
THREE THINGS TO KNOW TODAY

VP revealed!
Republican presidential candidate 
John McCain has settled on a 
running mate, and will reveal his 
choice in Ohio today.

CatFest
UA student government is hosting 
the fi nal Wildcat Welcome of the 
week at Geronimo Plaza on Univer-
stiy Boulevard.

BEAR DOWN!
The fi rst Bear Down Friday from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m. on University Bou-
levard. Celebrate the fi rst week of 
school with music and spirit. 

It’s fi nally here!
The Arizona football team 
plays its first game against 
Idaho Saturday
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As UA students continue 
to get settled into their apart-
ments, homes and dorm rooms, 
their presence has already pro-
vided a noticeable boost to the 
Tucson economy.

As any new semester begins, 
it is accompanied by an inevi-
table rise in revenue for local 
businesses, said Tony Vaccaro, 
owner of Brooklyn Pizza, 534 N. 
Fourth Ave.

John Sedwick, executive di-
rector of the Fourth Avenue 
Merchant Association said that 
returning college students have 
a substantial economic infl u-
ence within the university area. 

The combination of a fl uctuat-
ing student population and the 
extreme summer temperatures 
leads to decreased revenues by 
local businesses between the 
middle of May and the end of 
August, Sedwick said.

“[Business] tends to pick up 
in the later part of September 
and early October, after stu-
dents have begun to settle in,” 
he said.

Since the beginning of Au-
gust, Brooklyn Pizza’s business 
has already increased its rev-
enue by roughly 20 percent, but 
Vaccaro said he believes that the 
weather has nothing to do with 
his recent increases in business.

“If business is up 20 percent, 

and it is still hot, then it must 
not be the weather,” he said.

Vaccaro has found that there 
are two traditional spikes in 
revenue that occur in August.  
The fi rst bump occurs when the 
Tucson Unifi ed School District 
starts classes, and the second 
occurs when the UA starts.

The university had about 
26,000 fewer students during the 
2008 summer semester when 
compared to the 2008 spring se-
mester, according to recent UA 
registration statistics.

Alex Murphy, a mathematics 
sophomore, said that he spends 
roughly $200 a month on any-
thing from fast food to school 
supplies.

If every one of the additional 
26,000 students present in this 
fall semester spend even half 
of what Murphy spends per 
month, it would come out to 
$2.6 million being put into the 
economy each month.

Student-generated funds play 
an extremely important role in 
the area surrounding the UA, 
Sedwick said. Murphy echoed 
that belief.

“There are a lot of places 
close by (the UA) that cater to 
students,” Murphy said. “They 
probably don’t get much busi-
ness during the summer.”

Vaccaro said that his business 
was a rarity during the summer 
months in that they were able to 
continue to produce high rev-

   A recent petition has stirred up  
nationwide controversy with the 
  intent of reevaluating an old de-
bate: the drinking age. Yet this time, 
instead of recently-graduated high 
school seniors and college freshman 
asking for signatures, college presi-

dents and chancellors are doing so.  
The petition, cleverly named the 

Amethyst Initiative, for the Greek 
word ‘not intoxicated,’ was created by 
the former president of Middlebury 
College, John McCardell. It moves 
to, at the very least, organize a de-
bate on the prospect of lowering the 
drinking age. Currently, 129 univer-
sity presidents or chancellors have 
signed the petition, feeling a change 
is necessary. McCardell is also the 
creator of chooseresponsibility.org, 
an alcohol awareness Web site. 

“We are supporting a law that is 
violated and fl outed by the people it is 

supposed to protect,” said Grace Kro-
nenberg, assistant to the director for 
chooseresponsibility.org. “It is not great 
evidence that the law is working.”  

Kronenberg argues that the cur-
rent standard for drinking, which 
was established in 1984, is simply 
not effective.

“The 21-year-old law isn’t work-
ing and has had unintended con-
sequences,” she said. “The public, 
as well as elected offi cials, need to 
reconsider the age and ask for new 
ideas.”  

Kronenberg said that taking 
drinking out from behind closed 

doors and into the open so it can be 
managed, controlled and moderated 
is a priority.

