China, up close

Arizona track, cross country
coach returns from Beijing today
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Are you a real Wildcat?

UA alumni host event to teach new
students about campus traditions
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New school, new diseases

Giuseppe DeMasi/Arizona Daily Wildcat

Communications major Tiffany Taga visits the Campus Health Center to drop off immunization records for her transfer to the UA. Campus Health is located at 1224 E. Lowell Street, on the

northwest corner of Highland and 6th Street.

Campus health officials offer help with illnesses spread by dorm life, travel

By Heather Trujillo
ARiZzoNA DAILY WILDCAT

With the start of a new semester
comes new health concerns for stu-
dents, especially those living in the
dorms.

Campus Health Services warns that
many factors contribute to the rise in
infectious disease that accompanies
each new semester, including the
close living quarters and the introduc-
tion of new illnesses by people who
have been out of town.

“At the beginning of each semester
or long break from school, we do see
more colds and respiratory infections,
because people just get back from
someplace else and they are sharing

their germs with everyone else,” said
Leeann Hamilton, Campus Health as-
sistant director of health promotion.

Cold, influenza, upper respira-
tory infections, and stomach and
intestinal illnesses are among the
top sicknesses of students who visit
Campus Health.

“Well yeah, I've been sick,” said
John Gemmer, an applied mathemat-
ics graduate student.“But we work in
small offices, and there is really noth-
ing I can do but keep going.”

Along with typical illnesses, sexu-
ally transmitted diseases are common
among students.

“The top three STDs we most fre-
quently see are genital herpes, HPV
and chlamydia, although not neces-

sarily in that order,” Hamilton said.

The only sure way a student can
keep themselves fully protected
from STDs is to stay abstinent. For
those who choose not to take that
option, however, condoms are the
next best bet.

“If you have a penis or one of the
people who is participating does, put
a condom on it,” Hamilton said.”Also,
we're hoping that now that there is
the HPV vaccine Gardasil, people will
be getting that, and the numbers will
go down.”

The pharmacy on campus offers dif-
ferent types of contraceptives for less
than most other locations, including a
100-condom pack for $12.99.

Aside from sicknesses that students

get on a regular basis, meningitis is
one of the most serious infectious dis-
eases someone can get from living in
close quarters. While initial symptoms
resemble the flu, meningitis is an in-
fection of the fluid in the spinal cord,
which then affects the fluid surround-
ing the brain, Hamilton said.

In a typical year, just over 120
young people nationwide are af-
flicted with meningitis. In 2007, a
student was hospitalized at North-
ern Arizona University for exhibit-
ing symptoms of meningitis — the
only such case in Arizona last year,
according to the Center for Disease
Control and Prevention.
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Deans
struggle to
trim school

budgets

By Jim Myers
ARIZONA DAILY WILDCAT

While the start of the semester
puts ample amounts of strain on
students, faculty and staff, depart-
ment heads are facing an addition-
al source of stress: planning budget
cuts for 2009.

The Arizona Legislature voted
in July to reduce the amount of
funding to the Arizona university
system by $50 million for the fiscal
year of 2009. The Arizona Board of
Regents assigned $19.65 million
of that cut to the UA, with Arizo-
na State University and Northern
Arizona University also taking
cuts proportional to the amount
of funding they receive from the
state’s general fund.

“The budget cuts will be split
across the departments and col-
leges at the university,” said Jim
Florian, UA budget director.

Florian said non-academic de-
partments will be cutting their bud-
get by a uniform five percent, while
the amount cut from academic de-
partments will vary.

While departments are currently
meeting with their staff and dis-
cussing what parts of the budget
will be cut, the exact effects of the
cuts will not be known until Octo-
ber or November.

“Right now, the dean of the Col-
lege of Medicine is meeting with
the staff and faculty to discuss
what they think should be cut,”
said George Humphrey, the assis-
tant vice president of the Office of
Public Affairs for Health Sciences.
“Whatever happens, it’s going to
be a collaborative effort.”

Humphrey said those discus-
sions would be taking place within
the coming weeks.

“If there’s less faculty, then less
students can get into (their pro-
grams), so I think that would prob-
ably be the worst area for the cuts
to go to,”said pre-pharmacy fresh-
man Ryan Peiffer.

Some students are worried that
in addition to affecting the quality
of the departments, the budget cuts
could lead to the administration
deciding to increase tuition again.
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Senate reviews new
programs at meeting

Anderson added that they are taking all the in-

By Ethan Williams

ASUA BRIEFS

ARiZONA DAILY WILDCAT

The Associated Students of the University of
Arizona revamped their outreach with newly ac-
quired programs for clubs and fresh enthusiasm
for voter registration in last night’s senate meet-
ing, the first of the new school year.

“We have some very large changes happen-
ing within ASUA,” said President Tommy Bruce.
“We're going to outline what we're referring to as
‘the new ASUA.””

Bruce mentioned changes to the club resource
center, cabinet, staff, programs and services.

“Probably the biggest transition we’ve had now,
in the resource center, is that all the resources that
a club could possibly need, including recognition
(is there at ASUA),” said Jessica Anderson, execu-
tive vice president.

“I'm really excited to finally see that all the
clubs are going to go to one spot, instead of hav-
ing to go to (the Center for Student Involvement
and Leadership) and back, then ASUA for funding
and appropriations and then back to CSIL for rec-
ognition,”said Sen. Jimmy MacKenzie.

formation that CSIL was communicating before
and adding some of their own programs like reg-
istration for Spring Fling.

Bruce added that another part of the ‘mew’
ASUA is the tweak to the logo.

“It’s not just ASUA student government any-
more; it'’s ASUA, your student government,” Bruce
said, “which is really our focus on outreaching to
the students, making sure that they know that the
only reason we're here is to serve them and make
their lives better.

“We've worked ... to really improve ASUA’s
ability to outreach to students, to represent stu-
dents and to really improve the lives of students
on our campus,” Bruce said.

UA Votes 2008

The next item discussed was UA Votes 2008.
Bruce explained the program as student education
and mobilization for the November elections with
a mission to reach as many students as possible.
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Student Body President Tommy Bruce and the ASUA hoard of senators convened for their first of many meetings yesterday
in the Presidio Room of the Student Union Memorial Center.

THREE THINGS TO KNOW TODAY

Not happy news

Nationally, about 40,000 troops have been
diagnosed with Post-traumatic stress disorder
since 2003, the Associated Press has reported.

Time to get out the bug spray

The year’s first West Nile virus case has been identified
in Pima County. Health officials recommend repellent
and wearing pants and long sleeves if you must be
outside between dusk and dawn.

Red tide, Wildcat style

Students should be wearing UA red today
to celebrate “Sea of Red” day and to
show their Wildcat pride.



