
BY WAYNE BRAGG
Staff Writer

On Election Day this year, citizens in 
Oktibbeha County will vote on a bond 
issue to raise property taxes and fund 
renovations for the Oktibbeha County 
Hospital. 

OCH submitted a proposal to the 
county Board of Supervisors who 
approved the request to add the $27.5 
million tax bond referendum on the 
Nov. 4 ballot. 

If passed, the bond issue would 
increase taxes for all county property 
owners by 8.4 mills.

OCH director of marketing Melody 
Thurlow said the bond issue would 
fund much needed improvements in the 
original 1973 building and enlarge the 
obstetrical care unit. 

“We need the county citizens’ help 
to move forward with this project and 
build a better health care facility that is 
up to date with current times,” Thurlow 
said. “Our rooms in the old building are 
just too small to handle all the medical 
equipment that is required to provide 
adequate care to our patients.”

Thurlow said the new plans include 

increasing the original patient rooms 
from about 100 square feet to about 
150 square feet, enlarging and renovat-
ing the existing OB unit to include 
seven new birthing suites, new observa-
tion rooms, a state-of-the-art C-section 
suite and a newborn nursery with view-
ing area.

“Along with the renovations of the 
original 1973 building, OCH will be 
constructing a new tower to replace 
rooms that were lost due to enlarge-
ment, which will maintain our existing 
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Students’ program provides medical care, home to stray animals

A NEW HOME

Campus 
gunshots 
result in 
arrests  

BY COLIN CATCHINGS

Staff Writer

Discussion on the  $1.2 million 
plan for the Lynn Lane multi-use 
path connecting McKee Park and 
the Mississippi State University 
campus was tabled at Tuesday 
night’s Starkville Board of Aldermen 
meeting.

Starkville in Motion President 
Devon Brenner said in the grant 
the city of Starkville was required 
to provide a 20 percent match for 
the funds rewarded.

“That would be an in-kind 
match,” she said. “We learned 
[Tuesday] that the Mississippi 
Department of Transportation 
would no longer be accepting an 
in-kind contribution and the city 

City may be 
required to 

spend $300,000
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Top: Second-year veterinary medicine student Joy Griffith plays with Ada and 
Amanda, her German Shepherd foster dogs. Bottom: Amanda poses for the camera. 
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Hospital eyes changes through bond
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BY ERIN KOURKOUNIS

Editor in Chief

An altercation involving the use 
of fi rearms took place close to 3 
a.m. Wednesday around the Arbour 
Acres housing complex area on the 
Mississippi State 
University campus. 
No one was hurt 
during the incident. 

Three Starkville 
men, including 
an MSU student 
and a dining ser-
vice employee, were 
arrested at or before 
8 a.m. as a result 
of the altercation, 
said MSU Police 
Detective Donald 
Bartlett. 

S o p h o m o r e 
Michael Oden was 
arrested on charges 
of possession of a 
deadly weapon on 
educational property 
by a student along 
with possession of 
a fi rearm by a con-
victed felon. 

The employee, 
21-year-old TaForrest 
Allen, was arrested on 
charges of displaying and discharging 
a fi rearm on educational property. 

Seventeen-year-old Lajerrius 
Jeffries was arrested on the charge of 
tampering with evidence and is being 
charged as an adult.

According to a press release on 
the MSU Web site, Allen was fi red. 

SEE PATH, A3

Jeffries

Nov. referendum aims to raise $27.5
million for renovations, construction

Oden
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BY AUBRA WHITTEN | Copy Editor

M
SU veterinary medicine students 
have formed a program aimed at 
diminishing the high number of 
euthanized dogs and cats across the 

state. 
The Homeward Bound program works to rescue 

homeless dogs and cats, as well as those in area 
shelters, giving each animal medical care and guar-
anteeing them a permanent home. It is supported by 
the Endowed Professorship for Human Ethics and 
Animal Welfare and through donations.

Homeward Bound provides spaying, neutering, 
health care and vaccinations for each animal prior to 
adoption. Also prior to adoption, each animal goes 
to a foster home to ensure proper socialization.

Funding 
problems 
could halt 
bike path
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