Back from Beijing

Q&A with Olympic silver medalist and
former UA swimmer Lacey Nymeyer
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Getting around

Students save money, get fit by using
alternative transportation
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Budget to

bring more
UA building

Board of Regents grants
new funds for campus
construction, renovation

By Jim Myers
ARizoNA DALYy WILDCAT

When the Arizona Board of Regents released the UA’s
budget for the 2009 fiscal year, it spelled good news for
the Facilities Design and Construction Department, but
bad news for many other departments and colleges.

The regents voted to give the UA $170 million out of
the $1 billion that the Arizona legislature approved for
building renewal and construction in a separate plan
called the Stimulus Plan for Economic and Educational
Development, or SPEED. Northern Arizona University
also received $170 million, and Arizona State University
received $190 million.

According to UA budget director Jim Florian, $90 mil-
lion of the $170 million granted for building renewal and
construction will go to new additions on the environment
and natural resources building, which will add onto the
east side of the existing Dennis DeConcini Environment
and Natural Resources building.

The addition is projected to be 150,000 square feet
and will house several UA departments and programs,
including the Institute for the Study of Planet Earth, and
Arid Lands Studies. It is currently in the second phase of
its design and planning, and no date for construction has
been set.

“The design is still in progress, but were shooting for
at least a silver LEED rating,” Florian said.

The Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design,
or LEED, Green Building Rating System is the most widely
used sustainability rating system for buildings. Gold is the
highest rating, and the UA has recently pledged to have all
new buildings achieve a silver rating at the minimum.

$12 million will go to a combination of construction
and renovation at Centennial Hall, including adding new
restrooms and improving the building lighting, among
other things.

“Ithink it’s already a great building, but I'm glad they're
spending money to improve it,” said theatre arts sopho-
more Suzanne Parker.

The remaining $68 million will go to renewal and
deferred maintenance across campus, which includes
repairing mechanical systems, re-roofing, heating, ven-
tilation and air conditioning repair, improvements to fire
safety and other safety-related issues.

“There’s no specific safety concern in any of the build-
ings, but there are a lot of things that could use some re-
pair,”said Florian.”There are several things that need to be
done that we just haven't had the money to do until now.”

Also receiving funding from the SPEED plan is the
Phoenix Biomedical Campus, of which 71 percent is
owned by the UA. The improvements will benefit the
UA’s College of Medicine in Phoenix, which partners
with ASU.

In addition to the SPEED plan, the Arizona legislature
also voted on other university budget initiatives, which
resulted in budget cuts that will apply to other UA de-
partments and colleges.

The cuts will vary according to the specific department,
and Florian said the exact impacts of the cuts within each
department will be reported in October or November.
Town hall meetings to report the details to the public are
also tentatively scheduled for that time.

Drugs fim tne
waters

Mike Christy/Arizona Daily Wildcat

The Berger Memorial Fountain in front of Old Main features one of many places on campus that uses a water supply that is partially independent of Tucson Water.

Officials say trace pharmaceuticals no cause for concern

By Jim Myers
AR1iZzoNA DALY WILDCAT

You can’t see them, smell them or taste
them, but according to recently released
studies, Tucson’s groundwater supply con-
tains trace amounts of pharmaceutical drugs.

A study published by the Associated Press
last March included Tucson in its list of 24 out
of 62 major metropolitan areas in the United
States where at least one drug was found in
the water supply. The data for Tucson was
based on 2002 research that found three
drugs: carbamazepine, used by people for
epilepsy; dehydronifedipine, a byproduct of
heart-medication; and sulfamethoxazole, an
antibiotic often taken for urinary tract infec-
tions.

“There haven’t been any health risks that
have been shown, so we're just doing tests
to find out what’s there,” said Mitch Basef-
sky, a spokesman for Tucson Water. Basefsky
said tests were recently done this month, and

drugs were found in one well in the parts-
per-trillion range.

“For comparison, to get the average rec-
ommended dose of the pharmaceutical that
was most prevalent in the test, a person
would have to consume 1.3 million gallons
of water,” Basefsky said. Basefsky said Tucson
Water plans to test its wells at locations that
are close to the Santa Cruz River, where Pima
County dumps its waste every three years.

The UA gets approximately half of its water
from Tucson Water, with the other half com-
ing from its own private wells.

