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BY ANNA GRACE WARD

Staff Writer

Sixteen percent of Mississippi State 
University students forward their cam-
pus e-mail to Gmail or another host.  

Incoming Student 
Association Vice 
President, Rhett 
Hobart, said he wants 
to address this issue and 
has recommend switch-
ing MSU e-mail over to 
Gmail. 

“When looking at my 
goals and priorities if elected SA Vice 
President, I knew that one of the main 
issues I wanted to combat was the e-mail 
system and the many problems and 
limitations which surround our current 
system,” Hobart said. “I began speak-
ing with student leaders at many of our 
peer institutions around the SEC to see 
what they had done to combat this issue. 
After speaking with the Student Body 
President at LSU, I learned that they 
had recently changed all student e-mail 
over to Gmail. We discussed in depth 
the benefits of that system and I began 
looking into our WebMail system and 
how a system like this could work at 
Mississippi State.” 

As it is now, MSU university WebMail 
contains about 20 MB of space for each 
student which limits the e-mail account 
to around 300 emails, Hobart said. 

SEE EMAIL, 2

SA V.P. 
proposes 
changing 
MSU e-mail
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Scholarship created in memory of professor
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BY AUBRA WHITTEN

Managing Editor

After the loss of communication 
instructor Lora DeFore last fall, a schol-
arship was created to honor DeFore, who 
worked at Mississippi State University 
for 19 years. To help raise funds, the 
Department of Communication and 
Starkville Community Theatre will host 
the musical revue “Sorta Love Songs” 
March 19-20.

DeFore, an avid theatre enthusi-
ast, taught over seven communication 
courses. She served as coordinator for 
both the public relations concentration 
and the internship program.

Pattye Archer, a close friend of 
DeFore’s and one of fundraiser’s direc-
tors, said both groups hope the fund-
raiser will help provide the means to get 
the scholarship endowed. 

“A scholarship fund must reach 
$25,000 to become endowed, and once 
endowed, it will always be there,” she 
said.

Archer said the music, written by 
Scott Burkell and Paul Loesel, elaborates 
on life and love experiences. 

Burkell, a friend of DeFore, heard 
about the scholarship efforts and, togeth-
er with Loesel, decided to offer the show 
royalty-free to help raise money. The 
pair’s works have been performed at 

Carnegie Hall and the Kennedy Center, 
and multiple Broadway actors have per-
formed their music. 

Additionally, the show’s performers 
and accompanist have donated their 
time and talents free of charge, Archer 
said. 

Sophomore biochemistry major Blake 
Garrett, one of the performers, said 
the show includes a lot of humor and 
explains various expressions of love.

“The name [of the show] really 
explains the meaning of the show,” he 
said. “It’s a very relatable show … it’s 
all about the different facets of love and 
there’s going to be something for you in 
this show.”

Archer said it will be an entertaining 
evening serving a good cause.

“I think this is just a way to allow 
future students who didn’t have her in 
the classroom to be impacted by her and 
by what she did,” she said.

Communication department head 

John Forde said the department wants 
the scholarship to assist as many stu-
dents as possible.

“[Lora] was very involved in the 
department with internships, public 
relations and journalism,” he said. “She 
had such an impact on so many kinds of 
students — we want the scholarship to 
impact many students.”

The show will occur two nights at 
7:30 at the McComas Hall Theater. The 
minimum ticket donation is $15, and 
all proceeds will go toward the Lora J. 
DeFore Scholarship Fund.

Communication department 
raises money for Lora DeFore fund

BY AMBER ALEXANDER

Contributing Writer

Mississippi State University is wel-
coming a new organization to campus 
life that will celebrate the Jewish reli-
gion. 

Daniel Snyder, co-president of Jewish 
Life on Campus said he thinks the 
Jewish Life will benefit multiple stu-
dents on campus. 

“Jewish Life on Campus offers fellow-
ship, spiritual growth and a chance to 
meet other Jews,” Snyder said. 

Snyder, along with co-president 
Rachael Frost, started this program with 
the hopes of reaching out to other 
Jewish students.  

Snyder said the addition of Jewish 
Life will help showcase MSU’s diverse 
campus and give students of all religions 
a chance to find people who have the 
same beliefs as they do.

Sarah Beth James, Miss MSU 2009, 
said the benefits of adding a Jewish 
group are endless.

“This group will not only promote the 
recruitment of students from the Jewish 
community, but will also enhance the 
open and diverse image of Mississippi 
State,” she said. 

MSU students 
form first 
Jewish group 
on campus
New organization 
to unify religious 

community 

SEE GROUP, 2

NASH STREET 
COMES HOME
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Students urged to be safe over spring break

BY ELLEN BUNCH

Staff Writer

With spring break approaching, 
Mississippi State University officials 
share tips to assist students in making 
next week’s spring break safe.  

Georgia Lindley, Chief of Police 
at Mississippi State, said the biggest 

safety tip she can recommend is to 
stay together and to take care of each 
other.  

“Do not go places, even in groups, 
with people you do not know,” Lind-
ley said. “Research the location you 
are headed to.”

Joyce Yates, Director of Health Ed-
ucation and Wellness with University 

Health Services, said 
it is important for 
students to take their 
own safety seriously 
because many avoid-
able accidents occur 
during spring break.

“Students tend to 
think that problems 
won’t occur for them, only the other 
person or other student,” Yates said. 
“It all has to do with understanding 
and preparation.”

She said students should be defen-
sive about their safety, just like “de-
fensive driving.”

“Look around and make sure you 
are with safe people in safe places,” 
Yates said. “Don’t compromise your 
situation for a little bit of fun ... snap 
decisions may lead to lifetime conse-
quences.”

She said students should always be 
alert to all that may happen.

“Have a great time, but enjoy that 
time with trusted friends,” Yates said. 
“Everyone wants to meet new people 
and enjoy spring break … just be 
prepared by knowing the situations, 
and how you will react before they 
occur.”

MSU officials encourage students 
to make wise choices over holiday

SEE SAFETY, 2

Lindley

START OF SPRING
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FUN ON THE FIELD  |   Mississippi State University students enjoy the warm, spring weather Thursday by playing Frisbee on the 
Drill Field. Freshman mechanical engineering major Owen Smith jumps to catch a disk in front of Lee Hall in between classes.

SCHOLARSHIP FUND
To donate to the scholarship fund, 
mail checks to: Department of Com-
munication, P.O. Box PF, Mississippi 
State, MS 39762. Make checks out 
to MSU Foundation/ Department of 
Communication with “Lora DeFore 
Scholarship Fund” in the memo line.

SPORTS SPRING 
PRACTICE 
KICKS OFF 

Editor’s note: The Reflector will not publish on Tuesday, March 23 due to spring break. The next issue will be published Friday, March 26.


