Walton, also a rising
sophomore, feels much the same
way. “I think it is a really great
idea, but I don’t think it will have
too much of an effect, simply
because it will be too hard to be
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COMMON SENSE continued from A7

caught [violating the
law7.”

However, Walton
hopes that the law will
reduce the amount of
wrecks around the area.
“Hopefully, many driv-
ers will follow the law

CELEBS continued from A7

talented, but at the same time he
creeped me out. I don’t blame
him entirely for this because I
think his father had a lot to do
with his strangeness for making
him work extremely hard at a
young age.”

The last, but not least, celeb-
rity passing of this week, Billy
Mays, happened sometime in the
early morning hours on Sunday.
He was pronounced dead on
Sunday at 7:45 a.m., apparently
having died sometime during
the night. Mays had been on a
plane the night before his death,
in which a front wheel blew
out. Mays mentioned to a local
news station in Tampa, Florida,

You met.

You flirted.

You had se

WTVT-TYV, saying that some of
the objects “hit me on the head,
but I got a hard head.” Investi-
gators still do not have enough
information as to whether or not
this incident had anything to do
with the “Infomercial King’s”
death. Like Jackson, Mays died at
the age of 50 on June 28th.

“All of these deaths were a big
shock to everyone and they were
all definitely strange. Despite
all this, I think it’s a coincidence
though,” said Kayleigh Smith, a
Jjunior exercise and physiology
major.

This writer can be contacted at
features@theeastcarolinian.com.
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and will wait to send text mes-
sages until they are stopped,”
he said.

With any luck, Walton’s
wishes will come true. Nation-
wide Insurance Company
recently released a study that
an overwhelming 37 percent of
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people age 18 to 27 text message
while driving.

While Perdue’s assessment
that texting and driving should
not mix is entirely correct,
many continue to wonder if
the law will have any impact.
Barbara Harsha, executive direc-

tor of the Governor’s Highway
Safety, shared her opinion of tex-
ting behind the wheel with the
Gaston Gazette by saying, “We
need to restore some common
sense to driving.”

This writer can be contacted at

features@theeastcarolinian.com.
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Suite living not so sweet? Come home to Holly Glen.

Holly Glen is a quiet community convenient to dining, shopping, the University and Medical Center.
One- and two-bedroom units are available now, with great amenities. Holly Glen is even pet
friendly! Visit hollyglenapartments.com for all the details and get your application today.

HOLLY GLEN

Quiet living, Luxurious features, Great location
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hollyglenapartments.com | 252-756-6209
Google “Holly Glen Greenville NC”

2800 Holly Glen Drive just off Allen Road
Onsite Rental Office: Mon—Fri: Lpm-5pm
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Major at ECU:
Nursing
Hobbies:
Student

Why I donate:
Extra spending
cash

good people.

Donate Plasma

and earn up to $170/mo
Last month, we paid out $33,035 to 734

DCI Biologicals is always paying out this
kind of cash. All you do is come, sit in a

lounge chair and donate your life-saving
plasma. It’s like having a part-time job

without a boss.

DCI Biologicals 2727 E. 10th St.

www.dciplasma.com

252.757.0171

Carolina Free Pregnancy Tests

Pregnancy
Center

Special $10 Offer: New and Return* donors:

Bring this ad for an extra $5 on your 2nd and 4th donations

Greenville (252) 757-0003

www.carolinapregnancycenter.org

Washington (252) 946-8040
24 Hour Hotline: 1-800-395-HELP

*not donated in over 6 months.
Come and get your share of the money.
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PP JOU KHOW?

FOR THE L{d1ST TWO YRS STUPENTS HVE BECHN REQUIRED TO
LIVE OFF CAMPUS BECHUsSE THE PORMS Fllslo UP.

PON'T LET €CU PeCIpe WHERE YOU Wikl LIVE REXT YerR.

FOR 1 LIMITED TIME ONLYIlI

NORTH CHAMPUS CROSSING Wllslo MATCH THE PRICE
OF THE PORMS!I

NORTH CAMPUS CROSSING 1lodO ICCEPTS FINTINCI{ils {IP!

Cllslo US TOPHY TO RESECRVE YJOUR ROOM AT THE PROPERTY
WITH MORE AMERNITIES THEN {INY OTHER.

252~152~1212

WWW.NORTHCHAMPUSCROSSING.COM




