
Jarrod Vanzo, a junior elementary 
education major, stated his platform 
against poop as he improvised a per-
formance as an election candidate dur-
ing Theaterfest, a festival where actors 
performed various skits at the fountain 
on Thursday.

“I’m firmly against poop,” he said 

in a serious tone to the crowd that had 
gathered.  “If  we could cork it, Ameri-
ca, … we could defeat the terrorists.”

In opposition to Vanzo’s opinion 
was Paige Biggs, a senior theater ma-
jor, who claimed she was thoroughly 
for poop.

“Poop, like education, holds this 
great nation together,” Biggs said.

Senior theater major Tiffany Bula, 
president of  Theta Alpha Phi, an hon-
orary theater organization, said The-

aterfest was a really good opportunity 
for theater students to “make it out in 
the open” so students could see some 
performances.

She said Theaterfest, sponsored by 
Theta Alpha Phi, was entirely student 
organized.

Vanzo and Biggs, both members 
of  the improvisational acting troupe 
“Condiments Upon Request,” were 
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Not
-so-

News

Wendy Brown, 33, was charged 
with identity theft in Green Bay, Wis., 
in September after she enrolled at 
Ashwaubenon High School pretend-
ing to be her 15-year-old daughter 
(who actually lives in Nevada). 

Though Brown has a “history” 
of  identify-theft issues (according 
to a school official who spoke with 

Brown’s mother), one motive in this 
case was to fulfill a longtime dream 
of  becoming a cheerleader, and she 
had been attending practices and had 
made the squad, according to school 
officials, even though some people 
had noticed that she looked a little 
older than the other girls.
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Economics 
professors: 
Don’t panic

Freshman tackles 
college life at 16
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Students perform skits at the fountain

Panicking in the aftermath of  the Wall Street 
meltdown will only make things worse, and holding 
off  on risky business practices will pull us out of  the 
situation, Tarek Zaher, ISU business professor and 
finance program coordinator, told local community 
members Wednesday afternoon.

“More fear is going to cause more problems for 
us,” Zaher said.

Zaher was one of  five ISU professors participat-
ing in “The Wall Street Meltdown” panel discus-
sion at the Hilton Garden Inn in downtown Terre 
Haute. The panel asked questions like: How did it 
happen? What can be done? What does it mean for 
Main Street?

The discussion was sponsored by the Center for 
Public Service and Community Engagement (CP-
SCE) as part of  the Sycamore Showcase at Noon 
program.

Professors at forum warn 
against � nancial fear

(see ECONOMY page 5)

““
”

I jumped a year in Vietnam, 
and when I came here I 
convinced them I could skip 
another grade.

-Hoang Manh Mai,
freshman business major
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For 16-year-old ISU freshman business and math 
major Hoang Manh Mai, classes aren’t among his 
major struggles. Instead, Mai struggles with learn-
ing to drive.

“In Vietnam most kids don’t know how to drive 
even when they’re 18,” Mai said. “Cars are a luxuri-
ous commodity. My father was 25 when he learned 
to drive.”

Having never driven a lawn mower or golf  cart, 
Mai has trouble grasping the concept of  making a 
right or left turn.

“I have no point of  reference,” he said.
Mai is from Saigon, Vietnam, and moved to 

America in July 2007. 
“I jumped a year in Vietnam, and when I came 

here I convinced them I could skip another grade,” 
Mai said. 

(see SIXTEEN page 5)

(see THEATERFEST page 3)
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Jarrod Vanzo, a junior elementary education major, and Travis Dillon, a senior theater major, impersonate the 1960s version 
of Batman and Robin during a Theaterfest skit. 