“Right now, it’s going on in pri-
vate. If the 21-year-old rule is re-
scinded, states could experiment 
with other options such as an 18- or 
19-year-old drinking age,” Kronen-
berg said. “Also include mandatory 
alcohol training. There are a lot of 
different options.”

Derek Knocke, psychology junior, 
agrees with Kronenberg, 

“I think it will make things a lot 

   Water sources in the Student Union Me-
morial Center ran dry yesterday morning for 
about two hours after one of the pipes in the 
maintenance tunnels on the south side of 
the building burst.

The pipe burst at around 10:30 a.m., 
fl ooding one of the underground tunnels 
and forcing facilities management to shut 
off all water to the student union in order to 
do repairs, said Chris Kopach , the associate 
director of facilities management.

“I don’t have an exact cause, but it’s usu-
ally (because the pipe) is old,” he said. “We 
have fl oods on campus on pretty much a 
weekly basis.” 

Facilities management routinely deals 
with leaks, unattended labs and malfunc-
tioning equipment, but leaks that require 
shutting off water do not happen often, Ko-
pach said.

Anyone in the student union between 11 
a.m. and 1 p.m. looking for non-bottled bev-
erages or a potty break might have noticed.

One student union business hit particu-
larly hard was the Canyon Café. 

“Our espresso machines we couldn’t use. 
We couldn’t brew any fresh coffee,” said em-
ployee Alex Hodges , a Spanish translation 
and interpretation senior. “We could only use 
the things we had brewed earlier this morn-
ing. We only had the capacity to serve iced 
tea, iced coffee and decaf coffee, because 
those things we have in abundance.”

Taped on the door and written in black 
magic marker on notebook paper, employ-
ees notifi ed students of the inconvenience.

“It was fairly dead in here, mostly be-
cause we had the signs out,” Hodges said. 
“But some people came in and missed the 
signs. We gave them other alternatives on 
what they could drink, and they were OK 
with that.

“When (the water) came back on, it 
was coming out grey,” Alex added. “So we 
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Shelton against 
lowering legal 
drinking age

Pipe burst 
slows Union 
business

   Seventeen Magazine and Maybelline 
New York gave members of the Tri-Delta 
sorority free makeovers last night as part 
of their nationwide tour of fi ve different 
college campuses.

The free makeovers were part of a na-
tional initiative titled “Campus Groove,” 
said Lindsay Swartz, senior promotional 
manager for Seventeen Magazine. 

“Campus Groove is about getting sam-
ples and information (about the products) 
out to college students,” Swartz said. “Sev-
enteen is the number one magazine on 
college campuses for teens and college 
students, so we thought this was perfect 
for us.”

Lauren La Vache , Tri-Delta president, 
said the event gave the sorority members 
a good chance to really bond with each 
other before school started to get tough.

“It was a great way for the new girls to 
meet the actives by starting to get to know 
one another,” La Vache said. “It’s a great 
bonding experience”

When it came down to choosing a so-
rority to house the event, the decision 
came quite easily, Swartz said.

“I talked to someone in Greek Life, and 
I got them to recommend a couple houses 
that would be excited about this,” Swartz 
said. “(Tri-Delta) was one of the fi rst hous-
es that I called, and they said yes.”

La Vache said she could not have been 
more excited that her sorority was chosen 
to house the event.

“We found out about (the event) a week 

Start of classes boosts 
nearby businesses
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Seventeen Magazine gives Tri-Delta makeover
UA one of only five 
universities chosen
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Sarah Smith /Arizona Daily Wildcat
Laura Chinitz, an elementary education senior and member of Delta Delta Delta, has her makeup done 
by a local cosmetologist at the make-over night sponsored by Seventeen Magazine.
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Amanda Purciello /Arizona Daily Wildcat
Bartender Jonas Black shoots the breeze with Ed Delamotte, an entrepreneur senior, left, and Sam Claussen, a business economics senior, yesterday afternoon at The Auld Dubliner on 
University Boulevard. Last week, 100 college presidents from across the nation signed a petition to begin discussions on the possibility of lowering the legal drinking age from 21.

Two Festivals
Wildcat reviewers break down 
the acts of Lollapalooza 
and Coachella
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