“The source of the water that comes out of
water fountains depends on where you are
on campus and the current pressure of the
water supplies, which fluctuates,” said Mark
Marikos, a senior technician at UA’s Facilities
Management/Utilities. “Overall, it averages
out to be about 50-50 between water we get
from Tucson Water and water from our own
wells.”

Marikos said that while UA’s private wells

have not been tested for the presence of
pharmaceuticals, such tests would probably
happen in the future.

Debate over the actual impact of pharma-
ceuticals in groundwater across the nation is
still highly contested, as no conclusive proof
has been established to show adverse health
effects, leading many researchers as well as
the Environmental Protection Agency to dis-
miss concerns. Basefsky said one main reason
that Tucson Water is performing its current
tests is so it will be prepared if the EPA insti-
tutes standards regarding pharmaceuticals in
metropolitan water supplies.

“I don’t think it’s as big of a deal as it’s be-
ing made out to be,” Marikos said. “I think
one reason more pharmaceuticals are show-
ing up in tests is because of the tremendous
increase in detection technology in the past
several years.”

However, some researchers such as Kyla
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Grant to fund new grad program

By Chris Carter
ARizZONA DAILY WILDCAT

The UA will soon be home
to a new multidisciplinary cur-
riculum that will allow student
researchers to better understand
how genes and the environment
affect human health, courtesy
of a $1.4 million grant awarded
Aug. 13.

“It's a new program that will
bring together students and their

faculty mentors from a variety
of colleges,” said Vicki Chandler,
director of BIO5 Institute and
co-investigator for the grant.
Chandler also stated that the
UA’s selection from among steely
competition is very rewarding.
“When you succeed at these
very competitive national level
of programs it’s a really strong
endorsement. It helps to vali-
date the interdisciplinary faculty
and students we have here at

UA. And I'm very proud of what
BIO5 is doing to promote that
type of thing.”

BIO5, named due to the in-
clusion of five different colleges
— Agriculture, Science, Engi-
neering, Medicine and Pharmacy
— is UA’s collaborative effort
that focuses on complex biology-
based problems.

The grant, which was fund-
ed by the National Institute of
Health, will essentially provide

funds for graduate students and
postdoctoral researchers who
are continuing their education.
However, unlike previous pro-
grams, the UA’s program will
build upon and interweave sev-
eral disciplines.

“We already have an Environ-
mental Health Sciences program
in (the department of) Toxicology
and Toxicogenomics, a National
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Student government to add new programs, motto

By Ethan Williams
ARIZONA DAILY WILDCAT

senator will grow closer.

Alan Fullmer/Arizona Daily Wildcat
Executive Vice President Jessica Anderson and the ASUA board of senators share a lighthearted moment during a meeting

last April. The student governing body will hold its first meeting of the year today.

The Associated Students of the University of Arizona
is hours away from holding its first senate meeting of the
fall semester, when new programs will be introduced,
a new motto will be adopted and the election of a new

“I'm really excited,” said Seema Patel, administrative
vice president.”We worked a lot over the summer to get
to a good point to start the year off strong, conceptual-
izing things which we’ll actually get to in motion.”

“I expect it to be a regular senate meeting, but it'll be
informational,” ASUA President Tommy Bruce said.

Jessica Anderson, executive vice president, said one
exciting change is the number of programs the ASUA
acquired from the Senate for Student Involvement and
Leadership, including club recognition, the University
Activities Board and Family Weekend.

As for the senators, Bruce said he was also excited to see
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ASUA senate

applications available

Students interested in running

for the ASUA senate will have their
opportunity in a special election
scheduled for Sept. 17.

Applications will be available

Wednesday in the ASUA office on the
3rd floor of the Student Union above
the bookstore.

The application will consist of an
election code, a candidacy budget
and a petition.

“I’m really looking forward to
seeing who’s interested in the posi-

tion,” said Anderson. “Because we’re

definitely a stronger senate with all
10 of our senators.”
Applications are due Sept. 3 at noon.

THREE THINGS TO KNOW TODAY

Got your Zona Zoo pass yet?

If you haven’t, you can still get yours in
time for the season’s first foothall game
Saturday — and you’ll even get a free
shirt to show your UA spirit.

Maybe we’ve just given up

Bike thefts on campus have dropped
according to the UA police department’s
report. In 2002, there were 524 bike thefts. In
2007, 234 were reported stolen.

The daily apple wasn’t working

The number of people lacking health insurance
dropped in 2007, the Census Bureau reported.
The number of uninsured dropped from 47
million in 2006 to 45.7 million last year.




